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Venhill has created a range of indispensable 
tools for bikers. Our range covers everything 
from the essential basics to specialist kit 
for the workshop or road. Our tools set J 
the benchmark for performance, >??=% jfl 
innovation, quality and durability 
that’s designed to last. 'SmSf 


VENHILL - UK MODE 
SOLD WORLDWIDE 


UENHILL.CO.UK 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR 

CAU 01308885111 


VENHILL 


VENHILL 
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Having trouble finding a copy 
of this magazine? 

Why not Just 
Ask your local 
newsagent to 
reserve you a copy 
each month? 
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Hindsight and rose-tinted glasses are what we 
thrive on here at CMM. 

We love to look back, ride the machines we 
rode back in the day and bask in their warm 
glow. But - like having a coffee with an ex - 
sometimes you realise it's all just best left in the 
past. I reckon I'd feel that way about riding my 
first steed: Kawasaki's KMX125, even if it gave 
me a freedom I'd never experienced before and 
l loved it (more trail bikes on page 42). 

Sometimes it's purely that we've 'moved 
on'. My first ride on a GPZ900R was much- 
anticipated back in the early 1990s, but as I'd 
ridden more modern tackle I was left feeling 
a tad deflated. It doesn't stop me wanting 
one now though. I remember riding Suzuki's 
TL1000S when it first arrived on UK shores and 


wondered what all the fuss was about. Sure, 
it was a powerful V-twin, but I'd never had any 
issues with it. I reckon that was down to my 
having massive downforce on the front end (I'm 
no lightweight) and smaller riders were having 
issues with it slapping like a mad thing. See our 
Quick Spin to see how things have changed. 

One thing that did hit the spot nostalgia-wise 
was the Pro-Am at the British Grand Prix. Pop 
to page 50 for the story as we were there, but 
our own Niall Mackenzie was always well up for 
a fight and even trimmed down from his diet of 
frothy coffees and Chunky Kit-Kats to take part. 
We reckon it out-did the modern crowd on their 
Grand Prix bikes. 

Bertie Simmonds editor 



Bertie Simmonds 

Decision time 

bertie@classicmechanics.com 

Do I spend money firming-up my soft 
Fire Blade's suspension or simply go 
on a diet? 



Steve Cooper 

Older/nicer stuff editor 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

Scoop takes us up the back-lanes on 
a pair of Honda trail bikes that look 
similar but feel different! 



Andy Westlake 

Munch-man 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

The man from the south-west finds 
perhaps the only Munch Mammoth in 
the UK - and rides it For a bit! 



Joe Dick 



Top snapper 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

Joe's lovely work graces CMM again 
this month: with a splendid main test 
on Honda trail-irons. 



Simon Roots 

Quick Spin guest 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

Editor of sister title Fast Bikes, Rootsy 
explains why he wanted a TL1000S in 
the 1990s. 

Mark Haycock 

He's wired! 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

As well as doing our Q&A pages, Mark 
has had to master the wiring on his 
Yamaha TX500. 

John woods 

Splendid reader's resto 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

CMM reader reveals the long road 
to restoration glory with his Yamaha 
FZR400RRSP. 

Andy Bolas 

Shrewd motorcycle purchaser 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

Not content with buying a lovely 
Yamaha TRX850, he tells us of the 
Hornet and sorts his Bandit's sussies! 



James Whitham 

Suzuki X7 restorer 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

The ex BSB champ is back with the 
latest instalment in his Suzuki X7 
restoration. 



John Nutting 

The Master of MIRA 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

Nutters delves back into his archive to 
reveal why 1975 was such a great year 
for bikes and biking. 



Niall Mackenzie 

Re-living his youth (again!) 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

He came, he saw and he conquered 
(again) on a Pro-Am RD250LC Yamaha 
32 years on! 



Sam Dearie 

Genial Ad Gent 

editorial@classicmechanics.com 

He's courteous, he's cool and he's 
calm under pressure. He also books 
a mean ad. 
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Classic insurance 
redefined. 


Tailor your classic bike insurance policy 
to suit your needs. 

To discover the Footman James difference, call our 
friendly UK team for a quote today. 

0333 207 6029 

or visit footmanjames.co.uk 



Footman 

James 

We share your passion 


Ev . Classic benefits 

T# included*: 

Salvage retention 

• a~ Shows and events 

^ Helmets & leathers (up to a limit of £750) 

-g* European motoring (up to 35 days per trip) 

"a~ Riding other classics 

Cover options*: 

Breakdown with options to include 
European cover and Homestart 

-r - Agreed value 

^ Ride to work 

-r 1 Track day cover 

"a~ Wedding hire cover 

-f and many more 

^ Specialist rates for club members 


follow us @ Footman_James 

Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household 


*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. **1954 NortonES2. Value: £4500. Main policy only and does not include any FJ+ cover 
options. All premiums assume it is not the main vehicle and includes Insurance Premium Tax. Male rider aged over 25 years old, 2000 annual limited mileage, and full clean 
driving licence with no claims or convictions. Member of associated club. Postcode 0X10, vehicle garaged with no modifications. Includes a £10 arrangement fee. 

Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded. FP ADCB204.11.14 
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James Whitham on part four of 
his Suzuki resto. 
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Mark Haycock’s wiring issues! 
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How to make small bits look like 
good bits. 
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Andy Bolas sorts out his front 
suspension. 

94 SUZUKI GSX-R1100L 

Suzuki Apprentices sort the 
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Off with Paul Berryman’s head! 

110 HONDA VFR400R 

Honda’s jewel-like NC30 
revealed. 
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Steve Cooper helps bright sparks. 
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Andy Bolas on the Honda Hornet. 
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Bertie Simmonds on the Kawasaki 
ZRX1 100/1200. 
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King Kenny Roberts’ Yamaha 
naked from 1978. 

1998 SUZUKI TL1000S 

Simon Roots on Suzuki’s 
scary TL1000S V-twin. 
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Up-coming events, model 
motorcycles and Scoop’s 
column! 
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There’s only one place to go: 
the CMM Stafford Show! 

FEEDBACK 

VT500 facts fed-back, pillion 
advice sought. 
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All your own work and we love 
you for it. 

1990 YAMAHA 
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CMM reader John Woods 
and his lovely SP. 
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1978 SUZUKI GT380C 

Reader Dave Smith and 
his love affair with this 
restoration. 

HONDA TRAIL BIKES 

Steve Cooper on the Honda 
350 CL/SL trailies 

PRO-AM RETURNS 
PART 2 

CMM’s Niall Mackenzie wins 
once more! 

MIRA FILES: 1975 

John Nutting looks back at 
the best bikes of 1975. 
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What if Yamaha did the 
decent thing... 
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FZR400RR SP pocket rocket 
ridden and much more. 
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Debut of 
a King 


Here are legends Derek ‘Nobby’ Clark (left) and 
Kel Carruthers working on the Yamaha YZR500 
(OW-35K.) 

The location is San Carlos in Venezuela and 
it would be an inauspicious start to their 500 
campaign as a mechanical issue sidelined rider 
Kenny Roberts and reigning champ Barry Sheene 
would win. It wasn’t all bad, as Roberts would win 
the 250 race but would soon concentrate on the 
500 title and take it by 10 points from Sheene as 
the Brit suffered from a mystery virus all year. 

Kenny would go on to be a triple world 
champion, taking the title the following two years 
too. From then he would continue to be a front- 
runner, right up until his final season in 1983 
when he was beaten at the last round by fellow 
American Freddie Spencer. 

Kenny paved the way for the American invasion 
of the 1980s, inspired a knee-out hang-off riding 
style that worked on bikes with lots of power and 
limited tyre technology and became a Yamaha 
team owner as well as a manufacturer in his own 
right. Triple champ as a rider, four-time world 
champ as a team owner and a visionary who has 
helped make MotoGP what it is today, cm 


Want to get hold of pictures from Morton’s 
Archive? Then head to: www.mortonsarchive.com 
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Quick 

Spin 



1999 SUZUKI 


f omoj 


Guest writer Simon Roots of 
Fast Bikes magazine fame finds 
an old barnstormer of the past 
now much muted. 


WORDS: SIMON ROOTS PHOTOS: JONNY GAWLER 


0 : 


n the run up to the advent of the 
Millennium bug, I took advantage of a 
cheap loan from the bank hoping that the 
collapse of everything electronic would wipe out any 
future payments post December 1999. 

The original aim was to buy a bad boy of a bike, 
the most deranged machine to ever escape the 
captivity of Japan at the time - a Suzuki TL1000S. 

I loved the concept of the TL, the looks I was in awe 
of, the half fairing showing off the motor and the 
bike signing things off with that platypus of a tail 
unit. Ultimately, I could just picture myself astride 
this bike pulling massive wheelies away from the 
lights and leaving big dark lines at the exit of 
every corner. 

And that’s why I bought an R6. Ultimately, I’m a 
head over heart person, and I found a dealer who 
was offering a spanking new R6 cheap, but since 
then, I’ve always hankered after a TL1000S. That’s 
why I was interested to see an absolute m inter 
parked outside JHS Racing. My brain can’t quite 
work out why someone bought this new and then 
proceeded to do just 2500 miles over the course of 
the next 10 years, but at least I had the keys for the 
day - this was going to be good. 

Stock cans were a bit of a turn-off as the whimper 
from the 996cc V-twin motor was somewhat of a 
surprise. I was expecting shake, rattle and roll to be 
generated from those big pistons thrusting up and 
down, but in return for applying some choke and 
thumbing the starter, I got a timid tickover. With 
105bhp at the rear wheel, in pure power terms, time 
hasn’t been kind to the TL (well, perhaps if you're 
used to new bikes like me) but lOObhp is ample for 
the highways. 

So how does the TL look today? Well, the muted 
dark blue didn’t float my boat in the way the original 
red one did with its gaudy graphics, but the riding 
position felt eminently usable. Though the fixtures 
and fittings looked like relics from a bygone era O 
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> to me, the riding position built by swept bars and 
high clip-ons feels relevant for cornering action. 

It’s different to be on something truly mechanical 
these days, where your inputs have direct results 
when applied to the recipient component. My head 
felt clearer knowing that I was in control of my 
own destiny, rather than electronics masking any 
miscreant use (again, it’s what we modern bike 
riders are used to). Though injected, the drive off the 
throttle from the motor is clean and punchy in the 
right zone - anywhere from 4000rpm up. It doesn’t 
possess a heavyweight’s wallop, but engage the right 
ratio at the right time and it delivers a hearty thump. 
The noise gets better with speed too, with the 
airbox’s inhalation and motor’s explosions doing their 
best to mask what little the pipes exhale. 

But I'm still to see how this engine could have 
caused the problems that are so associated with 
the TL. It didn’t feel so outrageous that the chassis 
couldn’t cope. So that meant it was time to coax 
it. I remember reading so much about the bike’s 
geometry, weight, power and ultimately its radical 
rotary damper rear suspension that caused the 
inherent instability on road. The TL-S eases its way 
through the roads I’m on, and to be honest they're 
not the challenge of some, but the bike does what a 
bike does - it brakes, turns and fires out again. I’m 
in jeans and a jacket, but I could easily get a 
knee-down if I was properly attired. 

Time has been relatively kind to the TL-S here. 
Okay, so the brakes don’t bite hard on the first 
squeeze and the tyres need plenty of time to warm 
up before they hark back to their youth and start 


gripping, but the action of cornering itself is sweet. 
It tips in well; not super quick, but quickly enough. 
It struggles a bit to hustle it through a roundabout, 
as much an indication of weight and its centre of 
gravity, but it delivers precisely what it set out to 
achieve - to be an A and B-road bahn-stormer. 

And there's so much potential here. If you get 
in at the ground floor with something a bit shabby 
you can spend what you saved in honing the TL-S 
to something near perfection - new cans lop weight 
and add power, refreshed suspension delivers more 
poise and added precision, new lines and pads 
return the bite to the brakes. There really is life in 


above: Still looks 
good - even in blue. 

BELOW: Still goes well 
too. 
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The TL's rotary damper is 
often blamed for the bike # s 
handling woes of the time. 
Suzuki went for the rotary 
shock design because a 
v-twin makes exhaust 
routing of the rear cylinder 
difficult. Packaging a bike up 
is a tricky task when an exit 
pipe sits where a traditional 
monoshock should. That 
is when heads start to get 
scratched and new solutions 
are formulated. The rotary 
option (similar to that used 
on FI cars then and now) 
would split the springing 
and damping functions of a 
traditional shock, enabling the 
TL to have a short wheelbase 
and dissipate heat better. 

in practice, the Kayaba 
shock struggled to deal 
with high internal working 
pressures. 


Stiction is also a problem 
of the design, thanks 
to complicated sealing 
arrangements inside (this 
also leading to the unit 
being non-serviceable). The 
exhaust being close (not so 
on the TL1000R) also caused 
overheating, which the 
design was supposed to cure. 
But other influences also 
conspired against the rotary 
damper - the short wheelbase 
and no steering damper. 

The TL1000S never was able 
to shake off its reputation as 
flawed. The death of bikers 
Simon Carolan-Evans in April 
1997 and Farshad Sanjoori 
that August on TLs saw to 
that. Taming the beast came 
when Performoto made a 
steering-damper kit for the 
bike and Maxton did a £650 
fork and shock mod kit that 



replaced the rotary damper 
with a conventional one, but it 
was still flighty. Many blamed 
a 53-47% rear-end weight 
bias, torquey motor and cheap 
suspension that made it slap. 
A later Suzuki recall to fit 
steering dampers did seem 
to calm down the TL a tad 
(Suzuki at the time said the 
damper was going to be on all 
1998 models) but for many the 
original model pre-damper is 
the one to find and buy and 
was the most powerful and 
seems so, too. Some were 
tested at I20bhp... 


IN DETAIL: 1/ Suzuki 
damper marks this 
as a post-launch year 
model. 2/ Carbon-look 
scoops looked the biz 
in '97. 3/ Left-alone 
spring hides behind 
lattice ally frame. 

4/ Name alone used to 
scare people. 5/ Suzuki 
had a thing for seat 
humps like this in the 
late 1990s. 


SPECIFICATIONS 

1999 

SUZUKI 



996cc, liquid-cooled, 
eight-valve, dohc, 90° 
V-twin 

I25bhp @ 8500rpm 


77lb-ft @ 8000rpm 
6-speed 
chain 

aluminium trellis 



> almost any old dog, but this one is a bit too pristine. 
I want a shabby old sleeper that looks rough but 
goes well. 

My rose-tinted visor thought the TL-S would be a 
belter, offering manful power and requiring manful 
control. But it’s a bit of a pussycat, all told. It got 
a reputation as it couldn't deliver much else to be 
honest - and suckers like me dined out on this 
controversy. I’m not saying it didn’t have issues, 
because it did, but the biggest issue it had was the 
people on top trying to force it to be a GSX-R750. 
Had I bought one back in 1999, I’m pretty sure 
I’d still own it. Characterful bikes from Japan don’t 
come round very often, and the TL-S is surely the 
most characterful of the lot, certainly more so than 
my first R6... cmm 


wtumwa 

Front: 43mm inverted 
forks, fully adjustable; Rear: 
Rotary damper system, fully 
adjustable with separate 
spring 

rmrrai 

Front: Twin 320mm discs 
with Tokico four-piston 
calipers; Rear: 220mm disc, 
twin-piston caliper 

nr-rai 

Front: 120/70-17 
Rear: 190/50-17 


SEAT HEIGHT: 


835mm 

1415mm 


DRY weight: 


190kg 


FUEL CAPACITY: 


17 litres 
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NEWARK 

AUTOJUMBLE 

Newark & Notts Showground, 
Newark-on-Trent, Notts NG24 2NY 

(junc A1/A46/A47-signed) 

SUN OCT 11 

ALSO: Nov IS, Dec 13 


CUSTOMER EARLY BIRD PASS 8am-9am £10 


DAY ADMISSION 10am - £ 6 


LARGEST + BEST ONE-DAY AUTOJUMBLE IN UK - over 3000 plots previously - inside and out - vast classic display - 
up to 1000+ (cars, bikes, commercials, kits, custom, etc) - FREE DISPLAY AREA for classic cars and motorcycles (just pay 
admission charge) - FREE Trade Papers. FREE Sat night camping & caravanning (toilets and breakfasts available) for 
stallholders - FREE stewarded customer parking. Established 30 years of leading successful events. Demo, restoration and 
trade stalls welcome. Plots from only £18 pre-booked. 

Send SAE for booking form or download from website. r ^ 

Over 3000+ plots previously - reduced admission for classics from 10am ® i "OT®» 


MORTONS MEDIA GROUP LTD Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6JR 
Tel. 01507 529470 Mob: 07824 145472 Email rgraham@mortons.co.uk 
Web. www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 


CLASSIC 

Car Buyer 




UNIT 3 - 130 WORCESTER ROAD DROITWICH WR9 8AN 01905 799099 

gpw 

mm *ni 


COMPLETE MOTORCYCLE REPAIR AND SERVICING WORK CARRIED OUT ON ALL MODERN AND CLASSIC BIKES MOT TESTING AND SERVICING 

ENGINE REBUILDS - DIAGNOTICS - WIRING - CRANKSHAFTS - REBORE AND PISTONS - GASKETS 

PART RESTORATIONS - TUNING - WHEELS - ALL MAKE OF TYRES SUPPLIED AND FITTING / FUEL TANK SEALING 

CARB BALANCING - SETUP - TUNING- YAMAHA -KAWASAKI - HONDA -SUZUKI-MOTOGUZZI HARLEY DAVIDSON-TRIUMPH- ANY MAKES.WE CAN DO IT. 

CALL US TODAY - OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK - COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE ARRANGED - 2 STROKES AND 4S TROKES ENGINE WORK.CHROME - ALLOY WELDING 
WE CAN SUPPLY ALL PARTS FROM MOST MANUFACTURERS AND OFFER A POSTAL SERVICE.-PAINT WORK TO CONCOURS STANDARDS - ANY WORK. 

CARB CLEANING - ELECTRONIC IGNITIONS FITTED AND ULTRASONIC CLEANING / BIKES BOUGHT AND SOLD - MOTTESTING 


EMAIL: gary@classicandmodernbikes.com x — 7 

WWW.CLASSICANDMODERNBIKES.COM W udStfOl 


fuch$ Silkolene 
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Get 

If you love old dirt 
bikes, there’s only 
one place to go in 
October and that’s 
The International Dirt 
Bike Show. 

Straddling the last 
weekend in October and 
the first in November, 
it’s Europe’s largest 
dedicated off-road 
event. The show takes 
place at Stoneleigh 
Park, Warwickshire and 
promises once more to 
be fun for all the family. 
There are a number of 
things to look out for, 
including the activity 
hall so you can ‘have 
a go’ and live action in 
one of the many arenas. 

The event takes place 
over four action-packed 
days. For the third 
consecutive year, the 
main manufacturers 
have confirmed their 
attendance, with Honda, 
Kawasaki, Husqvarna, 


down & dirty! 


INTERNATIONAL 


SHOW 


27th- 30th Oct 
Stoneleigh Park 


KTM, Suzuki and 
Yamaha all showcasing 
their latest offerings. 
Show organiser Nick 
Mowbray says: “It is 
always something of 
a challenge for the 
Dirt Bike Show team 
to maintain upward 
momentum and to 
ensure that off-road 
fans have a great time, 
feel they have received 
top value for money and 
leave the event buzzing; 
but it’s a challenge we 
relish! We can’t wait 
to open the doors at 
Stoneleigh Park on 
Thursday, October 29. 
See you there!” 


■ Visit www.dirtbike 
show.co.uk for updates. 



Well worth popping along to the IDBS! 



SUZUKI NEEDS YOU! We want your classic! 


To help celebrate the 30th anniversary 
of the seminal GSX-R range, Suzuki 
wants to get the best models from 
the family on their stand for the 
Motorcycle Live show later this year. 

In the run up to this year's show, 
GSX-R owners are being invited 
to upload photos of their bikes to 
Suzuki’s website to create a gallery of 
the iconic sports bike range. 

Owners who have their GSX-R 
selected to appear on display at 


Motorcycle Live will receive two free 
tickets to the show as well as two 
season passes to next year’s British 
Superbike championship. Suzuki 
GB marketing manager Rob Cooper 
says: “Thirty years of GSX-R is a 
hugely significant milestone for one 
of the world’s most popular range of 
motorcycles. It was only right to have 
a display at this year’s Motorcycle Live 
show and we’re excited about getting 
GSX-R owners involved and can’t wait 
to see the photos, from the original 
GSX-R750 to the first 1100 model, 
SRADs to the first GSX-R 1000, and 
everything in between.” 

So, visit the special GSX-R page 
here: www.suzuki-gb.co.uk/gsx-r- 
competition Suzuki can be found on 
stand 4D20 at this year’s Motorcycle 
Live, which takes place from 
November 28 to December 6 at the 
NEC in Birmingham. 

■ For tickets and show information 
visit www.motorcyclelive.co.uk. 



We still want to hear from you if you have a bike 
that deserves a place on our stand at the 22nd 
Carole Nash CMM Show at Stafford. 

Thanks to the many people who’ve come 
forward so far, we will be in touch. YOUR 
bike could join CMM regular machines such 
as Steve ‘Stavros’ Parrish’s Yamaha FZ750 
Superstocker (if it’s finally finished) and the 
Suzuki Apprentices ‘work so far’ restoration of 
the 1990 Suzuki GSX-R1100L (see page 94 for 
how that’s shaping up...) 

To refresh your memories, we will need to get 
the bike on the Friday evening and you can take 
it away on the Sunday as the show closes. We 
will insure the bike for the duration of its stay 
on our stand and we hope to have a prize for 
the machine that CMM’s staff and contributors 
think is the best overall! 

Keep the applications coming to editorial® 
classicmechanics.com and meanwhile head 
to page 18 to get more details on the show, 
which takes place at Staffordshire County 
Showground, over October 17-18. 
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RF900 in full flight. 


SNETTERTON 
4-HOUR IS GO! 


Now, obviously you will 
be heading to the CMM 
show at Stafford over 
the weekend of October 
17-18, but here’s 
another event you could 
pop to on the day you’re 
not with us! 

Our friends at 
Classic Bike Trackdays 
have their final blast 
for the year will from 
Friday, October 16, to 
Sunday, October 17, 
at Snetterton, so that’s 


a full three days of 
hedonistic motorcycling 
mayhem for you to go 
along and enjoy. 

It all kicks off with a 
classic bike trackday on 
Friday and leads into a 
fantastic mix of trackday 
riding and classic racing 
throughout Saturday 
and Sunday, all leading 
to the highlight a 4-hour 
classic endurance 
race on the Sunday 
afternoon. 


■ If you want to check it out, go to: 
www.classicbiketrackdays.com 


A life in bike racing. .. 

Chris Carter was a big 
name in bike race circles in 
the 1970s to the 1990s. He 
was a journalist, commentator 
and broadcaster at the very 
top level of motorcycle sport. 

Now in retirement, he’s 
written his memoirs, which 
are a funny, fascinating 
and unique insider view of 
professional motorcycling over six decades. 

Chris was at Grand Prix, trials and speedway 
events and big internationals like Daytona and 
Macau. The book is full of remarkable stories 
and amusing anecdotes of a life in racing 
spent alongside some of the biggest names in 
the business. The book includes a foreword by 
Kevin Schwantz. The book is available direct 
from Chris at: carterbsn@gmail.com priced at 
£17.99 plus p&p. 




A shamed though l am to admit it, more often than 
not the first thing I turn to when each new issue 
of this mighty organ flops through my letterbox is the 
classifieds section. Mainly because I just love applying 
my wild and let's face it, cynical imagination to what 
many of the advertisers claim for their offerings. And 
after decades of painstaking observation, I reckon 
'Genuine Reason for Sale' must be the biggest fib in 
classic bike jargon. How anybody can commit these 
words to print, where they stand as permanent 
testimony to your treachery, l don't know but the truth 
of the matter is that there are only three 'Genuine Reasons' 
for unloading your precious classic, namely: 


1) You need the money (to buy another pride and joy that 
hopefully won't be such a time-consuming money-pit as 
this one). 

2) You need the money (to pay off the vast debts you incurred 
rebuilding the aforementioned pride and joy). 

3) You need the money (to buy a new kitchen in order to 
placate the missus over the one you ruined rebuilding the 
aforementioned pride and joy in last winter. And maybe a 
bathroom, too, if the rebuild involved a two-stroke 
exhaust system). 


MARK 

WORDS MEAN NOTHING 

What passes for sales patter, asks Wiliams? 


So however much this rankles, let's invoke a bit of candid self-policing in the 
classic classifieds before the Advertising Standards Authority turn their beady 
eyes our way and the game is finally up. As ever, I'll lead from the front and admit 
that I'm guilty as sin when it comes to misleading wording but as I've mentioned 
before l was once a full-time professional hack. And l can remember, for example, 
the Yamaha DTl75-engined Dalesman-framed enduro I built back in the mid-70s. 
Its construction, by the way, would've justified Williams' Third Genuine Reason, 
see above, but fortunately I was a bachelor at the time. 

The work included converting the Dalesman's frame into an autolube reservoir 
and a fantastically complicated arrangement I'd designed for a Q/D seat unit, 
thus providing access to vital electrics and a Tupperwear airbox. Apart from 
proving that I couldn't, the welding never really met its structural and geometric 
obligations so that rather than oozing oil from its engine in time-honoured Brit- 
bike fashion, the YamaDale instead oozed oil from its chassis, the seat only stayed 
in place when held firmly down by the rider's bum, and the chain alignment was 
5mm out of kilter prompting a heavy toll in spring links. The Genuine Reason for 
Sale when l became too exasperated to try and right the wrongs l had wrought 
was, when asked, 'Well I'm looking for a new challenge'. Yeah, right, the challenge 
of finding something to do with all the spare time I'd have after buying a brand 
new off-roader instead of cobbling together a bitza. 

A little later I deployed further poetic licence flogging my Yamaha XS-2 which 
for once wasn't a bitza, although in the interests of trying to get it to negotiate 
corners without throwing me off, it had been fitted with a roller bearing swinging 
arm, Koni shocks and different fork springs. Oh, and in order to comprehensively 
annoy the neighbours it had been treated to straight through 'silencers'. Try as I 
might it seemed no-one wanted such an unstock XS-2, so eventually l resorted to 
an advert whose 'Genuine Reason' was the need to get something more suitable 
for commuting, with the consequent temptation of 'possible part-ex', well the 
chumps who came along with wee CD175S and horrid old BSA Starfires were 
given the obvious 'Well 'fraid it's not quite for me', little knowing that my real 
replacement for the Yam was that most ideal of commuter bikes, a Laverda Jota. 
Which in due course and after much lying l eventually found the money to buy. 

And that was one bike l needed no 'Genuine Reason' - however bogus - to 
flog five years later to the first person who saw it, and something that unlike the 
YamaDale and the XS-2, l was truly sorry to say goodbye to. 
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THE AUTUMN STAFFORD SALE 

The Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Show 

Sunday 1 8 October 201 5 

LOT PREVIEW 
bonhams.com/22727 

COMPLIMENTARY AUCTION APPRAISAL 

Visit bonhams.com/motorcycles to submit a complimentary 
auction appraisal request. 


ENQUIRIES 

Motorcycles (London) 

+44 (0) 20 8963 281 7 
ukmotorcycles@bonhams.com 

CATALOGUE 

+44 (0) 1 666 502 200 
subscriptions@bonhams.com 




1972 SUZUKI GT750 

£ 6,200 - 7,000 


1975 SUZUKI GT250 

£ 3,200 - 4,000 




1987 KAWASAKI GPZ900R NINJA 

£ 2,200 - 3,000 


1989 HONDA NSR250R SP 

£ 6,000 - 8,000 


Bonhams 


bonhams.com/motorcycles 





Saucy and unique. 


SALON PRIVE HONDA 


Our own John Nutting ‘spotted’ this 
beauty. He says: “This neat special 
is appearing at the Blenheim Palace 
Salon Prive and it’s lovely. In the PR 
blurb it says: 1974 Honda SS 250 
Super Sport. Starting life as a 1974 
Honda SS50 four-speed moped, 
this Honda SS 250 Super Sport was 
bought in bits by the current owner. 

The chassis was then modified and 
strengthened in order to take a water 
cooled 250cc motocross race engine 
producing 43bhp. A new swingarm 
was also fabricated from high tensile 


tube to withstand the additional 
power of the engine, and the bike 
features bespoke stainless steel as 
well as updated wheels and brakes. 

To complete the work, the bike is now 
finished with an original Honda blue 
grey frame and contrasting candy red 
fuel tank. 

We love it! We like to simply show 
you a saucy bike we’ve ‘spotted’ 
during the month. 

■ You can share them with us too, 
drop us a pic at the normal address. 


SPRINT SUCCESS! 


August saw the classic Ramsgate Spring event make a welcome return in the 
Kent seaside town. 

Held annually from 1956 to 1968, the Ramsgate Sprint was one of the 
country’s leading events playing host to the nation’s top riders. Classic 
bikes from the period returned to the historic venue at Ramsgate’s Western 
Undercliff and the event was considered a big success, with not just bikes, 
but a host of events for all the family. It is hoped that this will make a 
regular return on the classic calendar. 



Thousands flocked to Ramsgate. 



The sunny side of the classic world, 
with the VJMC’s Steve Cooper 

W hoever 
said 

"every day is 
school day" 
was either a 

patronising arse or a very 
wise person: my own 
personal view point on 
this changes depending 
on whether those five 
simple words have just 
infuriated or inspired me. 

A little while ago l was 
introduced to the concept of JIS 
screws. No, not the perverse 
thread pitches used before 
the Japanese embraced the ISO 
standards but the actual 
screw heads themselves. 

Perhaps I've just missed 
this one over the years or I'm genuinely 
thick but I've learnt from the experience of 
someone else. Apparently the cross head screws 
I've been spinning all these year might look 
like a Phillips head but they are different. If my 
teacher is correct the angle of the recess is 
slightly steeper than a Phillips driver but shorter. 
Apparently a reasonable facsimile of a genuine 
Japanese driver can be affected by simply taking 
the tip off your normal screw driver. It's not 100% 
perfect but it works well enough. Furthermore 
this is the genuine reason why those pesky round 
headed screws are such a pain to remove; normal 
screw drivers are inclined to 'cam-out' so I'm 
told. Knowing that my sage-like instructor has 
never owned an impact driver in 43 years of bike 
business pretty much vouches for the accuracy of 
his instruction. 

No man is an island as they say; picking up a 
trick, a dodge or a new technique can make any 
workshop task just that little bit easier. The ability 
to learn from others is as much of a gift as the 
instruction itself. You are emphatically never too 
old to learn. If you care to look around in the world 
of craftsmen and artisans you will see that the vast 
majority of them are from older generations. 

Despite what the governments of the day might 
have you believe it's only in the very recent past 
that education and commerce has truly woken 
up to the fact that people/customers need skills 
beyond a damn keyboard and PC. For some four 
decades or more younger people have been 
misled to believe if they use their hands in a career 
they've somehow squandered their education. 

I know this having been indoctrinated with the 
false concept as a kid and subsequently seen it as 
a school governor. Many of my school mates went 
into building and car repair. Most are now retired 
living in a Costa villa. They trained with their 
hands, on the job, and every day was very much 
a school day! 




www.vjmc.com 1 01324 410519 
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WE cover your mate’s bike when 
YOL ride it - FRE of charge on us! 
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Carole Nash, a name you can trust 

0800 458 2530 

✓ Low excess only £50 ✓ Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 

event of an accident which is not your fault 

✓ Free agreed value AA 

✓ RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage 

✓ UK & European breakdown and accident cover when rjd ing other bjkes 

recovery, including Homestart assistance 

worth over £100 ✓ FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30 A 



CAROLE NASH 


3 0 th BIRTHDAY 

The care it deserves 


QC % reevoo ** would recommend 

— ■ 11 Based on reviews from Carole Nash 

January 2015 -June 2015 


defaqto 

defaqto 

defaqto 

V./v;v 



★ ★★★★ 

★ ★★★★ 

★ ★★★★ 


Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 

A DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. tTerms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/bike-giveaway-terms-and-conditions. On Modern, Classic or Six Wheel quotes. AA Subject to satisfying underwriting conditions. 
**Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a 
trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841. 



C ALE N D AS 


OCTOBER 




in association with 

NASH 
Tfte care it deserves 


25 Rat, Brat, Bobbers, 

Choppers & Rat Rods, 

Ace Cafe www.ace-cafe-london.com 


Classic Bike Trackdays 

Snetterton 4-Hour race and trackday 
www.classicbiketrackdays.com 
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Stafford in the middle of October is the only place to 
be for any discerning classic motorcycle aficionado! 

This year’s 22nd Carole Nash Classic Motorcycle 
Mechanics Show features road-race legend and 
23-time TT winner John McGuinness as guest of 
honour. The Morecambe Missile will be on stage 
regularly giving us all an inside look at his racing 
career, which spans back to the early 1990s, when 
he owned and raced a Kawasaki KR-1S. His love of 
250 two-strokes led to him becoming British 250 
champ in 1999. 

Much as we love McPint and his stories of 
derring-do, the bikes are always the stars at Stafford. 
Machines from the 1960s, 70s, 80s through to 
the 1990s are going to be there in their hundreds. 
Meanwhile a similar number of traders and dealers 
will be in attendance, allowing show-goers the 
chance to stock up on parts, spares, accessories, 
tools, riding gear, memorabilia and much more! 

The Restoration Theatre, a popular new attraction 
to April’s Stafford show, will be making its October 
debut and will once again be hosted by Pete Thorne 


of ITV’s The Motorbike Show. He’ll be on stage at 
various times throughout the weekend presenting 
information and advice on key restoration and 
maintenance issues. 

Throw in the Classic Racer GP Paddock, the off- 
road Classic Dirt Bike Hall, the Bonhams Auction, 
the cavalcade sessions in the showground's main 
ring and you can see why this Stafford show is set to 
be one of the biggest and best yet! 

For more information about tickets go to: 
www.classicbikeshows.com 


04 Hornet Swarm & Hondas, 

Ace Cafe, North Circular, London 
NW10 7UD www.ace-cafe-london. 
com, 020 8961 1000 


17 22nd Carole Nash Classic 
Motorcycle Mechanics Show: 
www.classicbikeshows.com 


25 Huddersfield Autojumble, 

Old Market Building, Brook Street, 
Huddersfield HD1 1RG. 
www.phoenixfairs.jimdo.com 


1 1 Normous Newark Autojumble, 

Newark Showground, Newark, Notts 
NG24 2NY 

www.classicbikeshows.com, 01507 
529529 

12 Brit vs (Vincents & velocette) & 
Classic Bike Day, 

Ace Cafe, www.ace-cafe-london.com 


18 Red Oktober 

Eastern Bloc Vehicle Day, 

Ace Cafe, 020 8961 1000 

24 Kempton Park Autojumble, 

Kempton Park Racecourse, 
Sunbury-On-Thames, 
Middlesex TW16 5AQ. 
www.egp-enterprises.co.uk 


or 07795 505388 

25 South of England Real Classic Bike 
Show and Jumble, 

Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL 
www.elk-promotions.co.uk 

29 international Dirt Bike Show, 

www.dirtbikeshow.co.uk 
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EARLY ENTRIES INCLUDE: 

VINCENT COMET COMBINATION AND VINCENT RAPIDE COMBINATION (above) 

1935 ROYAL ENFIELD, MATCHLESS GI2, JAMES, CYCLEMASTER, TIGER CUB AND A 1962 AERMACCHI 


FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED 


ANGLIA CAR AUCTIONS PRESENTS THEIR 

SATURDAY 

GATES OPEN 9AM 

Al IPTiniVl OTADTC 

CLASSIC 

ITil 

AUU 1 IUIN o 1 An 1 o 

12pm 

MOTORCYCLE 

AND AUTOMOBILIA 

IIM 

KINGS LYNN 

NORFOLK 

AUCTION 

CALL US ON 01553 771881 OR VISIT 

angliacarauctions.co.uk 

COMPETITIVE RATES 1 SELLERS ONLY 5% FAST PAYMENT 



ANGLIA CAR AUCTIONS 










FEEDBACK 

Post to Mechanics, PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ 
or email your pictures to editorial@classicmechanics.com 


WIN a Scottoiler bike care pack 


Every month we’re giving away a Scottoiler Bike Care Pack to the writer of the best submitted letter we 
receive. The pack contains two litres of Scottoiler FS365; giving you the ultimate in summer and winter 
corrosion protection. Simply get in touch by sending emails to: letters@classicmechanics.com or post 
your letters to the normal address, giving contact details just in case you are that lucky winner. 



r 


\ 


Firestorm in a teacup 

Having waited eagerly for a 
month for your review of the 
Honda VTR1000 FireStorm 
(CMM September 2015) I 
felt let down by it. Like most 
other reviews you used the 
first version for your test 
and not the later Mk.2. This 
version was much improved 
over the old model, apart from 
the speedo, which was as good 
as useless. 

I find my 3000-mile 
example an adequate means 
of transport. Its biggest failing 
is even with its bigger tank it’s 
a thirsty beast and you still 
have to keep an eye on the 
fuel gauge, not fitted to the 
Mk.l. It is also not very handy 
in town but give it some open 
road and we're in business as 
it is comfy, reliable and quick. 

J Knowles 

Bertie says: "The first 
model came out in 1 997, 
the Mk.2 in 2001 - which is 
effectively outside our VJMC 
rule for the mag of 15 years 
or over ! But still we did 
regale you with the positives 
and also mentioned the later 
model having the larger tank 
and in fact the bike in the 
test had the bigger tank 
retrofitted to it, but any 
VTR has range issues . " 



A VTR with a bigger tank. 


****Prize winner**** 


Pillion plea 

I’m a self-confessed loner. I love nothing 
better than to spend a few hours in the garage 
or workshop with a mug of coffee and just 
the radio for company. All the troubles of the 
world are left behind for those few hours, as all 
my attention is focused on my bike. However, 
all this would also feel rather pointless if I 
wasn’t able to spend time sharing my interest 
in all things two-wheeled with others. Be that 
through bike clubs, friends or relatives. It’s 
that camaraderie that binds bikers and is 
crucial to my wider enjoyment of this most 
excellent of hobbies. 

I’ve realised the importance of this recently, 
as I remarried a couple of years ago, and 
while no dyed-in-the-wool biker, my wife has 
at least shown a passing fascination with my 
eccentricity for bike collecting, and a tolerance 
to oily fingerprints on door handles. 

My wife is my confidante and best friend, 
so I have been delighted that she has even 
ventured out enthusiastically for a few rides 
on the back. She’s bought her own leathers 
and now shows every sign of being dragged 
unwittingly into the biking fray. However, as 
welcome as this is, it is giving me a small 
and unexpected problem. We are enjoying 
biking together, but from a slightly different 
perspective: with her biking as a pillion. 



Despite more decades on a bike than I care to 
recall, I’ve never been a regular pillion! 

This letter is a plea for an article to help us, 
and anyone else like us, share our hobby with 
just a little more mutual understanding. Given 
the excellent quality of your articles each 
month I am confident that you could come up 
with something that not just helps pillions, 
but also gives some advice to the pilots as 
to how we might be just that little more 
accommodating. 

Steven Bird 

Bertie says: “Steven, what a lovely letter 
- it gets our prize this month. What say you 
people? Would you read riding tips to help you 
pootle along with a pillion more proficiently ?" 


A legend writes... 

Jon Bentman's piece on the 
VT500E contained much 
useful info, but also a few 
misplaced factoids. When 
Which Bike? tested the 
VT500E in 1983 we got 
lllmph out of it - llmph 
faster than Honda’s own 
CX500E, which was also 75 
quid dearer, at £1770. As 
Bentman says, it did however 
offer similar performance to 
contemporary 500-550cc 
UJMs, but boasted more 
mid-range grunt and with the 


exception of Kawa’s GT550, a 
lower price. 

He’s also right in saying 
that many were despatched, 
and for the abovementioned 
reasons, but as co-owner of 
a despatch company myself 
in the mid-80s, we had few 
maintenance issues with the 
VTs we ran, and certainly none 
involving floppy camchains. 
And we never had problems 
with bendy sidestands. 

Also, I recently imported a 
VT500FT Ascot, the ‘pseudo 
flat-tracker', from the USA, 



and according to the manual 
that came with it, a ‘partial 
engine removal’ certainly isn’t 
necessary to adjust the valves 
in the rear cylinder head. 

However, as the VT500 
Forum’s Jim Witherspoon 


V 
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Machine repaired! 


> notes, some E-model parts are 
now difficult to come by, most 
notably bodywork, but a lot of 
mechanical and chassis items 
are common to the Ascot and 
Shadow models, which can be 
sourced from the Continent 
and the US relatively easily. 

Mark williams 

Bertie says: “To err is 

human. In the letter you spelt 
JB’s name wrong!” 

Man down! 

I was cheered to see my Speed 
Triple in the July issue in your 
piece about the Welsh Classic 
Festival at Anglesey. Sadly, five 
hours after leaving the event, 

I crashed, holing the clutch 
casing and trashing my lid and 
gloves. I was also concussed. 
The bike’s now rebuilt with 
thanks to Scorpion Exhausts, 
who rebuilt the right-hand end 
can for £50. 

Maidstone Motoliner 
straightened the forks, front 
wheel, discs and clip-ons, 
while Bike Torque Racing in 
Frome did an outstanding job 
to repair the front Brembo 
radial master cylinder. Scorpio 
Electronics in Kings Lynn did 
a tacho repair. It was the usual 
trawl through the likes of the 
excellent National Triumph 
(thanks Ivan) for other spares 
and eBay for bits and pieces. 



And before the crash. 


With some other service 
items done the bike feels 
better than before (the missus 
reckons it looks better too). 
These bikes are very well 
built and I’m sure that’s why 
it’s still on the road because 
previous owners of this 
machine have crashed it too. 

I know the guy who designed 
the swingarm on these bikes. 
There’s a bothersome design 
error - the chain slider block 
has a securing bolt set directly 
behind a frame spar, making it 
inaccessible, so the swingarm 
has to be rotated out to get 
at a small M6 bolt! Anyway, 

I look forward to more reads 
of the magazine - super hero 
cartoons are fine with me! 

I like Stan Stephens' 
articles, Mark Williams, 

Scoop and the whole thing. 

The writing, subject and 
photography tell me what I 
need to know and what I didn’t 
know about something new. 

Mark Kelly 

Bertie says: “Cheers 
Mark. Good to meet you and 
glad you're okay.” 

Be assured when 
you insure! 

I reinsured my bike with 
Bennetts and I was asked if 
the bike had been modified. 

My response was no (no trick 
exhausts, air filters, brake 
changes, bodywork etc.) but 
when I told him I had a top 
box they charged me a further 
£30, even though it’s not 
fitted half the time! 

What worries me is that I 
could have been in breach of 
my policy without knowing it. 

I wonder how many readers 
are unknowingly in the same 


Super Super Sausage 




Just a quick note to say 
thanks for sorting the fun 
event at the Super Sausage 
cafe in August as me and my 
mates had a top day riding 
the 150 mile round trip to 
see the lovely bikes. It was 
good to see so many people 
turning up on bikes new and 
old, although next time could 
we all have a free cup of tea? 

Basher Smith 



Dave Watkins was there! 


Bertie says : “Glad you liked it Basher - dread to 
think how you got that name! As to freebies, I think the 
management line is that times are tough, so tough V 



New and old at the Super Sausage! 


position? Bennetts advertise 
that they ignore 16 of the 
most popular mods and I 
would have presumed that 
was one of them if I had not 
mentioned it. Check with your 
insurer carefully. 

J Knowles 

Bertie says: “You again 
Mr Knowles ? Very good point 
- insurance is something we 
will be looking at in detail, we 
think. And check out Steve 
Cooper's issues on page 78. ” 

Archive error 

Just before anyone else points 
out the issue with the Archive 
shot in the September issue, 
it’s not Alex Bedford but Pete 
Wild - you can’t mistake 
Pete's beak. These things 
happen - people change 
numbers and the snapper 
doesn’t check, etc. 

Male wheeler 

Bertie says: “Ahhh thank 
you! And if anyone wants to 
keep abreast of all things to do 
with classic racing, do check 


out Male's magazine - Classic 
Racer. ” 

Let there be light 

Is there any chance of an 
article about converting 
headlights and others to LEDs 
to try and take the pressure off 
the generator? Like with Spa 
Katana, but more details and 
outlining the pros and cons 
with such a set-up. 

Nigel 

Bertie says: “Sounds 
like a great idea to me - Paul 
Berryman, where art thou?” 



Nice headlight PB! 
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We’ve teamed up with The Ho bby Company 

www.hobbyco.net which distributes Tamiya p 

A plastic motorcycle kits in the UK to give our | 

" favourite restoration one of its amazing | 

motorcycles in miniature. So, send in your | 

pictures of your bikes and you could win the k 

chance to indulge in a miniature motorcycle 


restoration of your own. Remember to send [ 

your name and address on each submission | 

so we know where to post the kit 


Al Ford's BMW R75/6 

After a beer or several and dangerously 
with a laptop I stumbled across this R75/6 
basket case. I declined to buy because it 
was too expensive. Days later the seller 
asked if I was still interested and I cheekily 
replied in the affirmative, but only if half 
the price. He accepted and I had to do a 
300-mile round trip stuffing the bits in my 
Vauxhall Vectra ‘Tardis’. 

It was an ex-police bike with 40,000 
on the clock and when I stripped it down 
there was hardly any wear on camshaft, 
crank, followers, splines etc. it had not 
been taxed since 1980, so maybe it 
was the correct mileage. A list of needs 
was put together and surprisingly all the 
important and fiddly parts were there, but 
anything that moved and was considered 
a consumable was replaced. Two years later I 
have this beauty. It’s not for the purists as I don’t like the 
stock pipes and like the minimalist approach to rebuilds. 

Sure, the replacement tank has some marks on it but 
I like bikes to ride, not to be afraid of leaving outside. It 
was not cheap to do, thanks to BMW parts prices, but I 
like to make things work again, I like to think I saved it. 
The many nights in the workshop with the odd can of beer 
kept me amused for two winters, and with three women 
and a female dog in the house, it was priceless! Oh and a 
little tip: cider vinegar is brilliant for cleaning rusty parts, 
the tank especially, you do need to be patient though. 

Here in deepest Dorset the local Cider Museum made 
me 25 litres for a very good price and I used it to clean 
all sorts including seized tools. Also the best way to clean 
textured alloy covers without making it too shiny is to use 
Scotch-Brite and WD40. 


TA1VUYA 


We want to see YOUR pride and joy in our pages, s° you can 


if VOU 
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Jason Teague's 1 980 Honda CK500 


Hello from the States! I look forward to your magazine every month. I bought 
this 1980 CX500 C as a basket case in October 2013. With the massive 
help from my best friends Shane and Steve, I am very happy with what 
we came up with. A new sub-frame was made, along with brackets in the 

seat to hold the electronics and a 
lightweight lithium battery. The 
bike has 40,000 miles showing, 
so we freshened-up the motor with 
new seals, adjusted the valves, new 
clutch, cables, bearings, pretty much 
all parts on the bike were cleaned 
or replaced. I have also attached 
a picture of my small collection of 
bikes which include a 2004 RC51 
(SP-2), a 2011 Ducati Monster 796 
and a 2013 F6B. 


I bought this 1978 Yamaha DT400E in March 
2015 in scrap condition and imported from 
the USA. Everything was just about broken and 
rusted up and I spent three months to get the 
bike looking like it does now. There are still a 
few jobs left to do on the Yamaha but I’m looking 
forward to showing and using the Yamaha when 
the sun shines. If it ever does. 


Chris Frazer's 1 978 
Yamaha DT400E 
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Great mag! I’ve been reading it since I was 17 - I’m now 56! I got the kids to 
send these pictures to you as I haven’t a clue! It’s of my MV Augusta 750 F4. 
1999 reg. 

I had a brand new GSX-R1000 and part-exed it for this MV with 2000 miles 
on it. It is bog standard apart from the gold wheels and polished rims which 
I think prettied it up! It’s awesome to ride and the handling is way beyond 
my abilities and I’ve had 40 bikes. I love the Jap 
bikes but when I pull up at Box Hill etc. it’s nice to 
have something a little different. It’s not the most 
comfortable of bikes but I love the styling. I have a 
Suzuki GSF600S Bandit for when I’m feeling lazy. 


Barry Coles' 1999 MVAgusta 750 F4 



I have two bikes, so I guess I 
am a greedy sod. I never really 
liked Suzukis as a rule, I was 
more a Yamaha lad so these two 
bikes break all the rules for me. 
One is a 78 Suzuki GT500 and 
the other a 75 Suzuki GT550. 
My Suzuki GT550 started four 
years ago when I put on a bid 
for a bottom half of an engine! 

I don’t know why! What 
would I do with an engine that 
was incomplete and had been 
sitting on someone’s garage 
floor caked up in muck? 

I won and paid the £40 and 
drove down to Essex and put 


the lump in the boot of the car. 
It had no barrels, cylinder head 
or pistons: just the crankcases, 
but all the guts were there 
except the starter motor. Two 
years later it was finished. This 
was my first restoration as I had 
not really been into doing stuff 
up. Everyone thought I was 
completely bonkers because 
I basically had nothing at all. 
Sourcing the parts was fun but 
very time consuming. A lot of 
this bike was made from parts 
shipped over from the States. 
It’s not one for the purists but 
it draws attention. The Suzuki 


GT500 I bought from a bloke 
when I found it laying up the 
side of his garage. It was a 
real mess as the engine had 
dropped a con rod and this 
had gone straight through the 
crankcase. 

This took about two years to 
sort out with a complete engine 
rebuild on a sourced crankcase. 


The biggest headache was to 
save the rear chrome mudguard 
as the middle section had 
completely rotted through. 

I repaired it with some sheet 
metal that I had rolled to shape 
and after cutting the rot out 
welded this in place. 

Any dimples I filled with a 
braze I love the results. 


Mark Owen's 1 975 Suzuki GT550 
and 1978 Suzuki GT500 
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INSURANCE FOR 
YOUR CLASSIC BIKE 



Bikesure Insurance Services offer specialist policies, which 
we tailor to your own riding history and personal requirements. 
Our quotes are competitive and we focus on finding you 
tailor-made insurance schemes which cut prices, not corners. 


POLICY BENEFITS 
AVAILABLE INCLUDE: 

• FREE Legal Expenses 

• FREE Breakdown Cover 

• Agreed Value 

• Modifications Cover 

• Great Value Multi-Bike Rates 

• No Excess 

• Limited Mileage Discounts 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 

0800 032 5350 

bikesure.co.uk 



AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE 
FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY. 



I j WHO ELSE FOR BRAKING ■ www.billet.co.uk - Tele: 01 795 477752 
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Jealousy can be a positive emotion, honest! 
Just ask John Woods, who was always 
casting a covetous eye on a mate’s ride. 


> Wk y mate Roland Jones is a bit of a Yamaha 
Ilf I nut and despite his bike having had 
I W m its fair share of mechanical problems, 

I always had a slightly jealous eye on his bike 
whenever we were on a ride together. 

The bike in question is a Yamaha FZR400RR 
SP (3TJ2.) It just looks so good on the road and 
as Roland competed in the TT in his early years of 
biking, it appeared to punch above its weight on the 
handling and braking front too. 

Roland and I have been riding together for the last 
eight years and as time went on, my appreciation for 
his bike grew to the point that I was looking round 
for an FZR for myself. At the time I was involved 
with the rebuild of a Kawasaki Turbo and typically 
the bike had taken more than its fair share of time 
and money, but finally in summer 2012 that bike 
was pretty much sorted. 

While on holiday in France with the missus I 
saw a 3TJ2 for sale on eBay, so I dropped a couple 
of emails to the guy selling it and he seemed 
honest about its history, telling me that it had 
fuelling issues and would not tick over, had no tax 
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> or MoT and would benefit from some new rubber. 
Apparently he and a mate had bought it to race but 
lost interest before they started. I remember the 
auction ended on the night of the opening ceremony 
of the Olympics. I won gold and duly rented a van 
to take me from Gloucestershire to Essex for the 
pick-up. 

The bike was as described. It was gutless and 
spluttering with a strong smell of unburnt fuel. 
Barring a few original parts missing it was pretty 
well all there. It was only when I got the bike home 
that I realised how much of it was not actually 
original including bits such as fastenings and the 
little odds and sods that Yamaha charge big money 
for. Cosmetically, the bike was pretty ragged but 
the history with it had shown it had done only 
19,000km. 

Despite the motor not running well, it had no 
knocks or rattles and the gearbox seemed okay. You 
could select all the gears but as the bike would pull 
away with some gusto, the engine would suddenly 
lose all of its power. As mentioned it wouldn’t tick 
over and there was hardly a whisper from the cam 
area at all. 

Aesthetically, it was not very pleasing. The 
tailpiece was an aftermarket glass-fibre job, which 
didn’t really fit that well and every time it was 
removed it brought half the wiring harness with it... 
The fairing had lost its ‘ears’ and the mirrors were 
AWOL. The ‘floating’ brakes seemed to have been 
modified so there was around 3-4mm of play in the 
front discs. I just chucked the lot in the bin. Despite 
all this, I had an SP! 

I stripped the bike down to frame and engine to 
assess the amount of work that was needed. During 
the strip-down I found more and more missing and 
broken parts, including a broken air filter case and a 
piece of garden hose acting as the engine breather. 
There were no oil leaks and it had a new chain and 
sprockets, so that was something. 

Searching for parts was left to a mate who is a 
dab hand with the overseas websites, particularly 
Yahoo Japan. A fairing turned up pretty soon, but 
I had given up all hope of finding a tailpiece, but 
finally I won one for buttons - again on Yahoo Japan. 
I thought bits like this would be commonplace - but 
they're not, so you have to be pretty lucky to find 
fairings and tail units. 

The frame and swingarm had been polished at 
some stage and I gave a great deal of thought to 
restoring this to the factory finish, but eventually 
decided that polished was ‘en-vogue’ back in the 
day, so I decided to stick with it and polished up the 
bits I had already experimented on. With the front 
discs binned, I sought some decent second hand 


THE REBUILD: 1/The 
bike as bought: looks 
an easy job, right? 
wrong! 2/ Bodywork 
was a mix of OE and 
aftermarket until 
success on Yahoo 
Japan. 3/ Many 
frustrating hours on 
the motor. 4/ When 
exhausts off, solution 
was found. 5/ Lovely 
brakes took time. 


ones on eBay and nailed them for next to nothing 
only to find they were incorrectly described and so 
too small. Sometimes with bike restoration lady luck 
visits you and in this case she arrived in the form of 
a disgruntled eBayer who had bought a lightly used 
pair on eBay that were too big for his bike so we did 
a direct swap! 

The bobbins on the discs were sloppy so I made 
25 new ones (only 20 needed but I wanted some 
spares) in total on the Myford lathe and I shimmed 
and ‘wave washered' and circlipped the whole 
set-up. Making this type of product on a Myford 
requires about 20 tool changes per piece. Yet again 
this was extremely time consuming and expensive, 
but the net result is good, if not original, but the 
originals cost a fortune. It worked though, as I then 
had a very powerful and progressive front brake after 
the addition of new original pads. 

As a matter of routine, I always renew seals and 
brake lines, using original seals and aftermarket 
braided lines. I used Elliotts in Swindon for all the 
new parts I needed as the company had a pretty 
good grip on the grey import models and was very 
competitive on price. I replaced the fork bushes 
and seals and all the swingarm linkage bearings and 
wheel bearings just to be on the safe side. 

To refurbish the forks I could not find a colour 
match for the scratched fork sliders that needed 
refinishing. Eventually, I found someone who was 
willing to mix up a paint based on the original 
colour determined by a very clever colour matching 
machine. They actually made up a quarter litre 
of paint and it was very cheap considering all 
the trouble they went to. The stanchions were in 
surprisingly good condition and for the first time on 
any resto I have done I did not send them away to be 
reground and rechromed. 

My first job on the motor was to sort out the O 
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THE REBUILD: 1/ 

Wiring originally came 
off with seat hump! 2/ 
Remote reservoir for 
shock. 3/ Original can 
hard to find now. 4/ 
One of these hid the 
dark secret! 5/ Original 
discs ditched. 


The SP is pure race. 


irritating fuelling problem that would not let the 
bike tick over and causing it to lose power. While 
messing about with the carbs I noticed a weak 
spark on cylinders two and three; the result of two 
defunct HT leads. I bought two new HT leads and 
changed all the carb rubbers and seals and reset the 
adjustments to factory settings. I then realised the 
needles and jets were not original and priced up new 
ones from Yamaha. Just as I was about to part with 
my hard-earned, someone on the 400Greybike.com 
forum offered me a set of original carbs for not very 
much, so I transferred all the good bits I had to my 
refurbished carbs. 

While messing about with the carbs I did a 
compression test and found good compression 
across all pots. With the refurbished carbs and the 
confidence that the engine was delivering good 
compression, I took it out for run but the problems 
were still there. I decided it was time to look deeper 
into the bowels of the engine. Whipping the cam 
cover off I was surprised to find the majority of the 
inlet valves had no clearance at all (when cold). How 



could this be when I had such good compression? 

So, I took the head off, and removed the valves and 
springs to find that a previous owner at some stage 
in the bike's life had reground all of the valves and 
recut the seats using techniques and angles that 
I could not find in any book. Simply put, the head 
was knackered and beyond economic repair, but a 
mate of mine who runs a performance engine shop 
reground and salvaged the valves. At this point I had 
to search for a new head and that’s where the power 
of the internet kicked in once more. 

The 400greybike.com website revealed a 
non-forum member with a 3TJ2 head they wanted 
to sell. The replacement head was skimmed, the 
seats recut, and a careful head rebuild ensued. 

While I had the head off I thought I would take off 
the barrels and check the bores, rings, pistons etc 
and replace the base gasket. To my horror I found 
massive scoring on cylinder number two. At this 
point I threw away my cheap compression tester and 
sought a rebore. Knowing this would be expensive 
I checked everything very carefully and found the 
pistons were in good condition and well within 
tolerance. I did some maths on the cost of a rebore 
(including new oversized pistons and rings) and it 
was so depressing that I started to look for a cheaper 
way of doing things. I wondered if it would be 
possible to reline the bores and utilise the existing 
pistons. An internet search threw up a company 
called LA Sleeve in Los Angeles that had four (and 
only four) replacement liners in stock. I bought 
them, paid the agonising duty and got my mate 
Mark Maynard, of Maynard Engineering in Stroud, to 
remove the old liners and fit the new ones. He bored 
and honed them then I refitted the barrels and head 
with new standard size rings. 

After this amount of messing about I was 
surprised the bike started on the first press of the 
magic button. I took it out for a run with no body 
work (private land officer) and the fuelling issues 
had disappeared! You need to give these bikes a 
fistful as they're revvy and the gearing is so high, 
but I was delighted to finally sort out the problem 
after nine months. My joy was short-lived. The bike 
was now smoking and I was confused as to whether 
this was just burning off rebuild oil or something 
more sinister. After an hour it was still smoking - so 
it was time to delve inside once more. When I took 
the exhaust off it was obvious that it was cylinder 
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“Restoring bikes is a funny old 
thing. You appear to make no 
progress for months and then 
all of a sudden you make a real 
breakthrough. That happened 
when the plastics came back 
from Dream Machine.” 


> number one causing the problems as the header 
pipe had lots of oil in it. Taking the head off was 
becoming second nature and I was expecting to 
see number one cylinder scored or with a broken 
piston ring. Instead, I saw nothing wrong - just 
lots of oil, so I figured it may be a head problem. 
Finally, I noticed one of the new valve stem seals was 
defective. It looked like during the injection process 
not enough material had been injected and left it not 
sealing properly on the stem. I had some spare seals 
so I put one in and put the bike back together taking 
the opportunity to check the valve clearances while it 
was apart. Finally, the EXUP valve wasn’t seized but 
it was stiff so I dismantled it and cleaned it. Getting 
it apart involved shearing all the hex screws, so Time- 
Serts and HeliCoils became the order of the day. 

Gordon Kingham, of Top Guns in Cambridge, 
Gloucestershire, sprayed various non-plastic bits and 
Mikris, of Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, coated many 
other parts, including the exhaust, which although 
not a match to the original, is a brilliant likeness and 
a fantastic finish. The majority of the plastics were 
scratched or cracked including the recent additions 
from Japan. So it meant the laborious task of fixing 
all the plastics by cutting opening the cracks with 
a conical Dremmel bit and either plastic welding or 
adhering with Plastex - a brilliant find. Plastex looks 
like there isn’t enough when you buy it but it goes a 
long way once you get the hang of using it. I rubbed 
down, filled and primed all the panels that needed 
painting. 

Restoring bikes is a funny thing. You appear to 
make no progress for months and then, all of a 
sudden you make a real breakthrough. When all the 
plastics came back from painting at Dream Machine, 
the whole thing went from being an engine, wheels 
and frame to completely finished in a few hours. 


I also got a kmph to mph speedo converter that 
gets rid of that irritating ECU-determined speed 
restriction. When you look at a bike for sale it’s not 
obvious how many original parts are missing and this 
is what costs the money. I stopped counting how 
much I spent at about £1500, as it was depressing. 
That said, many of the original bits were there, such 
as a near-perfect silencer and radiator, which are 
specific to the 3TJ2. 

At the time of writing I still need to set up the 
suspension and fine-tune the fuelling. I will benefit 
from a trip to a rolling road and a bit of fiddling. The 
bike no longer smokes but would benefit from an oil 
change just to get rid of that build oil. 

Do I still feel the same way about it as I did when 
I was coveting my mate’s bike? I will tell you at the 
end of Steve Cooper’s road test next issue! cmm 


These things are so 
special. 


Finally finished. 
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Andy Westlake hunts down what could possibly 
be the only Munch TTS 1200 in the UK. 


WORDS AND PHOTOS: ANDY WESTLAKE 


I n an age when the across-the-frame four-cylinder 
motorcycle is almost the norm, it is interesting to 
know that the first such engine was designed and 
built in 1923. 

Carlo Giannini and Piero Remor built such a 
powerplant for their Rondine racer but it would 
take another 45 years before the format found its 
way onto a street bike. Not as most would assume 
by Honda and its CB750, but by an odd-looking 
motorcycle made in Germany carrying the name of 
Munch on its huge fibreglass petrol tank. 

Powered by a one-litre NSU car engine housed 
in a tubular loop frame it was initially named 
‘Mammut’ or ‘Mammoth' in English - a name 
dropped after a bicycle manufacturer claimed the 
rights to it - and the German giant would become 
one of the enduring icons of the motorcycling scene 
in the late Sixties and early Seventies. 

Our imposing test machine was made in 1970 
for a customer in Germany and was number 147 
to leave the Altenstadt factory of the legendary 
Friedel Munch. Prior to its arrival in the UK it had 
undertaken a trans-global trip via Japan and the 
USA before it was acquired by enthusiast John 
Ransome in 2000. It is believed to be the only 
example in the UK and for the owner it was the 
culmination of a 10-year search for a marque he 
had been attracted to after he saw a photograph 
of one in the early 1970s. For its creator, the 
Mammoth is the representation of his dream to 
build the perfect motorcycle. 

Munch was born in Dorn-Assenheim in February 
1927 near to his father's thriving car and motorcycle 
repair shop and by the age of six he was riding his 
first motorcycle. He quickly proved he had a natural 
aptitude towards things mechanical and following 
the end of the Second World War he joined the 
family business. In those austere years spare parts 
were in desperately short supply and the young 


German had to resort to much improvisation and 
lateral thinking to keep customers’ bikes running. 
Such were his skills that Friedel quickly had a 
reputation of being able to breathe new life into 
some of the most dilapidated machines that postwar 
Germany could throw at him. 

Meanwhile, on the racetracks he was also showing 
his mettle on a home-brewed ‘Munch Spezial’. 
Constructed from a 500cc Horex 5, an NSU 601 
OSL and parts he designed and made himself, the 
fast and sweet-handling four-stroke was - in its 
creator’s hands - a seriously competitive machine. 

Sadly, his own promising race career was cut 
short following a serious accident at the dangerous 
Schotten circuit in the early 1950s. However, his 
tuning skills on the German twins had not gone 
unnoticed by the Horex factory and in 1954 he 
joined their competition department, where he 
stayed for 12 months before rejoining the family 
concern the following year. 

With motorcycle sales on the decline, Horex 
closed its doors in 1958 and Munch bought all the 
spare parts and production machinery. By the early 
Sixties he had taken over his father’s business and 
in 1964 he designed and built the Munch racing 
brake - a high performance drum brake for street 
and racing motorcycles. 

It had long been Munch’s ambition to make a 
complete motorcycle and this finally came to fruition 
in 1965, following a visit from a friend driving a new 
NSU Prinz 1000TT car. His plans for a complete 
machine had already reached an advanced stage 
with a rolling chassis built with a frame similar 
to that of a Norton Featherbed and powered by a 
modified Horex unit. However, it didn’t take too long 
for Munch to realise that with a few modifications 
the air and oil-cooled ohc engine in the NSU was 
ripe for transfer into a motorcycle and by late 1965 
a prototype was completed. O 
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ABOVE: It's a unique 
profile, we will say 
that. 

BELOW: Even the 
clocks are big and 
many! 


> This was put through its paces by well-known 
journalist/tester Ernst Leverkus, who was very 
enthusiastic about the big new four-cylinder 
superbike and, together with its creator, showed it 
to the NSU management. They liked what they saw, 
but although they were not interested in reviving 
NSU motorcycle production they readily agreed to 
supply Munch with engines. 

This first machine was sold to Jean Murit - a 
famous French former sidecar road-racer - and by 
the time the ‘Mammoth’ had its first public airing 
at the Cologne show in the autumn of 1966 it was 
actually Munch’s second, and already improved, 
version. This machine was lauded by the motorcycle 
press all over the world and within two months of 



its launch Munch had received 18 firm orders from 
enthusiasts wanting to own one. 

Munch himself didn’t have the financial means to 
set up any kind of series production but just at the 
right time the American publisher and former Indian 
factory racer Floyd Clymer came on the scene. 

An astute businessman, Clymer acquired the US 
distribution rights and took charge of the financial 
operation, leaving his partner Friedel to concentrate 
on the development of the bikes at the newly-opened 
factory at Ossenheim. 

Employing around 20 people, production was soon 
under way and in 1967 a total of 30 Munchs were 
built, with a good share going to the United States. 
Reports described it as “the biggest, strongest 
and fastest production bike in the world” and 
“the motorcycle is as reliable as a car, as fast as a 
Porsche and as exclusive as a Rolls-Royce”. 

From November 1967 the powerplant became the 
new and improved 1200cc NSU unit and other than 
detail differences it was of a similar specification 
to John's 1970 bike we see here. While the basic 
engine block is of NSU manufacture, the oil sump, 
primary drive, clutch, gearbox and chain case 
were made from electron at the Schenks foundry 
in Maulbronn from moulds supplied by Munch. 
Electron is used primarily in the aviation industry 
and is both lighter and sturdier than aluminium, 
though it is susceptible to corrosion and if it is not 
painted it becomes brittle. 

John had been impressed but another 20 years 
were to elapse before he began searching for one. 
This initially proved to be very difficult, John says: 
“From the time I started riding at 16 I’ve been 
attracted to quirky and slightly unusual looking 
machines and there is no doubt that the huge 
Munch was a very different bike to the British 
singles and twins I grew up with. 


32 / classic motorcycle mechanics 





IN DETAIL: Badge gives it all away. Big engine neatly shoe-horned into the 
frame. 5/ There # s no mistaking when this thing is coming at you. Clocks do the 
job, but this could well be the only one you # ll see in the UK! 5/ Four-cylinder motor 
capable of around 90bhp 


“I immediately fell in love with the whole design 
concept but back in the 1970s the possibility of 
actually owning one of these bikes was just a dream. 
However, 20 years down the line I was in a position 
to turn that dream into reality and I began scanning 
all sorts of advertising sources to see if I could track 
one down. Of the 478 bikes made, only 200 or so 
are now known to exist and of these a collector in 
Germany owns 30, a Frenchman 18 and 20 more 
are in a museum in America. 

"Once bought people tend not to sell but it was 
a lucky sighting in the Old Bike Mart by my wife 
Marion that set the ball in motion. Munch number 
147 had been bought from its original German 
owner by Sam Yamashita, who took the bike with 
him when he moved from Japan to the USA but 
it had lain unused for some time until a divorce 
settlement heralded its sale. 

"After numerous exchanges of emails and phone 
calls we agreed on a price and several weeks later 
a huge crate arrived at our home. This was held 
together by 597 nails, every one of which was 
removed by my pal Mike Edwards. He counted them. 
It had suffered some salt damage during transit from 
Japan to the USA, but fortunately this was limited to 
some of the alloy and just required a good clean and 
the fitting of a replacement ignition switch before we 
could get it fired up.” 

The TTS 1200 weighs in at an impressive dry 
weight of 7061b (321kg) and, viewed from any 
angle, is a seriously big motorcycle, so it wasn’t 
called a Mammoth without reason! Taking centre 
stage is the four-cylinder 1200cc engine with its 5 
litre electron sump that sits snugly and low in the 
beautifully crafted frame. 

The casings on the near side of the machine are 
of Munch's own manufacture and hide the duplex 
chain to the overhead camshaft and the toothedO 




www.ciassicmechanics.com / 33 





The Munch was the first production bike to feature 
a cast wheel and this was adopted following tests 
on the prototypes conventionally spoked variety that 
proved incapable of handling the NSU’s prodigious 
power output. Also cast from electron was a new 
rear body section incorporating the mudguard and 
up-front a headlamp cowling holding a pair of NSU 
TT car headlights. 

In spite of all the magnesium alloy used, the 
second prototype still tipped the scales at close 
to 6001b dry (273 kilos) but for the time it had 
phenomenal performance, taking just 4.5 seconds to 
reach 60mph and hitting 112mph after 20 seconds. 

Friedel Munch was not only a visionary but also 
a practical motorcyclist and as I discovered a lot 
of thought had gone into a simple - but often 
overlooked - operation like rolling it on and off 
the centrestand - it’s one of the easiest I’ve ever 
encountered and handy as it is such a heavy bike. 
Soon it was time for my ride! 

In the 15 years John has owned the bike it has 
had very little use but from cold it was a willing 
starter and although the oil/air-cooled four was 
mechanically quite noisy, this was largely drowned 
out by a purposeful crackle through the pair of low 
slung silencers - as I sat blipping the throttle I was 
in no doubt that this was a ‘real’ motorcycle, despite 
the origins of the engine. 

Not surprisingly, it was quite a stretch across the 
cavernous petrol tank but all of the controls felt in 
the right place and the positioning of the footrests 


> primary belt that drives a Porsche-engineered clutch 
through a four-speed gearbox. This, in turn, delivers 
power to the rear wheel by a chain that runs in a 
fully enclosed oil bath chain case. This is also made 
from electron and features a novel adjuster that 
alters the chain tension without recourse to moving 
the wheel in the swingarm. 

On the offside of the bike is the case that covers 
the three-phase Bosch alternator borrowed from a 
BMW car that again is actuated by a toothed belt. 
Four exhaust pipes exit from the front of the cylinder 
block before joining into twin silencers. Carburation 
is by two, twin choke Webbers; ignition is electronic. 
The rear wheel is again cast from electron with 
stopping power courtesy of a huge 250mm drum 
shrunk into the hub ring. 


ABOVE: Munch shortly 
before he died and 
(below) doing what 
he did best. Testing 
his own creations. 
Respect! 


34 / classic motorcycle mechanics 





Four-cylinder four-stroke 

EE2EHMM1 

1177CC 

mnmnEEsm 

75x66.6mm 

1:9.2 

air/oil 


VALVE ACTUATION 


Ohc duplex chain 

EsmnnEm 

Twin Webbers twin choke 
type 40 DC0E19 

DM] 

electronic Bosch 3 phase 
12V/400W 

HUH: • » .Mi 

wet sump 5.5 litre SAE 30 

E3M m 

4-speed 

88bhp @ 6500rpm 

r m 

double loop 

nsm 

41.3mm 

msnmm 

electron casting with oil 
bath chain case, twin shock 


TTS 1200 

‘MAMMOTH’ 




Munch 


absorbers 


> afforded a slightly tipped forward riding position. 

The clutch cable, which had rather an ugly flow to it, 
was surprisingly light in operation, while the throttle 
was heavy pulling on the two twin choke Webbers. 

The engine, with 30,000km showing on the 
odometer, was instantly responsive pulling away with 
little throttle and the gear selection from the 
four-speed 'box was positive and certain. It was 
Munch’s claim that due to the flexibility of the 
88bhp engine it was good for a range of between 
25mph to 125mph in top gear, although sadly we 
were not able to put this to the test. With so little 
use John had warned me that the front brake was 
slightly ‘grabby’ and not wishing to dump his pride 
and joy most of the speed retardation was achieved 
using the excellent rear stopper and engine braking. 

Suspension is taken care of by 41mm telescopic 
forks of Munch’s own construction at the front and 
adjustable twin shocks at the rear, which gave a 
firm but predictable ride with none of the wallowing 
usually associated with such a heavy machine. 

Prior to Sam Yamashita buying the bike it had 
been through the Munch workshop for servicing, 
so its mechanical history is unknown, but some 
Mammoths have covered huge mileages before they 
have required attention. 

Friedel Munch was a brilliant engineer, a keen and 
talented rider (some say he tested all the bikes he 
manufactured personally) but perhaps not such an 
astute businessman as his company was to undergo 
bankruptcy and four takeovers before 1991 when 
the entire concern was bought by Rolf Damen, Olar 
Bruns and Gerhard Hilmer. 


It is this company, DBH, that today supplies 
spares to help rebuilds and restorations for 
Mammoth owners around the world and keeps 
the wheels of Friedel Munch’s dream and vision 
alive, as the man himself sadly passed away back 
in April 2014. 

John is justifiably proud of his rare machine 
and despite my ride being cut short due to a slight 
problem with the fuel pump, it was a privilege 
to sample this important and valuable piece of 
motorcycling history. It’s a gem. cmm 
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Three years in the making and it’s love 
- meet Dave Smith and his passionate 
restoration of a Suzuki GT380C. 

WORDS: BERTIE SIMMONDS PHOTOS: DAVE SMITH A 
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> ■ t’s fair to say we love all sorts of restorations at 
I CMM , from those that are so pinpoint and spot 
I on, to those that are simply built to ride again 
and to hell with the patina. 

Dave Smith's loving restoration of this 1978 
Suzuki GT380C is somewhere in the middle. It’s 
been done to a very high level and specification, 
don't doubt that, but it’s been done without the over- 
anal eye that some concours-carbon-copy machines 
are subjected to. The result is something that is 
special not just because of the quality of finish, but 
because of the personalisation and soul that’s gone 
into the build. 

"Like many of us, my love of bikes came from 
when I was a kid growing up in Liverpool,” explains 
Dave. "I was eight miles from the nearest bike shop: 
James ‘Jimmy’ Fothergi M’s in Toxteth and I took a 
shine to motorcycling from the age of 12. There was 
nothing untoward about how I got into bikes, but 
I’m 58 and readers will know that back in the day 
sometimes youngsters got riding bikes a little too 
early shall we say. The result was that I knew every 
back-alley between home and that bike shop so you 
could keep away from the plod!” 

With his first bike a Raleigh Runabout bought 
for a fiver, the passion grew and a series of shrewd 
purchases saw him through an RD400 to an XS750. 
He says: "I had a knack for buying the right bike and 
making them look better then selling them on. That’s 
pretty much what I did up until I was 17. Really, my 
world was changed when I saw the Yamaha YAS1 up 
until then I had a Tiger Cub which I spent more time 
under, than on! 

The YAS1 had been set on fire - so it was perfect 
for me! But for me to get it, I needed a tenner for 
the Tiger Cub. My mate Laurence Smith haggled me 
to £8 for it. A week doesn’t go by now without him 
messaging me the links to Tiger Cubs on eBay going 
for between £4000-£6000!” 

The YAS1 was something Dave hadn't really 
seen before - a two-stroke. It was one of 30 bikes 


that he was to have when he was a nipper and 
one which marked a turning point. "I made it into 
something of a Jap cafe racer, but I was transfixed 
by the sound and smell and the performance. We’d 
never heard the sound or savoured the smell before. 
That’s stayed right with me... although I never had a 
GT380. I had a GT250 - I loved that. 

"Everybody wanted a GT750 but most of us 
couldn’t afford it so the 380 came around probably 
about the right money.” 

Fast forward some years to early 2012 and Dave 
and his mate Steve are on the M5 heading north to 
Cheshire from Somerset. In the back of a van is the 
Suzuki GT380C you see in these pictures - albeit 
in a very sorry state. Dave says: "It was almost fated 
not to happen, as on the way back a car, with some 
push-bikes on the roof, had them fall off into the 
middle lane of the M5 and Steve had to react pretty 
quickly! I was worried the GT would end up in the 
cabin we had to brake that hard.” 

Thankfully it didn’t, but it wasn’t an auspicious 
start to their relationship. Also, Dave says: "The 
Suzuki was the first nut and bolt rebuild I've ever 
done and it needed serious care and attention. It 
was in a right mess. To make things more difficult 
I worked in a shed nowt bigger than 2m by 3m: I 
call it ‘Shedquarters’. At one point over the first few 
weeks I was working in the shed at minus seven 
degrees from 7pm to lam each night.” 

The initial work was seeing what needed to be 
done: which was a lot. At each stage Dave would 
dismantle some assembly and find more work 
needed to be done. Hence this was going to be a 
bare-bones resto. Dave said: "I had the frame stove 
enamelled as I’m more a traditionalist but not a 
purist! Glad I did as people say stoving tolerates 
solvents better than powder-coating. I did all the 
bearings and bushes and the wiring loom as after 
40 years this one was brittle and would snap. There 
were three parts to the loom and one part of it - the 
bit that feeds the gear indicator on the dash, clock 
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isn't she a beauty? 
Yes, not all OE # but 
modern touches add 
some practicality. 


“I wanted the 
guys with the 
modern bikes 
to go on ahead, 
but they liked 
following the 
smell of the 
GT380 way too 
much!” 


> lights etc. - was hard to find so I made it myself and 
even got the correct marine-style connectors and 
simply made it from black trailer cable.” 

One thing Dave didn’t want to do was the motor. 
"Stan Stephens did that,” explained Dave. "And 
I have to take my hat off to him. What a gent he 
is and his service was beyond first class. He did a 
standard rebuild, with a new clutch and gearbox, 
pistons and rebore. I put on an electronic ignition - 
so it’s a brand-new engine really.” 

While a traditionalist, Dave hasn’t gone all-out 
for OE. "She’s had a few aftermarket parts with 
my approval. The mudguard at the front isn’t for 
this model, but it is £40 not £240! It’s got an 
0-ring chain, too. The decals aren’t the proper 
colour - I liked the original silver base colour but 
the grey and blue stripes didn't do it justice, so I 
used pinstripes in gold.” 

The seat became a challenge - finding someone 
to do it almost to the spec of the original. Dave 
explains: "The seat was shot. I could buy a new 
seat for £330, but I could buy a three-piece suite 
for that, but I still wanted it done properly. Phil at 
P&K Classic Bikes did a great job. It's one with a 
resin base, no holes (where water can run through) 
and it was £165 delivered! Fantastic! The clocks 
were damaged on the dial and I was worried that 
I couldn’t get some with backing the same colour. 

I was quoted £120-£199 EACH for new dials. 


Eventually I found a bloke in New York who supplied 
black decals for the clocks which I got in three days 
for $15 - around a tenner. 

For Dave other differences from standard were to 
make the bike safer. He says: "First thing, I wanted 
as modern a tyre as I could get and the Bridgestone 
BT45s are fantastic - not square profiled like old 
tyres. Braided lines help give the brakes some bite. 

"Finally, I use the front brake a lot (I ride a 
'modern' Yamaha XJR1300 too) and I worried that 
this GT had no brake light switch on the front lever - 
only the rear pedal. I found accommodation for such 
a switch on the lever, but nothing else. I managed 
to buy one for £1.65! Those finds make you happy, 
even after shelling out £60 for three rubber gaiters 
for the carbs!” 

Another issue was the headlamp. With modern 
electronic ignition, Dave was bored of the headlight 
having ‘...a main headlight beam the size of a tennis 
ball...’ A simple halogen bulb swap wasn’t on the 
cards as on his model it’s a sealed unit, so he had to 
bite the bullet and buy a new unit from a different 
model so he could make the swap. He says: "It was 
£105, but I’ve kept the original should I want to go 
back to standard.” With the bike half original and 
half not, what model is it, Dave? "Well, I think it’s the 
C as it has the flush-fit tank filler - but who knows?” 

What Dave does know is that this is love. He 
explains: "Finally she was reborn from Shedquarters 
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THE REBUILD: 1/This was to be a full, nut and bolt resto. Frame would be stove enamelled. 2/ Carb parts can be hard to come 
by and expensive. 3/ The GT had been sitting for quite a while. 4/ Fork and front-end was fully refurbished. 5/ Motor effectively 
brand-new thanks to elbow grease and Stan Stephens. 6/ Clock dial backgrounds cost a tenner from New York. 7/ Headlight poor 
as standard and a sealed unit! Mudguard a cheaper £40 option. 


> in 2014 after two years. It was emotional when she 
fired up second kick. I did 3000 miles on her in 
that year alone. The amount of pleasure she gives 
to other people is humbling! She lives next to the 
cooker in my house. No, I'm not married. 

“This bike helps you meet other people who 
own similar bikes, too. In around March I met a 
chap from Woodchurch who also had a GT380. We 
exchanged numbers and some time later he rang me 
to tell me I was on the news on BBC Wales! And so 
I was. It was lovely to hear the bike on TV - I love 
the sound she makes, that crackle from the pipes 
is priceless. I’ve been all over North Wales and 
Cheshire at many events, both VJMC and otherwise. 

I don’t want to work out what I’ve spent on her - 
that’s not the point - but I've been offered more 
than I spent on her to sell, which I’m not doing.” 

Money well spent, we say Dave. “Yes, I love 
the camaraderie that riding old bikes gives you. 
Remember when I had the original headlight bulb? 
Well, there I was riding on the A49 desperately 
trying to see in the failing light with that awful 
standard bulb. Behind me were bikers on more 
modern machinery - if only they would go in front 
and light my way! Six of them, stuck behind me. By 
the time we got to well-lit roads they came alongside 
me at some traffic lights and admitted they didn’t 
want to overtake as they were so enjoying the smell 
and the noise. That’s what makes it special!” cmm 



Mudguard not correct but £40 - not £240! 
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HONDA SL & CL 350 TWINS 


t Non-identical twins often have totally different 
Characters and this pair is no different. Their DNA 
may bjisimilar but their manners are totally different 
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T o the casual observer these two machines 
are ostensibly very similar. Both are sohc 
Honda twins of the late Sixties or early 
Seventies, both nominally 350ccs and both seem to 
be intended for off-road use. Knobbly tyres, braced 
bars and purposeful looks only serve to reinforce the 
illusion that these are two Seventies trailies hewn 
from the same block of Honda billet. 

However, look a little deeper and the reality is 
remarkably different - they’re similar yet they’re 
analogues not homologues, related but not identical, 
comparable yet disparate. Welcome to the world of 
profligate niche marketing. 

The primary purpose of making motorcycles is to 
generate a profit, so it makes perfect sense to make 
as many as reasonably possible and share common 
parts or platforms. It’s not a new concept and yet 
the Japanese honed and refined the concept to make 
it an art form. 

Honda's approach here went a little like this: 

Come up with a successor for the hugely successful, 
if costly to produce, CB72/77 250/305 twins, 
make it cheaper to manufacture with higher profit 
margins and ensure the greatest commonality of 
parts possible. The clever bit is to get the sales and 
marketing department to come up with competitor 


analysis, future trends and possibly a little lateral 
thought and see how far you can push the model(s). 

The result was five models from one design. Road 
going bikes as per the well-known CB250/350K 
range, street scramblers a la CL250/350 and 
a genuine dirt bike capable of being used 
competitively in the guise of the SL350. Choose 
your markets carefully, promote as appropriate 
and watch the cash roll in. The fact that the end 
products make different people smile is almost a 
secondary effect, but enough clinical analysis and 
cynicism, what’s on offer? 

Here, running a pair of high rise pipes on its left 
hand side is arguably one of Japan’s best slices 
of early 1970s eye-candy, a Honda CL350K5 and 
the last of the line. Built to grab attention at every 
available opportunity it’s a bike aimed fairly and 
squarely at the American customers who genuinely 
wanted style over ability. 

Sitting in the late summer sun our test example 
looks a million dollars. We also have here the rarer 
SL350 with a subtle but distinctively more focused 
look to it. It’s noticeably more skeletal in profile and 
possibly not the instant crowd collector that is the 
street scrambler, but it still looks intriguing. Let’s 
have a closer look at both. 






IN DETAIL: 

1/ Basic exhaust suits 
privateer off-roader. 
Can be bashed back 
into shape. 

2/ Hence the 
minimalist clocks. 

3/ Model-specific 
frame downtubes 
hide motor tuned for 
torque and geared for 
outright grunt. 


> Before we get carried away with what the CL 
and SL are like on the road, remember this: Any 
comparison will always come back to the CB350K; 
it’s the benchmark simply because it’s the most 
well-known and popular. Crawl around the CL and 
it all seems very familiar if you know your earlier 
Hondas. To the casual observer the exquisite street 
scrambler could have been made any time between 
the late 1960s and late Seventies. Honda’s well- 
known drive to produce cars dictated its bikes 
remained grounded and based around 
well-established principles and components. 



Eric Peake's SL 


The CL350 in camera was bought to be used and not 
treated as a polished and preened show pony. Owner 
Eric Peake acquired the CL some 13 years ago when 
he decided he wanted something a little easier to ride 
as he got older. Having ridden pretty much most of 
the contemporary stuff throughout his riding career, 
he finds the Honda's seat height and lower mass ideal as he continues 
to ride into his 80s. 

The bike is obviously an American import (the SL never came 
here officially) and was purchased from an enthusiast for £800 in 
need of a respray and a big-end bearing. The only obvious deviation 
from standard is the lid to the toolbox, which is currently a craftily 
reworked baked bean can. The original went AWOL while out riding 
and was never found but amazingly the OEM tools were found lying in 
the road the next day! 


No risk taking, no pushing the envelope, no rash 
development, just subtle tweaks and considered 
upgrades. If the CB twins didn’t exactly progress 
then they didn't decline either. Honda had made 
its reputation on making quality products at sensible 
prices and it shows on Richard Robinson’s fantastic 
example. Quality panels, simple functional clocks, 
logically laid out switchgear, substantial brakes 
and classy grey control cables, all borrowed from 
the roadster. 

If Honda wasn’t giving anything away free it 
certainly wasn’t scrimping either. And as the CL 
was all about image there’s acres of chrome as well. 
That exhaust obviously takes pride of place but the 
headlamp brackets also get some in place of candy 
paint. There are some CL-specific components as 
well once you start digging - the front mudguard 
looks like little else and presumably was made for 
the street scrambler. 

In-keeping with the image, the fork legs get their 
own rubber gaiters to give a hint of dirt capability 
even if only the brave, rich or foolhardy would really 
chance their luck off-piste. Likewise, the seat is 
probably model specific and check out those strange 
little L-shaped brackets for the rear indicators. 
They’re most likely necessary so that the exhaust 
can clear the left hand unit. Okay, so the CL350 
might very well be a CB350 in a posh frock, but 
there’s little dispute that it scrubs up rather well. 

By comparison, the SL350 is, initially at least, 
almost the Cinderella act. Substantially less 
ostentatious than the CL, its restrained looks and 
almost anorexic proportions are potentially a little 
off-putting, at least until you do the history. What 
we have here is an off-road, privateer, competition 
machine. It is a motorcycle aimed at winning on 
the dirt and with a fair degree of competency. It 
is potentially rather difficult to make comparisons 
against anything vaguely contemporary simply 
because the SL grabs a middle ground few even 
knew existed. 

The bike was down a level from serried ranks of 
full-on Spanish machines being sold in the States 
at the time but confusingly a notch above the first 
generation trail bikes: typical of Honda to do their 
own thing. Know that a mildly modified SL350 won 
its class in the Baja 100 and be impressed; they 
were genuinely that good. The SL borrows some of 
its motive DNA from our benchmark CB350 but 
precious little else. Check out that twin down tube 
frame, it’s unique to the bike, minimalist and there's 
no provision for pillion pegs. 

The fuel tank is tiny in comparison to the CL's and 
SL specific, ditto the panels and seat, guards and of 
course that exhaust system, which provides another 
clue to the bike’s raison d'etre. You don’t make Q 
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The SL350 history: the stopgap scrambler 


When Yamaha stirred it all 
up back in 1968 with the 
DTI 250 trail bike the future 
of motorcycling took a 
very specific and divergent 
turn. The days of making a 
half-hearted attempt at an 
off-roader were over. 

Honda # s immediate 
response was actually 
little more than a papering- 
over-the-cracks exercise; 
it might even be seen as 
a cynical effort. The first 
SL350 really was little more 
than a CB350 in a pretty 
summer outfit. The bike's 
mass at 3641b (165kg) meant 
it was still far too heavy 
for its intended purpose: 
Honda arguably still hadn't 
quite grasped what a trail 
bike actually was and was 
still too focused on the 
desert sled side of things as 
successfully capitalised on 
by the big Brit twins. 

The CB's geometry meant 
that the 'new' SL had too 
much understeer on fast 
bends and the power 
came in a little too hard 


at 5000rpm. The bike was 
okay but not exactly what 
the market wanted; there 
was too much CB about 
the bike; it even retained 
the roadster's electric 
start. However, there were 
two facets of the SL350 
Motorsport that everyone 
seemed to love; the looks 
were stunning and the 
saddle was one of the most 
comfortable ever. 

With customer feedback 
taken on board, Honda's 
1970 offering was an 
altogether better machine. 

If the SL350 K1 wasn't a 
totally all-new machine it 
was pretty damn close. The 
heavy single down tube 
frame had been dropped 
in favour of a purpose-built 
lightweight twin down tube 
chassis; this helped drop 
weight by an astonishing 
601b (27kg). Smaller slide 
carbs had replace the 
previous 30mm CV units, 
which had had a nasty habit 
of slamming shut when 
landing from higher jumps 


- never the ideal scenario 
on the dirt! The electric foot 
was also dropped. 

A heavily revised 
camshaft allowed for 
maximum torque to be 
delivered at a much more 
reasonable 6000rpm and 
although the peak power 
had dropped from a claimed 
33 to 25bhp the motor was 
much more usable. Revised 
frame geometry, increased 
trail, redesigned forks 
and different shocks all 
contributed to make the 
K1 the bike the K0 should 
have been. 

Smaller diameter brakes 
more in-keeping with the 
bike's intended use pretty 
much completed the 
upgrade and Honda was 
onto a winner. There were 
a host of minor revisions in 
1972, including the fitment 
of a 2lin front wheel in 
place of the previous I9in 
unit, revised paintwork and 
the adoption of anodised 
alloy guards in place of the 
previous painted ones. 


This, the K2, was the end 
of the line for the SL350. 
Honda had taken a longer 
term view and realised 
that it was simply not 
viable to run an essentially 
compromised design based 
on a road bike in a rapidly 
expanding market sector. 
Late 1972 saw the launch 
of the purpose-made XL250 
Motorsport. This single 
re-established the genre 
that had pretty much died 
out during the death throes 
of the British bike industry 
and arguably it would lead 
to such ground-changing 
dirt bikes as the seminal 
Yamaha XT500. 
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Richard Robinson's CL 

Amazingly, the CL350 is almost exactly as it left the factory. 
Other than fresh rubber and a new rear rim due to the 
kinked original, this one # s a true restorer's reference. With 
circa 6000 miles on the clock the bike had been parked 
up for 30 years and never messed with. Once the crusty 
remains of the fuel tank had been cleaned out and the 
seized carbs cleaned and freed up this snapshot in time 
fired up third press of the button on some fresh oil and 
new battery. The only issue has been an occasional hiccup 
traced to some hidden crud in one of the carbs, other than 
that it's been the archetypal paragon of virtue. 
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The CL350 History: the rise and fall of the street scrambler 


Honda never missed a 
trick. So, even before 
replacement of the CB77, 
there was a scheme in place 
to run the new 350 in at 
least two different guises 
or formats. Stateside, the 
350 capacity bracket was 
serious business. It offered 
better all-round usability 
than a 250 with little weight 
penalty, had exploitable 
power and torque and was 
equally capable around 
town or travelling longer 
distance. Knowing that a 
very substantial amount 
of Honda's late 1960s and 
early 1970s profit came 
from the 350 twins, it all 
falls into place. 

Style sells in the USA and 
the launch of the new 350s 
in 1968 saw both roadsters 
and street scrambler 
versions. The latter came 
after the success of desert 
sled racing that began in the 
late 1940s. By the time the 


major factories bought 
into the concept of 
producing commercial 
versions there was already 
a strong sub-culture of 
home-based builders 
modifying road bikes to 
emulate their local heroes. 

Just like the Brits building 
racetrack escapee cafe road 
racers, our Yank cousins 
did the same but they were 
dirt orientated. So the 
Japanese just built the most 
complete street scrambler 
they could to save everyone 
the hassle. Honda's CL350 
ran the entire lifespan of 
the CB350 from K0 to K5 
and went through numerous 
aesthetic revisions but with 
few serious mechanical or 
technical upgrades. 

Arguably, the best 
compromise of the bigger 
CL twins, the 350, occupied 
a logical middle ground 
between the arguably 
underpowered CL250 and 


the bulkier CL450. The last 
year of the CL350 was 1973, 
before the arrival of the new 
and revised 360G5 models. 

The new, bigger, engine 
replacement ran from 
1974-1976 but the CL360 
failed to sell in the same 
volumes as the previous 
model, in reality even the 


last iterations of the CL350 
hadn't sold as fast as they 
once used to; the allure of 
the street scrambler had 
faded. Maybe it was just 
environmentalism, but 
desert sleds had had their 
day and by default so had 
the street scramblers that 
had aped them. 




> an exhaust especially for a bike that’s going to sell 
in lower volume unless it adds something. In this 
instance the two-into-two set-up must, presumably, 
offer the best compromise between weight, 
performance and noise. Whatever the reason, there’s 
no arguing that it looks damn funky. 

The brakes are smaller for reduced mass, the forks 
are obviously competition orientated and the more 
you look the less unessential ephemera you see. The 
bike is part 350 twin hybrid, part stopgap model, 
and of course, a full-on Honda. 

The ride 

The CL350 is first out of the blocks today and the 
experience is pure and essential Japanese 
four-stroke twin. Fuel and choke on, check the kill 
switch and push the starter button. A quick 
chuck-chuck-whir and it’s away. Of course, I could 
have kicked it over to get it running but somehow 
that inbuilt civility of a self-starter is too tempting. 
The two pipes down the left hand side aren’t 
intrusive in terms of noise or positioning. 

By way of comparison, Yamaha's bigger street 
scramblers and indeed Bridgestone's diminutive 
Hurricane 175 twin are substantially more invasive 
in terms of leg space and ergonomics. The CL350 
seems to be a fairly cold motor and requires a proper 
warm-up before it can be used in earnest, but once 
there’s some hot blood running through its heart it’s 
a real game old stager. 

The ongoing analogy regarding the CB350 
roadster is spot-on here - the CL feels very much 
like a high-barred, upright CB, which is kind of what 
you’d honestly expect. 

What does surprise is the way the bike steers. It 
responds faster to inputs than you might expect. 
Possibly it’s the influence of those wide braced 
bars but to be honest it seems unlikely. Just a little 
movement has the bike responding sharply. Unable 
to find verifiable data on rake and trail it’s hard 
to say whether there is any essential difference 
between CB and CL geometries. One facet of the CL 
that comes over as slightly odd is the suspension, 
which is rather bouncy and underdamped. Perhaps 
it’s just a foible of the CL? My CB350 roadster 
experiences didn't reveal the same traits. 

In terms of carburation, the CL350 is fitted with a 
set of CV carbs the same or very similar to the CB’s 
and as such the bike can, initially, seem to have a 
slightly jerky nature. However, once you recalibrate 
your brain to the fact that you’re riding a smaller 
twin with a 180° crank it all comes together very 
easily and the benefits of the CV carb are shown in 
the precise fuelling and a modest thirst. 

The bike pulls hard from a standing start and also 
out of the bends, providing the revs are maintained. 


Like all the genre, Honda’s twins need to be revved. 
The brakes on the CL are as good as or better than 
you’d expect, but with two caveats. Firstly, the front 
twin-leading shoe unit wouldn’t be the weapon of 
choice if you did take the CL off-road; the same as 
the CB350 it’d be far too potent on loose surfaces. 
And the rear brake is both amazingly powerful and 
sensitive. If you’re ham-footed, a full speed, rear- 
end, broadside, dirt showering rooster is on 
the cards. 

On to the SL and it’s amazing just how different 
two engines can be. Retuned for torque rather 
than outright performance, it delivers its power in 
an altogether singular manner. It’s not slow, just 
different. Whereas the CL is a full-fat mochachino, 
the SL is a skinny latte. It’s so utterly chuckable 
around bends and the single, superbly comfortable 
sloping saddle, the wide bars and the position of the 
foot pegs just make you want to explore its limits. 

The most obvious limit is top speed. The final 
gearing is set up for off-road use when some 
low-down stomp is required and so the SL runs 
out of puff far too early for a road bike. If you had 
the requisite, inevitable spares and the owner’s 
permission you could have a truly belting day on the 
dirt with the SL. It’s easy-going nature means slow 



IN DETAIL 

1/ Motor aims for top- 
end performance as 
befits a road bike. 

2/ Basic and simple 
clock architecture. 

3/ Twin, 'scrambler' 
upswept chrome pipes 
climb the left-hand 
side of the bike. 

4/ Suspension is a tad 
bouncy and under- 
damped. 
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> or medium speed work would be easily rewarding 
and if you did stall or fall off, starting wouldn’t be 
an issue - stone cold or red hot the bike remained 
a first-kick starter. 

Later off-road bikes tend to be a little too 
focused for the layman but you can see how 
and why the SL found huge favour with riders of 
all capabilities when it was new. Those smaller 
brakes are fantastically progressive and effective, 
the slide carbs fuel impeccably, and the tickover 
is Swiss-watch reliable. If it truly was Honda’s 
mission to make viceless motorcycles then 
amazingly and against the odds it achieved it with 
the off-road SL350. 

Conclusion 

The inevitable question would have to be - given 
all three sohc 350 Honda twins to choose from, 
which one would it be? On paper you’d probably 
be hard pushed to make an honest call between 
the CB350K roadster and the CL350 Street 
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“Which would you choose? The road- 
*6ing CL Scrambler or dirt-oriented SL? 
Botivjf^immensely capable machines 
. regularly get overlooked.” 




CONFIGURATION 


Air-cooled, 4-stroke, dohc, 
twin 4 valves per cylinder 


DISPLACEMENT 


325CC 

E ssn naa 

5-speed (1D-4U) 


BORE X STROKE 


64mm x 50. 6mm 
9.5:1 

EEEE a 

33bhp @ 9500rpm/25bhp <q 
8500rpm 

2 x Keihin CV/ 2 x Keihin 
slide 

\mnm 

Points & C coil 

3.00x19 (F) 3.50x18 (R) / 
3.25X19 (F) 4.00x18 (R) 
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Scrambler. According to the brochures they 
make 36 and 33bhp respectively with just a few 
em-pee-aitch and a fraction of a second between 
them. The CL is 71b lighter. 

The SL350, following its hasty and major late 
60s rework, has just 25bhp to play with and 
although it’s substantially lighter, it still doesn’t 
have the legs to ace the CL in terms of outright 
performance. If you like the style, presence and 
panache of the utterly gorgeous CL then little is 
likely to sway you from your chosen path. 

If you want practical then the CB350K would 
be the weapon of choice. More than anything it 
would come down to riding position versus looks. 
The genuinely more focused SL350 could quite 


easily be sidelined for being less potent, more dirt 
focused and possibly less desirable. But wait, a 
reasonable number of SL350s have found their 
way back to Blighty and have very quickly been 
fettled to revise the final drive ratio. 

With a little less off-road pep and hence longer 
legs the bike really does become a genuine 350 
contender for widespread classic use. Take into 
account that amazingly comfortable saddle and 
it makes for a very torquey, user-friendly, classic 
with some true off-road bragging rights. 

So which one would we ultimately go for? 

That’d probably depend on which way the wind is 
blowing - they’re all equally immensely capable 
machines that regularly get overlooked, emm 
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The first heated motorcycle cover with 
VCI Protection 
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A fresh approach 
to insurance 

Classic 
Scooter 
Commuter 
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Custom 
Agreed Value 


Call us FREE on: 

0808 168 7589 * 


Find out more at www.principalinsurance.co.uk 
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Bransden 


Tel 01622 730939 


Boyer-Bransden Electronics Ltd 
Frindsbury House 
Cox Street 
Detling 

Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 3HE. 

Fax: 01622 730930 
www.BoyerBransden.com 



Electronic Ignitions For 
Motorcycles and Cars, Road & 
Racing From Boyer Bransden 

Whether you’re looking for the 
ultimate performance, for your 
classic racer, or simply want to 
keep your classic road bike 
reliable and sparking strongly, at 
Boyer Bransden we have the 
answer. With over forty years 
unbroken manufacturing in the 
field of electronic ignitions and 
componentry, we have the perfect 
solution for your machine. 

Over 35 Years' Proven 
Performance 

In 1969 Ernie Bransden designed 
and patented a miniature electronic 
ignition that was a fraction of the 
size and far more efficient than any 
of its competitors. Since that time 
various electronic ignitions and 
manufacturers have come and gone, 
but Boyer Bransden 
have been in 
constant 
production. 

Today, 

Boyer 
Bransden 
produce one 
of the most 
efficient 
ignition 
systems 
in the 
world. 
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More than 30 years have passed since Niall Mackenzie’s 
first Pro-Am podium. Could he get another? 

WORDS: NIALL MACKENZIE, DARYLL YOUNG 
PHOTOS: MARK ‘WEEBLE’ MANNING, HARRY PARVIN AND BONNIE LANE 
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The calm before 
the storm. 
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I n the spring of this year Daryll Young from I DP 
Moto and Chris Herring from The Circuit of 
Wales, were (in my opinion) positively fantasising 
about reviving the greatest ever one-make race 
championship, the Yamaha Pro-Am Series. 

The connection came from the 2015 and 2016 
Moto GP event, which is hosted by the Circuit of 
Wales at Silverstone. Chris - an ex sports journo and 
former top PR man with Honda - was keen to have 
a support race to create some fresh interest from 
our sector of the market. I DP Moto are a first-class 
specialist bike builders based at Silverstone with 
fond memories of the Pro-Am (Daryll also owned one 
and raced one) so were keen to be involved. 

I agreed to meet up with Chris in early May with 
a view to helping and although I’m generally a great 
optimist, I really thought this was an impossible 
dream. I turned up at the meeting and asked three 
basic questions. Firstly, finding and restoring one 
LC in three months is a huge task so how the hell 
could 24 be sourced and fettled in such a short 
time? Secondly, where would funding come from and 
finally how could you possibly get so many riders' 
race licences sorted when they hadn’t raced for a 
least 20 years? 

The answers I was given blew me away but at the 
same time I left totally committed to the project 
believing we could make it happen. Why? Firstly, an 
incredible enthusiast Mark Lowther from MSCM had 
already sourced and bought around 30 250 and 350 
LCs from all around Europe and they were already 


en route to I DP Moto. Along with Silverstone, Circuit 
of Wales, Bennetts Bike Insurance and Yamaha had 
agreed to fund the project providing that it was all 
delivered on time. Finally, providing the riders could 
prove that they had genuinely raced in the past, an 
ACU licence would be issued similar to the system 
used at the Goodwood Revival Event. With all these 
pieces in place, it was just a simple case of getting 
24 bikes ready for August... 

From that day on we all went to work, doing what 
we could in a very small time frame to deliver 24 
bikes and riders to the grid for the British Grand Prix 
on August 30. 

I tracked down riders and a few extra sponsors 
including oil giant Motul (these are Elsies we 
are talking about!) while Chris worked on the 
organisation and the more serious part of financing 
it all. I want to make one thing clear though, without 
Daryll and Craig Prior at IDP Moto, working tirelessly 
(and with many 24 hour shifts) restoring the bikes, 
we would never have made it to the grid. The trouble 
was these 30-year-old bikes ranged from decent 
runners to complete barn-find, basket cases, but 
they all had to have full nut and bolt restorations. 

Although the original Pro-Am Series was 350s 
we decided it would be easier to make all the bikes 
250s. One reason was we were short of front discs 
so going with the single disc 250LC model saved a 
lot of hassle. Every frame, swingarm and associated 
parts had to be powder coated, wheels had to be 
refurbed, tanks had to be sealed and painted, O 


Memories are 
made of this. 


L 
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Left and above: Dek Crutchlow # dad of Cal. 


Unfortunately, his wasn’t much better but I was 
again incredibly lucky when my old friend and rival 
Donnie McLeod decided a racing comeback wasn’t 
for him so handed over his bike that ran perfectly: 
third time lucky for me due to some incredible 
Scottish generosity. 

Now, let me tell you that contrary to paddock 
gossip I have never tested an LC at Silverstone but 
the qualifying session went well with me qualifying 
on pole just in front of Andy Muggleton’s very 
sweet-running machine. Admittedly, I did have a few 
moments as I pushed harder but mainly with the 
basic suspension that couldn’t cope with the very 
excellent Continental Classic Attack tyres. I felt for 
some of the guys still having problems but mostly 
for Kim Barker and Steve Chambers who were black 
flagged for smoking exhausts: turns out there was 
nothing wrong, they just happened to be two-strokes 
running a bit rich! Perhaps this modern breed of 
marshal needs to watch a few two-stroke races on 
YouTube? The Saturday was free so the incredible 
camaraderie continued as everyone helped each 
other to ready their bikes for the race. The helpful 
Silverstone people also gave us some extra practice 
on the short Stowe circuit which was very much 


> plastics replaced, every engine had to be completely 
rebuilt with new cranks, bearings, clutches and 
pistons and all the brake systems were replaced 
with brand-new components. It was an enormous 
task given the time frame and a huge ask for the 
small companies being bombarded with our urgent 
requests. I could fill pages with the headaches 
involved for the team but miraculously 24 bikes 
were ready for the Friday launch of the GP. Just to 
add to the drama, Craig from I DP Moto ended up in 
hospital with a broken leg on the Wednesday leading 
up to the GP after riding home completely knackered 
in the early hours and having a spill. 

So the launch took place with 24 beautiful 
bikes and the ‘keys out of the hat’ ceremony took 
place with Yamaha racing boss Lin Jarvis from 
Yamaha doing the honours. Unfortunately there 
was still much work to do as we had lots of bikes 
refusing to run properly due to ignition problems 
and contaminated carburettors. I was one of the 
victims as my bike (No. 7) would fire up but then 
immediately died. Not knowing what to do and 
having other jobs to do over the weekend I was ready 
to abandon things when Dale Robinson sacrificed his 
machine and offered to ride his own bike in the race. 









OCTO BRITISH 
GRAND PR!X 


Silverstone 2015 


racTo 


> appreciated and also big fun around the smaller, 
tighter track. 

And so to race day, and a Silverstone GP 
reminiscent of the 1980s when the heavens opened! 
I’m not sure about the others and although in pole 
position I lined up on the grid thinking, why the hell 
did I agree to this, I was terrified! Anyway the lights 
went out and I got away cleanly but still expecting a 
big challenge from Corner, Geoff Crust, Curt Langan, 
Dave Heal, Chambers, Barker, Muggleton and Co. 

Turns out there was chaos unfolding behind me on 
the slippery track, and in typical Pro-Am style there 
were bikes and bodies going everywhere. 

I had a quick look round after a lap and could see 
a nice gap, so I kept my head down until I got to the 
flag. My last Pro-Am victory was over 32 years ago so 
I thought a ‘tumble the monkey’ celebration on the 


Wellington straight was necessary, as I parked up my 
Elsie and did a forward roll in my leathers in front 
of the crowd. Beat that Valentino! It made me laugh 
and embarrassed my kids so it was a fine end to an 
amazing weekend. 

I cannot thank everyone enough for their hard 
work leading up to Silverstone as they made it 
happen. This of course starts with IDP Moto and 
Chris Herring but also to everyone that helped out 
over the weekend. I’m also eternally grateful to 
Mark Lowther, Yamaha and Bennetts, but also to 
Continental Tyres, Motul, EBC Brakes, JT Sprockets, 
Venhill and Oakley plus everyone involved along the 
way. Sorry, I sound like a racer again don't I? One 
thing I will say is that we will be back! Who knows, 
you may see 24 LCs smoking and barging their 
merry way at a track close to you in 2016. cmm 


Mackenzie wins, from 
Charlie Corner, and 
Andy Muggleton. 
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It almost killed me ... 1 


Spare a thought to CMM - friend Daryll 
Young. He helped put 24 bikes out there 
and was the man who would get the 
criticism if anything went wrong. Here's 
his take on the herculean effort it took 
to re-create the Yamaha Pro-Am series. 

"This was a big effort, by a few 
people. Firstly a big shout out to 
Shropshire-based Yamaha RD Breakers 
and Andy Jones - he sourced all the 
bikes for us with one phone call. It was 
amazing what he's done. Overall, if I'm 
honest we shouldn't have been able 
to make this happen - to put 24 bikes 
that were 35 years old on the grid and 
each looking like a full, professional 
restoration. You need a year to do it: we 
did it in eight weeks. Yamaha helped 
big time, but the parts they supplied 
only turned up two weeks before the 
race, so the engine work was started 
then. Then, things like gaskets, throttle 
cables etc. didn't arrive until the 
Monday before the race. So we had 
more than 20 bikes needing engine 
rebuilds done THAT week. 

"Reliability was an issue all weekend 
and we were always going to have 
issues. Carb problems were the biggest 
ones. We lost control a little as everyone 
mucked in with spannering their own 
bikes. One rider chased his tail as he 
picked up a stator from the spares box 
which another rider had dumped there 
as it was knackered. Despite this, l want 
to thank the riders as they mucked in. 
Geoff Crust - ex Marlboro Yamaha team 
boss, Geoff Fowler, Curt Langan, every 
one of them helped out on the Thursday, 
putting decals on the bikes and suchlike 
- it had a real club-race feel. 


"I couldn't watch the races as I 
was worried reliability would be an 
issue. After lap one l heard that we 
didn't have 23 or even 20 bikes coming 
around, so l was gutted. I had no idea 
that, because of the conditions, eight 
had crashed on the first lap. We had 
three mechanical problems in the race, 
one that could have been caused by 
the rider and his mechanic working on 
the bike, and the other two we think 
were water ingress. As for the crashes, 
well, some of our guys hadn't raced for 
20 years and even the Red Bull Rookies 
previously were crashing on the warm- 
up lap as there was standing water 
on the track, in fact, this meant the 
organisers were considering not letting 
the Pro-Am take place. Maybe next time 
we will have full wets? 

"If there are any lessons for any 
prospective RD250LC restorers out 
there. I'd say this: give yourself plenty 
of time! We didn't. Carburation was the 



Niall and Daryll. 


biggest issue without a doubt. Some 
items on the bikes were so old, for 
example the pins that hold the floats 
in: some were 90,000km old and they 
had gone oval. We used pattern ones, 
but they would drop out as other parts 
were so worn. You'll also need to be 
quick to get that olive drab finish on 
certain parts. We used Redditch Shot 
Blasting for the zinc plating, and they 
say you won't be able to get that much 
longer as l think the chemical they use 
will be banned from next year. Another 
lesson: you will spend more money on 
your restoration than anticipated if you 
want them running perfectly. We've 
realised that our budget wasn't enough! 

"I've lived and breathed this for the 
last few months and as a result my 
business, IDP Moto, has suffered, so l 
need some customers now as we've 
had to turn our normal service work 
away while doing this. Thankfully, on 
the back of this we have four 350LC 
restorations to do, and another guy 
wants a Pro-Am replica built. We hope 
this was the start of something. This 
winter we can fettle them and be 
out there in 2016, maybe with wets, 
rewound stators and the tanks sealed 
again! It's a fantastic package we can 
take all over Europe. Sure, we had 
a few disappointed riders with the 
mechanical issues, a couple had a 
strop or two, but they all came back 
and shook my hand and said they all 
want to do it again. Now I'm turning 
my attention back to the Retro Reboot 
RD350LC. You'd think I'd be sick of the 
things, but l owned one and raced one 
and still love 'em!" 
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1975 




A 



BRILL BIKES 


It’s a year that will always be remembered for a film about a giant man-eating shark 
and some marvellous motorcycles. John Nutting pulls on his Speedos and dives in... 
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> B B alfway through the Seventies, the motorcycle 
world had become accustomed to superbikes 
I as part of the established order. Honda’s 
CB750 and Kawasaki’s Zl, both four-stroke fours 
with blistering performance, were the bikes to beat. 
Rival factories had tried to offer challengers, but in 
the minds of the masses, nothing came close. 

It had seemed like the bike industry was in a 
state of limbo, not helped in a world dominated 
by uncertainty created by the war in Vietnam and 
Middle East conflict. Rising fuel prices dented the 
marketing of any vehicle with sporting aspirations. 

Fun was a dirty word - unless it was derived from 
watching the blockbusters of the age, such as Jaws, 
about a killer shark. But behind the scenes at the 
bike factories, changes were on the way. 

It all came to a head in 1975, four decades ago 
this year, when a rush of new machines appeared 
that would again change the way we viewed 
motorcycling. The bikes arrived from three groups 
of manufacturers, in Japan, Europe and here in the 
UK. In Japan, Honda, Suzuki and Yamaha were 
rising to meet Kawasaki's ascendancy; in Europe, 
BMW, Ducati, Laverda and Moto Guzzi would provide 
new levels of performance and class, while in the 
UK, the British factories would emit one last gasp in 
an attempt to keep up on level terms. 

After Honda had launched its sizzling CB750 in 
1968 on the back of overwhelming racing success 
in the previous five years, subsequent models such 
as the CB500 Four and CB350 Four proved to be 
refined tourers more than road burners. By 1973, 
even the CB750 had lost its fizz. But once Honda’s 
range of automobiles had been launched and the 
car and motorcycle divisions were separated its 
motorcycle engineers could concentrate on what 
they thought best. And at the Cologne Show in 


the autumn of 1974 we saw the fruits of their 
efforts: the sporty CB400 Four and the Gold Wing 
flat-four tourer. 

The CB400 Four was based on the 350cc 
four-cylinder model with a complete makeover in 
engineering and more importantly, style. Capacity 
was upped to 408cc and six-speeds were provided 
in a package featuring a racy plain fuel tank, a trim 
seat and a four-into-one exhaust system. 

Gerald Davison, who in 1974 was senior manager 
at Honda UK and had taken on responsibility for 
product development, recalls the machine: “The 400 
Four was introduced at the beginning of one of the 
most imaginative periods at Honda R&D. They had 
not long had independence after the separation of 
car and motorcycle development after a fairly fallow 
period while resources had been rather concentrated 
on car development. All of the bike's success was 
down to the riding experience and value it gave riders 
looking for a small four-stroke sports bike.” 

I first tested the bike early in 1975 and was 
impressed by its smoothness, refinement and 
lOOmph-plus performance, I knew it would be a hit 
with British riders. And the CB400 Four still is one 
of the most popular classic motorcycles. 

I wasn’t initially so convinced by the Gold Wing. 
Leaked stories had suggested that Honda's first 
lOOOcc offering would be a performance machine 
to challenge the Zl, but the huge liquid-cooled 
GL1000 was more like a two-wheel car. It weighed 
in at massive 6501b, or 295kg, some 1001b more 
than BMW’s R90S launched a year earlier. Q 


“After a time of uncertainty and rising fuel prices, a rush 
of new machines appeared that would change the way we 
viewed motorcycling. 1975 would be a great year.” 


If there was a more 
handsome, clean-lined 
machine than the 
400-Four, we # ve yet to 
see it. 
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COMMANDO 
MK3 

EMM 

828cc ohv parallel-twin, 
four-speed, chain drive 


PEAK POWER 


58bhp at 5900rpm 

minmm 

1448mm 

czznnoa 

204kg 

i mmnmmn 

114.5mph 

HiBflll H 

14.4s/93.39mph 

mnsssMmsim 

45mpg 
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> Had Honda’s engineers lost the plot? As I 
commented in Motor Cycle: “Being little more than 
the [home-made] Volkswagen-BMWs we often see 
pulling sidecars at rallies, it does little to raise the 
standards of motorcycle design.” But as a sports 
bike fan I had missed the point. When the Gold 
Wing was offered for test rides at the Isle of Man 
TT in 1975 I continued to criticise its weight and 
unwieldiness. It was only after an extended tour 
around the Pennines did the penny drop and the 
Gold Wing’s breathless mile-eating capability show 
its true character. 

Four decades on and Honda's vision of a luxurious 
two-wheel touring platform that raised comfort and 
load capacity to unprecedented levels has been 
more than vindicated. In America especially the 
Gold Wing alone created a long-distance lifestyle. 
Worldwide almost 700,000 Gold Wings have been 
sold with other factories offering machines with 
similarly lavish specifications at price tags that in 
1975 we would have thought incomprehensible. 

Rival Suzuki’s engineers took a completely 
different route. As masters of two-stroke technology 
they thought that the Wankel rotary engine was 
key to future success, offering smoothness and 
simplicity. But it didn’t work out that way and with 
the RE5 launched at the end of 1973 project team 
leader Shigeyasu Kamiya threw in every possible 
complexity to iron out the engine foibles. With 
styling by Italian designer Giorgetto Giugiaro it 
looked amazing. 

When I tested the 1975 model, it was as expected 
an amazingly smooth touring machine, but it was 
also heavy and thirsty with fuel. At a time when 
petrol prices had jumped by a quarter in a year, the 
30-40mpg consumption was disastrous. Neither 
was the performance impressive, with a top speed 
of llOmph and acceleration no better than Suzuki’s 
own GT550 two-stroke triple. But the RE5 was an 
impressive, if ill-timed and conceived, statement. 
Lucky for Suzuki, the factory had other irons in the 
fire and by 1976 had launched a new range of four- 
strokes topped by the GS750 four. 

At Yamaha, four-stroke engine development had 
been continuing since 1970, and for 1975 the 



latest offering for the UK market was the exotic 
XS500B, a 180° balanced twin with an eight-valve 
dohc cylinder head. But for ground-shaking drama, 
Yamaha’s launch of the XT500 trail bike with a 
four-stroke single-cylinder engine to dealers in 
America was the hot tip. The 500cc single struck 
a chord with off-road riders with its compact unit 
construction, chain driven overhead camshaft and 
easy-starting features. Since then the motor has 
provided a platform for all manner of dirt bikes, and 
has, in its SR400 road going form proved to be one 
of the longest running bikes in production. 

In contrast Kawasaki had a quiet year in 1975, 
with its phenomenal Z1 morphing into the less 
frenetic Z900, whose top speed of 125mph (as 
tested at MIRA), was well down on the 131mph 
originals from 1972. But Kawasaki wasn’t asleep, 
because the finish touches were being applied to 
the Z650 four, which would blitz the middleweight 
class in 1976. 

The bike factories in Italy meanwhile were 
emerging from their home-market focus. So rather 
than new machines being launched for a particular O 


GmmMk 

HONDA 
CB400 FOUR 

408cc ohc inline four, 
six-speed, chain drive 


PEAK POWER 


37bhp at 8500rpm 

mus im * 

1355mm 

W4HIU 

175kg 

I04mph 

HiHAIIM 

14.9S/87.27mph 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


N/A 



LAVERDA 3C-E 

OMRS 

981 cc dohc inline triple, five- 
speed, chain drive 


PEAK POWER 


75bhp at 7600 rpm (at rear 
wheel) 

rnnEZBi 

1486mm 

232kg 

133.3mph 

HQ 

12.7S/107.7mph 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


40mpg 
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MOTO GUZZI 
750-S3 

msm 

748cc ohvV-twin, five- 
speed, shaft drive 

□23322 M3D 

70bhp at 7000rpm 


WHEELBASE 


1500mm 
206kg dry 

IMMCMEaHU 

Il4.2mph 

14.7s/93.10mph 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


49mpg 
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MOTO-GUZZI 

850-T3 

msm 

844cc ohvV-twin, five- 
speed, shaft drive 


PEAK POWER 


68 bhp at 7000rpm 


WHEELBASE 


1500mm 
216kg dry 

EmEMEEia 

116.9mph 

HiHAIIM 

14.3S/95.12mph 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


46mpg 


model year they’d emerge in export markets, rarely 
with a fanfare from the franchise owners. 

At Ducati, the factory in Bologna had been 
reconstructed in 1974 while the new 860cc V-twins 
were being remodelled with styling input (also by Ital 
Design’s Giorgetto Giugiaro). Production of the bike 
started later that year, but it was essentially a 1975 
model that I tested later in the following January. 

The muscular bevel-drive ohc engine in the 860GT 
was a lovely piece of work (if you could get the kick- 
start version I rode started), giving a top speed of 
115mph but the chassis had an unfinished feel, that 
wasn’t much improved by the subsequent 860GTS 
with a bigger fuel tank. 

Up in northern Italy at Breganze, Laverda, had 
been developing its new three-cylinder superbike, 
the unimaginative-sounding ‘3C’. It was a beefy- 
looking machine with a 981cc dohc engine using 
a novel 180° crankshaft, huge drum brakes and 


issive 8in Bosch headlamp. But until British 

importer Slater Brothers got involved, the 3C didn’t 
really offer the challenge to Kawasaki's Z1 that many 
thought it should. 

For 1975, Slaters collaborated with the factory 
with an engine-tuning package for a model called 
the 3C-E (E for Europe) with 75bhp at the rear 
wheel (more like 80 plus at the crank). It did the 
trick, lifting the top speed to 133mph at MIRA's 
timing straight and making it fastest ever there, and 
ahead of the 1973 Kawasaki Zl. The following year, 
the specification was largely used in a new model 
called the Jota, which has becoming legendary for 
its production racing record in the Seventies. 

Also in Italy, the Moto Guzzi factory on the 
shores of Lake Como had been acquired a couple 
of years earlier by Alejandro de Tomaso’s group and 
was being invigorated with the shaft-drive V-twins 
undergoing styling and engineering upgrades. The 
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SUZUKI RE5 

nzmmi 

497cc liquid-cooled single- 
rotor Wankel, five-speed, 
chain drive 


PEAK POWER 


62bhp at 6500rpm 

msnmm 

1499mm 

Emmni 

230kg 

msMMEHm 

iiomph 

Hllflll H 

14. 0s/91. 54mph 

mSESMMMm 

40mpg 



> gorgeous and expensive 750-S3, derived from the 
V7 Sport, boasted linked Brembo disc brakes and at 
114mph flat out was in the top speed ball park at 
the time. 

Long and low with clip-on handlebars, it was the 
long-legged precursor of the faster 850 Le Mans. 

For touring, the 850-T3, sharing the same sports 
chassis as the 750, was more relaxed and provided 
hundreds of miles of long-range cruising in Europe 
in 1975. 

By then, the big names of the British motorcycle 
industry had been consolidated into Norton-Vi 1 1 iers- 
Triumph (NVT). While the Meriden Co-operative 
continued to produce the Triumph 750cc twins, 

NVT further developed the three-cylinder Trident 
using experience gained by the factory in production 


racing, including the Isle of Man TT, to produce the 
T160. I first rode the prototype before its launch 
at the invitation of Les Williams, who owned the 
fabled Trident production racer Slippery Sam, and 
chief development engineer Doug Hele who were 
based at NVT’s Kitts Green experimental centre. 

It was a revelation, the classic Triumph styling 
complemented by better steering, roadholding and 
detailing, all topped by a smoother engine featuring 
a reliable starter motor. 

It also performed well, with a 116mph top speed 
at MIRA. It made you proud to be British. 

The Norton Commando 850 was also brought up 
to date for 1975 with the Mark 3 version featuring 
electric starting, a disc rear brake and left-side 
gearchange to meet US market requirements. O 


mSSSMk 

HONDA GLIOOO 

EMEU 

999cc ohc liquid-cooled flat 
four, five-speed, shaft drive 


PEAK POWER 


80bhp at 7500rpm 
1545mm 

EZZH333 

290kg 

IMMMEHm 

I26mph 

13.25s/103.67mph 

nmsMMMSM a 

41.6mpg 
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TRIUMPH T160 
TRIDENT 

m SEE 

740cc ohv inline triple, five- 
speed, chain drive 

IMiVA-l'Ymi 1 

58bhp at 7250rpm 


WHEELBASE 


1499mm 

232kg 

omnEEasa 

I16.9mph 

I4.3s/95.l2mph 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


40mpg 



YAMAHA 

XT500 

EMM 

497cc ohc single, five-speed, 
chain drive 


PEAK POWER 


30bhp at 6000rpm 

mseshme 

1420mm 

miuni 

132kg 

89mph 

MiliflllH 

I6.0s/80.62mph 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


60.5mpg 


But to also satisfy ever tightening noise regs, more 
stringent intake and exhaust silencing for the 
Isolastically-mounted 829cc ohv twin limited its 
peak power. 

I found the whispering Commando Mark 3 had 
lost none of its crisp handling and had turned into 
an accomplished tourer, holding an easy 90mph 
cruising speed. At MIRA top speed was 114mph 
(the same as the previous year’s CB750 Honda), but 
just before the road test was published in September 
1975 the factory announced that Commando 
production would cease, resulting in a sit-in at 
the Wolverhampton factory. Triumph T160 Trident 
production limped on at Small Heath but barely for 
another year before NVT collapsed. 

But the tradition for offering handling superior to 
the Japanese machines lived on with the Rickman 



brothers who after the NVT demise became the 
biggest bike manufacturer in the UK, offering 
mostly off-road endure style machines. They had 
been producing chassis kits for road racers from the 
mid-Sixties and adapted these to the Honda and 
Kawasaki fours. 

In 1975 this culminated with the Hampshire 
factory offering a biposto, less full-on, version 
of its CR900 Kawasaki that combined 130mph 
performance with race-developed handling, in 
contrast to the standard Kawasaki Z900 which, 
with less power than the original Zl, struggled to 
top 125mph. The Japanese factories had only just 
started to switch on to the European preference for 
fine handling, as shown by Honda’s CB400F (and 
rumours of a 750 version), but the big bikes had 
yet to enjoy the same attention, which explains the 
appeal of aftermarket kits provided by Rickman, 
Seeley and Egli, and why the successful teams 
in endurance racing devised their own answers to 
improve handling. 

Within a year or so, Honda would be returning to 
racing with a factory team that would trickle down 
its technology to production bikes, Suzuki would 
have upped its game with a new range of bikes and 
the cycle would start again. But it all really started 
40 years ago in 1975. cmm 
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II classic a motorcycle 

m names 

ALL THAT'S BEST IN MODERN CLASSIC MOTORCYCLING 




FEBRUARY 2015 

■ 1999 Triumph Speed Triple 955i 
■ Ducati 750 FI Montjuich 


BACK ISSUES 


Whether it’s recent releases or vintage copies, 
step back in time and browse through the ages with the 
Classic Motorcycle Mechanics back issue collection. 



OVER 250 ISSUES ARE AVAILABLE TO 
ORDER TODAY AT CLASSIC MAGAZINES. 


MARCH 2015 

■ 1997 Yamaha Thunderace 
■ Honda CB550 F2 


APRIL 2015 

■ 2000 BMW R1150GS 

■ Suzuki GT750 Kettle 


MAY 2015 

■ Kawasaki ZX-8R 
■ Kawasaki ZRX1 100 



JUNE 2015 

■ 1974 Honda CB550 
■ Project RD400 


JULY 2015 

■ 2000 Kawasaki ZX-7R 
■ Yamaha RD125DX 


AUGUST 2015 

■ Ron Haslam School 
■ Suzuki RF1000 


SEPTEMBER 2015 

■ Honda VTR Firestorm 
■ Yamaha YZF-R6 


Bother issues also available - order your back issues now!|[ 


November 2014, October 2014, September 2014, August 2014, July 2014, June 2014, May 2014, April 2014, March 2014, February 2014, January 2014, 
December 2013, November 2013, October 2013, September 2013, August 2013, July 2013, June 2013, May 2013, April 2013 - stretching back until March 2002! 


2 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 

(& CALL: 01507 529529 ^ ONLINE SHOP: www.classicmagazines.co.uk 







Yamaha Turbo 

If Yamaha tried again with their factory turbo, 
it might, just might look like this... 


WORDS AND PHOTOS: KAR LEE 
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T he factory turbo battle of the 1980s is a well-documented story where the 
main four Japanese factories thought they would give the world their take 
on a mid-capacity motorcycle with the (supposed) power of a litre bike. 
Yamaha were relatively early into the fray with the 1982 XJ650T - basically a 
starship-styled XJ650 with a Hitachi turbo fitted. Unlike the other offerings from 
Honda, Suzuki and Kawasaki, the XJ used a bank of four Mikuni carbs instead of 
fuel injection. It wasn’t enough. Performance was so disappointing that Yamaha 
offered a ‘power-up kit’ free the following year. Where the XJ650T excelled 
though was covering fast miles in comfort, which is where our vision comes in... 



What do you think? Could this be a return to form for the 
turbo motorcycle? Should Yamaha build it? Drop us a line at the 
normal address. 


While the XJ650 Turbo struggled with its performance, it was a handsome 
■4 beast to many with its futuristic styling which looked good and worked well to 
? protect the rider so we’ve kept close to the original profile. We’ve made some 
^ modifications to add built-in crash protectors (the old bike was notorious for 
£ smashing fairings and indicators just falling off the sidestand), multiple ram air 
» intakes feed the new motor and improved weather protection around the rider’s 
legs. Four headlights quadruple power over the original unit. 


Take a 2014 crossplane crank R1 motor as your starting point, add a modified 
Garrett turbo charger and with less than 6psi boost we’d get 225bhp at the 
back wheel. Shaft drive combined with the typically useable crossplane power 
delivery, this would be a perfect engine for sports touring. Lazy and torquey when 
you’re enjoying the scenery of the Alps, mind-blowingly rapid when you need 
to catch that ferry. It could happen too: Japanese manufacturers are looking at 
superchargers and turbochargers to help solve their emissions challenges. 


The old steel cradle frame from the 1982 bike is thankfully ditched in favour 
of a modified R1 beam frame. A single shock rear gives the illusion of twin 
shocks as tribute to the original bike but actually features a rising rate linkage. 
Thick 41mm USD forks are a far cry from the spindly tubes of old and feature 
radial monobloc calipers from Brembo. Handlebars and footrests are adjustable 
for height while pillions get the same comfortable grab handles as before but 
without the splitting seat cover, cmm 
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Motorcycle Brake Caliper Rebuild & Refurbishment 
Brake Caliper Seal Kits, Piston & Spares 

Seal Kits from £15 

Rebuilds from £33 OO 

OO 


w » See us at Stafford M28 

Powerhouse, Unit 7 Carr Weed Industrial Estate. Carrwood Read. Chesterfield. $41 9(6 01246 7BOB65 


•» 


TOKICO 


© brembo 



V* &&&&•£ 
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wv-wnowertiouseauioinoUve, co.uk 



Classic BikeTrackSessions 

Kickback Cafe Racer 
& Custom Show 

British Motorcycle 
Museum 'Try-a-Bike' 

Suzuki GSX-R750 
&RG500 Anniversary 

Classic Bike Club 
Displays and Traders 

Friday & Saturday 
Night Bands 


ONLY £tOO NOW! 


SATURDAY 

40 mins practice 


Two orthree riders per 
team means you can enter 


It's just £1 00 to reserve your 


Get some friends together, 


4 hour race! 


FI 751-1300cc* 
F2 247-750cc* 
F3 600cconly* : 


tor less than £300 per rider 

(All riders need a Clubman's 
licence or greater) 


40 mins qualifying 

SUNDAY 

10 mins warm up 


Balance of £749 isn'tdue 
until 30 September2015 


book3teams and save 
£100 each 

Just like the endurance 
race - it's all about 
Teamwork! 


Le Mans Start 
Daytime race 
-no lights required 
Official team photo 
on Startline 
Team feature in 
Souvenir programme 


IN ASSOCIATION WITH 


ULdT LTLtTl 


LIUlTTLT 


INCLUDES 


endurancelegends.ca.uk lnfd@endurancelegends.cn.uk 08451 B5 BE GB 


“The Worlds Largest Independent' Stockist of 9{ezo Old Stocf ‘Motorcycle Spares' 



SPECIALISTS IN PARTS FOR HONDA 


-.spare* 


ALL AT DISCOUNTED PHICES 


Order On-Line: 

Vast comprehensive and easy to use, secure online store - thousands of 
genuine Honda and aftermarket spare parts listed for hundreds of models. 

We stock many large components: 

Cylinders, Barrels, Crankcases, Wheels, Tanks, Exhausts, Fairing Panels, 
Seats, Frames etc. 

Parts suppliers for all Honda motorcycles: 

From the early 60’s and 70’s classics to current models 

We receive huge deliveries of old and obsolete Honda parts throughout the year. So phone, fax, email or visit our website 

DAVID SILVER SPARES 


• We keep in stock most of the parts required for both engine 
rebuilds and complete restoration projects. 

EXACT REPLICA EXHAUSTS 

CBX1000 422 TYPE, 6 - 2 INCLUDING BRACKETS AND SHIELDS 
CB350 FOUR 333 TYPE, SET OF 4 EXHAUSTS 
CB750K2 FOUR 341 TYPE, SET OF 4 EXHAUSTS 
CB750K7 405 TYPE SET OF 4 EXHAUSTS 


www.davldillverspares.co.uk 
0 1728 83 3020 or tax us on 01728 83 2 107 or Email on sales@davldsilverspares.co.uk 
Address: Unit R4 Masterlord Industrial Estate, Station Road, Lelston, Suffolk IPI6 4JD 
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One-stop brake 

A vital part of any restoration is the replacement 
of various brake parts and this can be either 
expensive, difficult - or both. 

Little wonder then that our mates at Wemoto have 
followed up last month’s ‘fork rebuild shop’ service 
with something similar but to do with brakes. 

From individual brake parts to servicing kits, 

Wemoto has it covered. From pads (organic, 
sintered, etc.) braided hoses, pins and clips for 
brake shoes, discs, master cylinders, caliper 
and piston repair kits, brake caliper mounting 
bolts, brake fluid, bleed nipple covers, brake 
switches and stainless steel pistons, they've got 
the lot. They even do a combined bleed nipple/ 
banjo bolt, which allows you to bleed the brakes from 
the banjo bolt when the original nipple is broken or seized. 

Oh and brake cleaner too! 

So let’s look at prices. Well, a complete replacement caliper for 
a Suzuki SV650 from 1999-2002 would cost £316.88 OE, but 
Wemoto can do ’em for £144 each. Complete seal replacement 
kits would cost £74.35 from Suzuki, but cost just £34 from 
Wemoto. A front master cylinder repair kit would cost £35.53 OE 
or you could make a seven quid saving with Wemoto. It’s the same 


I'll be blowed! 


Water may well be vital for life on this planet, 
but we'll be blowed if it’s good for 
our classics! 

You know the score: you’ve washed the 
bike and then you have to rub/leather it down 
to get rid of all that nasty H20 that streaks, 
stains and corrodes. Well, how about one of 
these little beauties, a Bruhl Power Dryer? 

Use after every wash to eliminate water 
spotting or corrosion, then whack on a high 
quality anti corrosion wash such as SDoclOO 
Total Cleaner. Bruhl says that you need to 
take care around delicate areas such as 
paintwork, transfers and wiring looms and 
that you should “keep your nozzle moving 
at all times” taking care to expel water from 
hard to access areas. If any of you out there 
still have hair, remember that leaving a 
hairdryer in one place can burn your bonce, 
so a Bruhl could damage your bike if left in 
one place for prolonged periods or too close 
to the surface. They come in three versions 
and prices start from £79.19. 

■ Go to: www.motorcycle-road-and-race.co.uk 


kits! 


with pads: OE: £32.11. Wemoto: £13.79 (Brenta per caliper.) 

We reckon that it’s great for people like Wemoto to offer an 
alternative to the excellent OE service that many forward-thinking 
manufacturers like Suzuki and Yamaha provide. 

■ Go to: www.wemoto.com 


Feeling deflated? 

* 


It’s never good 
to be caught 
short out in the 
countryside when 


you’re feeling a 
little deflated. 

Short of taking a 
footpump with you 
everywhere these wil 
help. New from the 


Gear Gremlin range of motorcycle tools 
and accessories, the C02 Canister Valve 
Adaptor makes light work of emergency 
tyre inflation and would be handy to stow 
under the pillion seat or in your backpack. 

When it’s time for a top-up, just screw 
a Gear Gremlin C02 canister into the 
bottom of the Adaptor and push onto the 
valve to release the gas and inflate the 
tyre. The Adaptor suits the Schrader valves 
found on most motorcycle tyres. Gear 
Gremlin's C02 Adaptor comes in black or 
green and costs £6.99 and C02 canisters 
come in packs of three for £7.99. 

■ For more: www.thekeycollection.co.uk 
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times longer to make a fresh set than it did to write that, 
nevertheless after sourcing two complete sets of 36mm EFE 
bodies with stuck metering screws and seized spindles and 
other age related illnesses I set to with Gusto. The resultant 
assemblage was installed and life was good, the little bike 
cracked up immediately, not bad, considering that I'd ended 
up making various air jets and even two new needles from 
scratch, an interesting task. 

A quick romp down the street blew the cobwebs away 
and with Tony Huck's Ultimate Street Bike reunion coming 
up at North Weald, well, how could I resist? I love the 
characters at Tony's gatherings, a great mix of Cheech 
and Yang. Where else can you see a priceless V-twin JAP 
(not talking Japanese 'Jap' here, we're into Lawrence of 
Arabia/Brough Superior worth more than a semi in Ruislip 
type stuff) parked next to a turbo GSXR and an RZ250R! 
Uniformity? Not a prayer. 

So the Black Bike fitted in perfectly, well, if a bike that 
weighs this much and is 33in across the hips can ever fit 
in anywhere, this is that place. At this point I was feeling 
moderately pleased with my effort but after poring over a 
beautiful home-built V8 I realised that my ability was still 
at the primary school stage. I think that Stan, with his V6 
project, and Allen Millyard with his many amazing creations 
take this hobby close to its logical, or maybe illogical 
conclusion, it's a tiny band of souls who share one aim, to 
create stuff that blows people's socks, and occasionally their 
boots too, right off. 

With the sun beating down I sat in line while I waited 
to run, the combination of snug leathers, stiff boots and a 
somewhat obstructive airbox meant that gear changing was 
a touch tricky, substituting one trainer on my port side helped 
a bit for the next run. This immense bike is not exactly meant 
for a frenzied dash down the quarter mile and my times 
would be unlikely to start a small conflagration in a bucket of 
warm napalm. I didn't care, the bike ran beautifully and lots of 
people scratched their heads, smiled and walked away with 
puzzled looks on their faces. My work there was done. 


On a quick charge! 


Sealey’s sells some top Schumacher 
battery chargers. The range starts with 
chargers featuring the patented ‘Speed 
Charge’ technology. These can charge a 
battery up to three times faster than a 
conventional charger and do so safely. 

These units are microprocessor 
controlled and offer a ‘maintenance mode’ 
enabling the units to be left connected 
to the battery to continually monitor and 
maintain the battery indefinitely. The 
range also includes RoadStarts, which 


offer exceptional power delivery. These are 
specially designed to jump-start vehicles 
with AGM, calcium, lead acid and sealed 
lead acid batteries. 

The range also includes one of the only 
motorcycle lithium battery chargers in the 
UK. These small but powerful batteries 
are often used on specials. 

All of these models are currently 
featured in the Sealey Schumacher 
promotion, so check them out at: 
www.sealey.co.uk. 
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Cheech and Yang. 


G enerally speaking, when l glance at 
some of my old timing tickets the ones 
that give me a buzz are the ones with 
a, how can I put this? A lesser order of 
magnitude... low numbers... preferably 
single digit 8s. But l can't wipe the smile 
off my gnarled boat as I survey the latest 
pair, and they're not pretty. 

I'll plead the fifth and the numbers scrawled on them 
shall remain my mucky secret until 50 years have passed, 
by which time I will be on the other side of the grass: but 
why the amusement? Many years ago I built my big daft 
six-cylinder bike, you might have seen it, around 300 kilos of 
Suzuki components, and a few bits of VBS techno-alchemy 
sort of mangled into a pseudo CBX/Z1300 cuddabeen... only 
more so. The bike doesn't get out much but this year I toted 
it down to the Wistanstow bike gathering, a bit like 'Salon 
Prive' but with beer instead of Prosecco... and pies, then I 
pitched up at Santa Pod with it, just for fun. 

But when I could persuade it to start, it ran badly, it was 
horrible, and horrible makes me very unhappy. Stuff had to 
be done. I had taken a cursory glance into the carbs and 
they were a mess, the dreaded ethanol had mullered the 
diaphragms and various other susceptibles. I vowed to fix 
it there and then. Believe it or not but there are very few 
carb sets out there for nonexistent six-cylinder Suzukis, no 
wait a minute, let's rephrase that, there are none, zero, nix, 
nada, zilch. So I made a set, it actually took me about 17,000 
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MAGNETOS* DYNAMOS* ARMATURES 
Cars, Motorbikes, Tractors, Stationary Engines 


Armoto Motor Units Ltd Tel: 01 246 4521 1 1 

Unit 6 Station Lane Ind Est, Old Whittington, Chesterfield S41 9QX 

armoto.co.uk email: sales@armoto.co.uk 


REWINDS & REPAIRS 


The name Armoto has been synonymous with high-quality 
windings for over 40 years and we are widely known for 
supplying re- manufactured wound components, such as 
rotors, stators, armatures, and coils for heavy-duty 
alternators in the PSV industry. 


We also repair, recondition and remanufacture a wide 
range of electro mechanical devices such as alternators, 
dynamo's dyna-starts and magnetos. 


Rewinding, repairing and reconditioning components 
from veteran, classic and vintage cars 
and motorbikes are a speciality, as well 
as trucks, farm vehicles and stationary 


• Alternators 

• Dynastarts 

• Armatures 

• Rotors 


• Dynamos 

• Magnetos 

• Field Coils 

• Stators 


Austin 7 dynamos, Rolls Royce Phantom dynamos to 
name a few - see web site for more technical advice. 
Electrical mechanical components for veteran, 
vintage classic motorcycles & cars 




3 year warranties on fully reconditioned units 
Typical turnaround 7-14 days 
In house winding facilities 



bpeea unarge 
technology actively monitors the charge 
acceptance and constantly modifies the charge output. 

■ Charges the battery up to 3 times faster than conventional 
battery chargers without damaging the battery. 

■ Features LED status lights and LCD scrolling 

digital messaging display screen gives step by step instructions. 

■ Fully automatic float mode ensures that the battery is kept fully 
charged and ready to use, for extended periods of time. 

■ Reverse polarity protection, thermal runaway 
protection and automatic shut-off are included as standard. 
Model No. SPI3S 

1 List Price £84.95 


To visit our website, 
view the catalogue, 
current promotions 


Suitable for most Modern 
Classics Motorcycles | 
through to the very j 

latest Superbikes ' 


CHARGES 
AGM/GEL 
CALCIUM LEISURE 
STOP/START 
AND LITHIUM 
BATTERIES 


and find your 
local stockist. 


www.sealey.co.uk 


n $0 Youira 


£ 53.95 

Exc. Vat 


7 


£ 64.74 

Inc. Vat 
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1977 Suzuki GT250B 
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Can you change mag for spoked? 


Yamaha RD350LC/YPVS Special 

Q »DearCMM, I'm building an Irn Bru 
a homage to the old 7UP LC special 
Trom the 1990s, which you’ve said you’ll 
include in a future magazine, but I have a 
running issue. The bike won't go properly 
under load and gets worse the higher up 
the gears I go. It does not go above 70mph 
and then only gets slower. The right hand 
cylinder runs hotter than the left and the 
bike runs erratically. 

The following has been done: new plugs, 
HT-leads, caps, coil, rewound stator, 
carbs changed over (carbs cleaned and 
stripped). The bike when I got it hadn’t 
run for about 16 years, the wiring loom 
was a mess so the engine was stripped 
and vapour blasted. About £600 of new 
official Yamaha parts were put in, the 
crank was redone for £300 and the engine 
was rebuilt by a pukka mechanic. It runs 
a standard LC airbox with a 350 YPVS 
standard engine, it has not been tuned. 
Mick Abbey is stuck as well! Help! 

Brian Thomson 

’ It is a great help that the engine 
is , or at least is supposed to be, in 


Q "\ have a 1977 Suzuki GT250B which 
e has been restored. I am unsure about 
the correct main jet sizes. The ones fitted are 
105 which are different from the ‘A’ model 
quoted in the Haynes manual. The air filters 
were SSB but I have restored it back to the 
original box. 

Martin Allan 


■ There was a whole range of jets specified for the A and B models , running down 
f^a to 87.5 and up to 102.5. The choice would no doubt have originally depended 
on the local climate and height above sea level. So yours are slightly above the top of 
the range , which is probably not a bad thing as running a bit cooler will make seizure 
less likely. You could experiment though: the jets should be fairly easy to find. 


Our very own wizened sages, 
Messrs Mark Haycock and 
Steve Cooper are here to 
answer all of your woes, be 
they mechanical or spiritual. 
Every month we will be giving 
some model-specific advice 
as well as some general tips. 
Don’t forget to send in your 
own tips too. 


irn Bru special, burps! 


standard condition. Sounds 
like you might have 
a problem with the 
ignition, with the 
timing possibly being 
different between the 
cylinders, or although the 
carbs have been cleaned, are 
they assembled to the correct 
spec with all the right jets, 
slides, needles, fuel levels, etc? Or 
maybe the crank seals got damaged 
in the assembly process? You know, 
really there isn't that much to a two- 
stroke and it is just a case of checking that 
every part is working as it should be and 
to the proper spec, then the engine as a 
whole MUST work as it should. 


1984 Honda CBX750 

Q »Regarding the reader who has 
a rebuilt his CBX750 in the August 


issue, I had the same problem when I had 
the tank and carbs off mine and it would 
not start. I set up a direct supply of fuel to 
the carbs hanging from the rafters of the 
garage roof and it would run, bypassing 
the fuel tap. I eventually found that the 
vacuum hose to the fuel tap was adrift. 

Hooray, I thought (I had forgotten that 
it wouldn’t even start with the fuel tap on 
the prime setting either), 
but it still wouldn’t start 
and it was only when I 
was talking to someone at David 
Silver Spares that I was told to try and 
start it with the fuel tank cover open and 
after a few coughs it fired, apparently 
there is a vent via the fuel cap and if 
blocked can cause a vacuum in the tank, 
ped the seal and cap from another 
and it ran fine! 

Steve McGlynn 


i Yes, that tiny little hole is 
crucial to the running of a 
bike engine. I am surprised though that the 
engine would not run at all. Usually it will 
run for a while until the vacuum develops. 


1982 Yamaha XV750 

9 "\ have just purchased a Yamaha 
a XV750 1982 (rear chain drive). 

Uan you please let me know if I can fit 
spoked wheels and hub brakes, as I don’t 
like mag wheels and disc brakes. 

John Boggis 


■ / am sure you could but I do have 
J^a to disagree with you about ancient 
i/s modern wheels and brakes. Cast wheels 
are stronger and need no maintenance, 


Send your queries to: bsimmonds@mortons.co.uk or write to Problem Solver, CMM, PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lines LN9 612 


> and disc brakes give better control as well 
as power. Maybe the best and easiest way 
would be to get an old-fashioned bike 
which already has the desired features ? 


1974 Suzuki GT750L 

iMy bike will not start on the right- 
hand pot unless the choke lever is 
hefd firmly down, but once warm the bike 
won’t idle on this cylinder. Once moving 
briskly through the gears the bike runs on 
all three! I have checked points, plugs, 
choke linkages and all are fine, any ideas? 

Kevin Newton 


"It sounds like you have a problem 
m with the slow-running jet in your 
right-hand carburettor as the cylinder runs 
perfectly okay when the throttle is opened , 
but seems to need extra enrichment to 
get it going. Alternatively it could be an 
air leak at the carburettor mounting which 
would cause a weak idling mixture, emm 



Could it be your jets?. 





Having issues with his 400 Four idling! 

Honda CB400 Four issues 


0 "l’m halfway through my Honda 
a 400-4F project; the engine has 
gone back in the frame and is running 
but for some reason I can’t explain, 
when I rev it up, it does not come back 
down to idle straight away. The cables 
are not tight and if I prod around on top 
of the carbs with my finger the engine 
note changes. I can’t see any obvious 
cracks present in the rubbers, any 
suggestion? 

Ski Ranee 


"Excessive mixture weakness 
can cause this and the fact that 
when you press on the carburettor tops 
you notice a difference in engine note 
does indicate that air is leaking here. I 
would check the gaskets underneath and 
screw tightness if I were you. Otherwise 
it is possible that there is a problem 
with the carburettor linkage which will 
need to be investigated, probably with 
the airbox removed so you can check the 
free movement of the slides. 


CX500 Engine paint finish 


Q My CX500 project 
a rumbles on and the 
engine is stripped and cases 
ready to go for aqua/vapour 
blasting. The trouble is: what 
to do with them once they’re 
all nice and clean? Conflicting 
advice says to leave the metal 
bare but having gone to all the 
trouble of stripping it all down 
my worry is that after being 
run a few times tarnishing will 
set in and the engine will look 
crap again. Others advise clear 
lacquer. 

I’ve gone this route before 
and have had problems with 
the surface finish starting to 
yellow. Then there’s painting, 
but which paint to use? Most 
seem to require baking on at 
high temperatures for an hour 
or two. Will just running the 
engine be enough to cure the 
paint? My previous solution 
of using an old Baby Belling 
cooker for small parts is okay 


but engine cases won’t fit! 

Plus I’m concerned about 
warping and buggering up the 
gasket seal. 

I can’t be the only home 
bodger in this dilemma. Are we 
forced to use the professionals 
at project-busting costs or can 
a good result be achieved in 
the shed? Don’t even suggest 
using the kitchen cooker. Tried 
that once - not a good idea 
unless you’re single and live 
alone! 

Rob Neal 

■ There was a reason 
a why the Japanese 
manufacturers painted the 
alloy parts originally and 
that was because it is not as 
durable as other aluminium 
alloys. Unfortunately, the 
painting process they used 
was only designed to last for a 
few years before the bike was 
scrapped. You will need to use 




some sort of protection. 

As you say, the lacquers 
available for home application 
are no good because they 
discolour with the engine heat. 
I do not think you will ever get 
a truly long-lasting finish using 
home-applied paint, but you 
might be content to re-apply 
the finish every few years. The 


best result would be produced 
by a professional as you might 
expect, but this is not cheap. 

I have had pretty good 
service by spraying WD-40 
on to aqua-blasted alloy from 
time-to-time. It’s very cheap 
and convenient but not as 
new: and I know that matters 
to many restorers. 
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AMERICAN REAPERS, ft 



classic m motorcycle 

mechanics 


SUBSCRIBE & SAVE 

^ With Motorsport 

$60/yr (12 issues) 

Save $$ and never miss another issue! 

Great subscription prices for U.S.A. delivery: Classic Motorcycle 
Mechanics, The Classic Motorcycle, Classic Bike Guide, Classic 
Racer, RealClassic, Classic Dirt Bike, Scootering, Classic 
Scooterist Scene, Twist & Go, Motorcycle Sport & Leisure. 

We stock many fine Mortons publications including: 

SCRAPBOOK SERIES (Triumph, BSAand Norton), AVIATION 
CLASSICS, THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLES, JUST ROSSI, ISLAND RACER, JAGUAR. 



PUBi-tCA TlONS^c 


7164 County Road N #441, Bancroft, Wl 54921 
715-572-4595 * Chris@ClassicBikeBooks.com 

www.ClassicBikeBooks.com 



Visit our website, phone or email for a FREE catalogue 

www. vehicleproducts.co. uk 

Tel: 0115 9305454 ■ Email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk 
Vehicle Wiring Products, 

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 8EF 


Vehicle 

Wiring 

Products^ 


We supply a 

comprehensive range of 
wiring products for repair, 
modification or complete 
rewire to your classic bike. 




Brake Discs, Pads 
& Calipers 

Regulator/Rectifiers 

Mirrors & Indicators 

Clutch Kits & Gasket 
Sets 

Batteries 

Chain & Sprocket Kits 
Air & Oil Filters 


secure online ordering from our website at 

http://www.patternparts.net 



Wl or call 0115 925 2595 S3 



DRV STORAGE SYSTEM 


Don 1 ! ride through the winter? Use a Vac Bag to keep 
your bike like new, LIVE MORE - WORRY LESS! 



Bag can be used over and over again! 

STANDARD KIT £36*95 * JUMBO KIT £39*95 


Order SECURELY online at www.vac-bag.co.uk 

Phone 08443 303013 
Email: sales@vac-bagxo.uk 
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YAMAHA 

PARTS 

SPECIALIST 


www.yambits.co.uk 

EMAIL: 

mail@yambits.co.uk 


Andy Bike 3 Paintwork 
and Classic □e 3 cals 


www.andybikeservices.co.uk 



At AndyBike we do classic and modern paintwork and will work 
with you one to one to create the colour and finish you require. 
We also supply and fit all decals which are produced in 9 year 
vinyl and can create all the classic colours for your restoration. 

Tel: 07764 898 222 andy@andybikeservices.co.uk 
Unit 6, 1.M.F. The Ropewalk, Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 5HX 











MARVING 

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING 


For all ‘ZVGSVXJ’, CBX and ‘CB’ Series 


4-1’s ROAD, RACE, CUSTOM, ENDURO, CLASSIC 
& REPLACEMENT ORIGINALS, 4 STROKE ONLY. 
1970 TO DATE. 


Tel: 024 7644 2054 
Fax: 024 7665 9864 


‘ 

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm 

www.exactrep.co.uk 

info@exactrep.com 



Tel: 01675 462264 


Why go to 
anyone else ? 


Products 


* Rims 

* Spokes 

* Nipples 
■ Tyres 


Services 


• Wheel Building 

• Shot Blasting 

• Powder Coating 


8 & 9 Station Road, Coleshilt 
Birmingham, B46 1HT 


^ email: info@central-wheel.eo.uk 


fax: 01675466412 « web: www.eentral-wheel.eo.uk 
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Ahhh two-strokes: every man and his dog tried to tune them. 
Look what Niall found with his RD400F! 






Motor-maniac! 


’ve used the phrase ‘bitten off more 
than I can chew’ many times since I 
took delivery of my tatty RD400F 
last winter. 

Initially, the euphoria of simply finding 
this Jap classic kept me going but as I 
gradually pulled her apart, I realised that 
the job in hand was bigger than I first 
thought. What lurked beneath wasn’t good, 
so time had to be allocated and money 
had to be spent. As a Scot, the latter is 
never a good thing to do. 

The good news is I have a new cliche: ‘I 
can see light at the end of the tunnel,’ is 
used on a regular basis now and I’m even 
predicting she’ll be on show appearing 
in all her bright yellow glory at the CMM 
Stafford show in October! The final piece 
of the jigsaw before the rebuild could 
commence was fettling the motor, so in 
between my British Superbike duties that 
has been my mission over the past month. 

I've been stripping, sourcing and 
blagging parts from where I can, but 
it’s all been worthwhile as I now have 


the finished article sitting on my bench 
looking as pristine as the day it left Japan. 
Over the past week, late at night, myself 
and James Whitham have been swapping 
detailed WhatsApp images of our recently 
minted engines - sad I know, but this time 
at least it’s legal! 

I mentioned in my first article that 
although the motor would kick over, firing 
her up was never an option. There was also 
a lumpy feel and a faint grinding metallic 
sound so I assumed all wasn’t well inside. 
As it turned out, everything was reasonably 
intact but having seen no action since 
1998 moisture had penetrated the main 
bearings and crankshaft so everything 
was badly corroded. In many ways this 
made things easy as the bottom end was 
unsalvageable and had to be replaced. 

I could possibly have got by with re- 
ringing the original pistons but along with 
the reed blocks they had been hacked into 
odd shapes by some madman with a file! 

As a teenager with limited mechanical 
knowledge, I practiced similar tuning 
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techniques on my 350 LC motor but I at 
least tried hard to keep any modifications 
neat and tidy. As you’ll see from the 
pics this wasn’t the case when ‘tuning 
madman’ attacked my RD. 

After taking the motor apart I decided 
it was time for professional advice and 
this time I turned to Redline KTM in 
Loughborough. Rob Kirk is the workshop 
chief there and although he mostly works 
on orange Austrian machines there is 
nothing he doesn’t know about two- 
stroke Japanese engine prep. Being well 
connected I also knew he would be a one- 
stop-shop when it came to sourcing bits 
so I asked him to check everything over 
and I’d take his advice on what had to be 
junked, repaired or replaced. 

In the grand scheme of things I probably 
got off lightly as Rob reckoned the 
crankcases, gearbox and clutch were all 
in decent nick, however, as expected the 
crank, rods and main bearings were swiftly 
consigned to the bin. Rob just chuckled 
when he saw the ‘tuned’ pistons and told 




t) 









Simple solutions: Painstaking stripping means easier building. 


Parts sorted ready for the rebuild. 


Niall's RD motor mid-build. 


Clean as a whistle and ready for install. 


me my barrels needed a 0.75mm rebore 
with new pistons plus all bearings, rods 
and crank. 

Seventeen years of damp shed storage 
had also taken its toll on the appearance 
of the cases so Rob recommended I have 
them Aqua Blasted by Midlands Blast 
and Refurb. For a mere £30 they came 
back looking like new so well worth a 
call (07931 538379) if you need any 
kind of bike component preparation, 
refurb or repair. Another respected and 
long established local company, Service 
Exchange Parts in Kegworth did the re- 
bore and also supplied my new pistons 
crank and bearings. Thankfully, both 
cylinder heads were in good condition so 
along with the barrels they only needed a 
sand-down and respray, and all with the 
same B&Q heat resistant paint I used on 


my LC motor! After a complete gasket set 
arrived from Grampian Motors in Liverpool 
(and in my absence) with help from a 
Redline apprentice, Rob put my motor 
back together in an afternoon. 

The anti-vibration head and cylinder 
rubbers also came up nicely with some 
recently acquired WD40 - one of my 
boys races in their colours! In other news 
you’ll see my paintwork has landed back 
from Racepaint UK. Tez up there had a 
challenging time with my kit as it was 
pretty rough. The seat unit and side panels 
were chipped and cracked but tank was 
the worst as it had been cut, welded and 
was full of Cataloy putty. 

Racepaint UK charged their standard 
rate for preparing and painting a tank, 
side panels and seat but I took from our 
conversation during the handover many 


He's nuts with his nuts. 





Simple solutions: Trust no-one as to the state of a motor's internals! 


[> extra hours had been spent on my bits. I 
know £450 plus VAT is a lot of money in 
any man’s book but the trash I dropped off 
at Racepaint UK miraculously came back as 
‘better than new’, immaculate paintwork. I 
know many people try doing it themselves 
with rattle cans and do a good job - fair play 
to you - but I like my bike to be as good or 
better than new in this respect. 

Having nearly almost everything ready 
now, I'm seriously excited about the build 
but there is a problem. I had help with 
my LC and Fizzy restorations, but being 
familiar with these bikes had the push 
come to shove, I’m sure I could have 
eventually rebuilt them on my own. My 
RD400 is different. I took her completely 
apart around six months ago but I know 
I would struggle past putting the forks, 
swingarm and wheels in place. 

I had originally enlisted the services 
of Daryll Young at I DP Moto to help with 
my rebuild but a mountain of work has 
landed at his Silverstone base. Along with 
our very exciting 350LC Reboot project 
he also has to prepare another thirty LCs 
for the Silverstone Pro-Am revival event 
- he is seriously busy. Luckily, LC special 
enthusiast and all round good guy Dave 
Yates does have a few spare evenings 
so he has agreed to help me out. We’ll 
get started in the next few days so I’m 
confident that this time next month I’ll 
have something on the bench resembling a 
oart built RD400F! cmm 



Yet another cheesy grin! 



Nice bit of tuning work here. 



Yamaha RD400: a brief history 


The origins of the RD400 stretch back 
to the 1960s and the YR5 which was 
designed to replace the venerable YR3. 
In 1973 the YR5 was replaced by the 
RD350, which came with a reed-valve 
engine and a disc brake. By 1976 
this RD had become a 400, thanks 
to increased stroke, and the pleasing, 
rounded lines were changed to solid, 
angular ones. 

The 1976 RD400C had wire wheels, 
with mag wheels as an optional extra. 
For ’77/78 in came the D or DX - this 
model had natural alloy or black painted 
mag wheels and s seat tail cover. Both 
the C and D had footrests bolted under 
the frame, like the earlier 350, but this 
changed with later RD400s. The next 
year saw the RD400E, which had CDI 


ignition and an updated engine with 
around 40-45bhp. Other changes saw 
thinner spokes on the mag wheels and 
altered exhausts and brake calipers. The 
almost identical RD400F (well, in this 
white/red scheme, Niall’s is yellow) came 
on the scene in 1979 and featured small 
changes to the graphics and bars. For 
1980 a new, liquid-cooled kid came on 
the block for Yamaha - the RD350LC. 

Issues with the RD400 mainly stem 
from age and misuse. Some owners 
report gearbox issues (some don’t) 
while many report that exhausts can 
crack and fracture. Mostly it's age- 
related: tanks rot, reg/rectifiers blow, 
seats can split and hold water, fuel can 
gum up the carbs - or worse - and 
paint is often shot. 



Shocking what state some people leave things in! 
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S « I S € I 

JAPANESE FOR REBORN 


Suppliers of quality genuine, reproduction and 
performance parts mainly for standard, restored 
and modified classic Kawasaki and CB750/400. 


1.5% X 
READER 1 
DISCOUNT 

on website purchases 
, in October using 
^ code A 
X.CMM1015.X 


We supply: OEM, Yamiya, 
PMC, Doremi, APE, Liska, 
Cometic, DID, JT, Kibblewhite, 
Vesrah, Wiseco, Sanctuary, 
Nitro Racing, Sculpture, Ohlins 
and much much more 


See 


you 


B113 


stand 


on 


Stafford 


Show 


balcony b 


stairs 




01609 773486 
i nf o @ saisei-europe.com 

www.saisei-europe.com 



Self Service Workshop, Storage & Club Meeting Facility 


Club Meeting Facility 

• •••••••••••••• 

This is Your Garage provides motor enthusiasts 
and clubs with, a one stop facility to feed the 
mechanical and social aspects of your passion. 

We welcome cars, hikes, trucks & trikes from all 
eras and origins to come along! 

Overlooking the main workshop with a capacity 
to hold up to 50, we invite members to relax and 
unwind in a comfortable and contemporary 
area. 

We host individual club meets as well as our own 
events. Read more about our open evenings » 


When? 

• 1st Tuesday of every month 

• 6:00pm until 10:00pm 

Where? 

Unit 120, Culham No.l Site 
Culham, Oxfordshire 0X14 3DA 


What’s involved? 

• Checkout our facilities 

• Meet like minded enthusiasts 

• Hot & cold drinks also available 

• BBQ fired up with hot dogs 

& burgers if weather permits! 


Unit 120 Culham No.l Site, Oxfordshire 0X14 3DA | T: 01865 407 757 | info@thisisyourgarage.com | www.thisisyourgarage.com 
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Letter of the law 

Scoop gets an unwelcome letter and a severe attack of the runarounds. 

Why is insurance such a bind? 


i 


t was a normal Saturday morning 
and I was debating whether to 
work on the Suzuki Stinger, sort 
out the garden or take a chance on 
the weather and go for a ride. 

And then postie did what all 
posties do best - unknowingly ruin 
a perfectly good Saturday. The 
letter landed on the hall floor with 
a slight flurry and landed face down 
with a bit of slap; almost as if it was 
on a mission. To be honest I nearly 
pushed it to one side but curiosity 
got the better of me. 

The envelope had a look of 
vague officialdom to it but nothing 
to really indicate its contents. 

Ripping it open it was apparent that 
the correspondence was from an 
organisation called the MIB - nope, 
not those ‘Men in Black’ or whatever 
that film was, instead it stood for Motor 
Insurance Bureau and according to 
their website, and I quote: “MIB Group 
consists of the Motor Insurers' Bureau 
and subsidiary companies Tracing 
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Simple solutions: Ignorance isn't bliss. Take action if you get a letter! 



> Services Limited, MIB Management 
Services Limited and MIB Portal Services 
Limited. 

"Our Group mission is to operate as a 
centre of excellence to: 

■ Significantly reduce the level and 
impact of uninsured driving in the UK. 

■ Compensate victims of uninsured and 
untraced drivers fairly and promptly. 

■ Provide first class asset management 
and specialist claims services.” 

All very laudable and most of us who 
ride bikes would generally support their 
work. Beside the MIB logo was a DVLA 
one. If I'm honest my first impression was 
that the letter was a spoof ad although 
it had an aura of authenticity. There was 
little to reinforce its credibility. Until I 
read the opening line. Apparently my 
Yamaha YL1 was not insured and if I 
didn’t take action I would be receiving a 
fixed penalty notice. If you've ever had 
such a letter from the MIB you’ll know the 
disconcerting feeling of doubting your own 
memory. Was the bike really uninsured? 
Had I been riding illegally? Had I forgotten 
to pay Peter James Insurance back in 
January? A quick check through the 
bike documents box file confirmed that I 
hadn't lost the plot and that all my bikes 
including the YL1 were currently insured. 

So armed with a large mug of self- 
righteousness and a brew I phoned the 
MIB, jumped through various options and 
then waited until someone answered. The 
person checked my details, the reference 
number and vehicle registration number. 

I was told the bike was not on the MIB 
database and that I needed to rectify this 
by contacting my insurance company (who 
happened to be closed over the weekend). 

Wearing my investigative journalist hat I 
asked why it was possible to be insured and 
not on the database. The options were; 

1. The policy was a new one (it’s not; it’s 
five months old). 

2. I’d made a change to the policy 
(I hadn’t). 

3. It was a personal plate (not sure how 
this one works as AKX212E doesn’t 
seem to match any letter in my name!). 



When I stupidly mentioned the 
registration was an age-related one for an 
imported vehicle that’s been continuously 
taxed, MoT’d and insured for at least 
eight years this drew a blank with the 
person at the other end of the phone who 
said they knew nothing about that side 
of things. Hang on, shouldn’t they know 
about such things? How about accessing 
the DVLA database to verify my facts and 
information? All to no avail; it was my 
job to prove that AKX212E was insured 
or potentially get a fine: innocent until 
proven guilty? Forget it pal! 

With the weekend somewhat spoilt and 
not wanting a second letter the little Yam 
stayed in the garage but come Monday 
morning I was straight on the blower to 
the insurers who confirmed all my bikes 
were insured and should be on the MIB 
database. As I was out and about, it 
wasn’t possible to go to www.askMIB.com 
there and then and check but Peter James 
Insurance had a look on my behalf and 
rang me back to confirm all my bikes were 
there present and correct. The insurers 
also commented that they also had no 
idea why I’d received the letter. 

Back home the same day I also 
double checked on the MIB database 
and AKX212E was listed. So they got 
another call and when I finally spoke to 
another human being they confirmed that, 
yes, I had been sent a letter. Following 
a discussion outlining the call to my 
insurers guess what? MIB also agreed I 
was on their system for the 
YL1 and that all was rosy. 

When pushed the agent 
made similar noises to 
their colleague I’d spoken 
to before. Various other 
mumblings were proffered 
by the MIB but there were 
no concrete answers. My 
insurance broker, the 
insurance company and their 
officers had all done their 
stuff but somehow the MIB 
had got it wrong. Now okay, 
mistakes happen, systems go 


wrong etc. etc. but think on this. It’s us, 
the vehicle owners, who apparently have 
to ensure that a third party (our insurance 
provider) has supplied another third party 
(the MIB) with the correct data. Just how 
does that work please? 

How can you and I be held responsible 
and accountable for a process I have no 
input into? If I was a professional cynic I 
might question just how much the powers 
that be pay the MIB and what happens to 
the those hapless individuals who don’t 
follow all due process when they get a 
letter. How many argue; "rubbish, I know 
I'm insured. Who the hell are the MIB and 
how can they fine me?” Even though you 
are insured the possibility of being fined 
is almost a certainty if you don’t prove 
your innocence. 

I don’t know who the MIB would work 
with to fine us, but let’s say you're away 
exploring the foothills of the Himalayas, 
cruising Route 66, riding the Pan- 
American Highway or touring Europe 
and away for ages? Is there an appeals 
process? Perhaps the single most annoying 
thing about this that we, the motoring 
public, are paying for all of this: has 
anyone else reading CMM had similar 
issues? Please write to Uncle Bertie and 
share your pain with the rest of us. He 
tells me that an insurance feature for 
classics could well be on its way... 
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Project Suzuki X7 part 


The Joy of X7! 


He’s enjoying his X7 resto is our Mr Whitham and it’s moving on at a pace. 


F; 


1 irstly, I have to 
I apologise for the recent 
lack of progress on the 
X7 front. 

I know it must seem to you 
that Niall (the big teacher's pet) has been 
cracking on with his RD400 and I've just 
been doing nowt, for the last two months, 
but nothing could be further from the 
truth, oh no. The hold up with the Suzuki 
has (as expected) been the chromework. 
The firm I use is called Prestige at 
Mexborough, they're family-run and do a 
mega job but have always had a lengthy 
turn-round time. 

Anyway, I haven’t just been scratching 
my backside in the meanwhile, I’ve had 
plenty of shed time, completely rebuilding 
a 1986 Yamaha TZ250, and making 
a start on an '88 TZ too. The '86 has 
come out lovely (see the pic) and I’ve 
recommissioned the motor properly with 
new rods, pistons, rings and seals so I 


can take it on track without fear of it 
destroying itself if I get a bit giddy! I've 
lost too much arse skin over the years to 
build a racing two-stroke with old part- 
worn bits - especially cranks and seals. 

I’ll tell you all about sorting out these little 
race bikes in the coming months. 

Right, where was I? Oh yeah, the X7. 

The bike has started to take some sort of 
shape on the bench now with swingarm, 
centrestand, yokes, airbox and engine 
bottom end all fitted to the basic frame. 

I prefer to fit the bottom end in the 
frame this way before completing the 
top-end in situ coz it’s easier than 
wrestling with a whole motor and there’s 
a lot less chance of scratching your nice 
freshly painted frame. 

I love building up the bottom ends of 
motors. I always liked trying to do Airfix 
kits without using the instructions as a kid 
and this is sort of the same. Sort of. When 
I strip a motor I always put the various 


Like an Airfix kit, says Whit. 
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The front-end comes together at Whit # s. 


> assemblies in clean boxes or trays, crank 
in one, clutch in another, gear clusters 
and selector in another etc. This makes it 
easier when it comes to the rebuild, but in 
actual fact it’ll only go back together one 
way, as long as you don’t have any bits left 
over chances are you’ve done okay. 

Horizontally split cases are a lot easier 
to deal with than vertically split ones cos 
you can fit the crank shaft, gear shafts 
and selector mechanism into the bottom 
case before popping the top case on when 
you're sure everything looks right. The 
cases should go together quite easily with 
no more than a tap or two of a hide or 
nylon mallet. 

Sometimes you get a lovely little 
hollow ‘knock’ sound as the cases 
touch each other. I love this (do I need 
help?). Anyway, if they don’t go together 
reasonably easily take the top case off, 
make yourself a brew and check everything 
again. Never batter away with a hammer O 






Simple solutions: Always dry- build first to check for fit. 



Before being sorted. 


[> or try to ‘pull’ the cases together with the 
screws or bolts: if you need to do this 
there’s something wrong. 

It’s also a good idea to build up the 
bottom end dry at first, securing the cases 
together with only a couple of bolts. Then 
pop on the gear lever and go through the 
gears, turning the primary shaft (where the 
clutch will eventually fit) with one hand. If 
every gear works as it should and you only 
have one neutral you can take the top case 
off again, apply jointing compound, refit 
the case and torque up all the casing bolts 
for good. 

I've stripped and painted the seat pan 
and sent it off with a new cover to a local 
upholsterer called Tony (not that his name 
is significant or 'owt). I’ve built seats up 
myself but to be honest they’ve never been 
as nice as a professional would do and a 
badly fitted seat cover can ruin the look of 
a nicely restored bike, right? 

Most Japanese bikes of this era had 
fork sliders that were brush-wheeled and 
lacquered. They tended to corrode under 
the lacquer so some people just flat 
them off with wet n’ dry and paint them 
a random silver or polish the ally with 
autosol paste. Either looks okay but it’s 
actually as easy to paint-strip the 35-year- 
old lacquer off and use Scotch-Brite to 
get back that brushed look and then re- 
lacquer - the look is much more original. 

Some of the smaller components like 
the top yoke, headlight brackets, horn 
etc. are satin black. I’ve done these with 
Simonise acrylic paint from an aerosol 
and I’m dead happy with 'em. The last job 
has been the engine side cases and the 
cylinder head, all of which were originally 
finished in a weird satin grey colour: it 
looks like the non-stick stuff you get on 
some pans. 

I thought this would be difficult to 
replicate but the bloke at my local auto 
paint place (sorry, I don't know his name) 
matched the colour and the finish no 
problem. The results are much better 
than I thought they would be, almost 
indistinguishable from the new old stock 
casing I borrowed to match up. 

A box of stuff I ordered arrived from 
Suzuki Vintage Parts, mostly rubbers, 
cables, light lenses and plastic parts that’ll 
really make the bike ping! The guys there 



And after... much better. 



Suzuki Vintage Parts treasure! 



Hard-work to get forks right. 



At last the legs are finished. 



This lovely TZ is going to be in a future issue of CMM. 


are very helpful and know their stuff. It’s 
reassuring to know that if you can’t bring 
the original part up to scratch you can buy 
new instead of spoiling the finished job. I 
know that some restorers don’t agree with 


this ethos, but to be honest I don't care. I 
like the odd new part to set off the look. 

Right, that’s it for now. I’m off to fire up 
the TZ and fill my shed and surrounding 
area with lovely smoke! cmm 


t wembSp^comi 
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IMILLION 

parts 





The free flowing cable 


• Anti vibration, free 
flowing action 

• Freeze & seize 
resistant compound 

• Huge range of fitments 


Great Price * Great Service * Fast Delivery 


wemoto.com, over 1 MILLION 

motorcycle parts listed for over 10,000 models, 
massive website, parts added daily 


1B^iH§E§s§§ii§ 


Tel:01273 597072 


Unit 7 Grange Road Industrial Estate, Albion Street, Southwick, West Sussex, BN42 4EN, United Kingdom 
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Project Yamaha 7X500 °art 4 


Going ape! 

Poor Mark, his TX500 seems to have been the subject 
of some monkey business. So what can he do to sort it? 


O ne of the things I was 
glad about with my 
TX500 project was 
that despite other bits being 
a bit more difficult than I had 
expected, at least the electrical system 
would be all as standard, and not the 
usual mish-mash found on old bikes. 

A closer look showed that my optimism 
was ill-founded. Unfortunately, the fashion 
in the US in the early Seventies was for 
ape-hanger bars and my bike had been 
(un)suitably modified. So they fitted a set 
of bars considerably higher than standard 
which meant that the various controls 
would no longer reach, so some trouble 
had been taken to accommodate this 
on the wiring front. I shall look at the 
mechanical controls later on, but now I 
shall concentrate on the electrics. 

One of the joys of Japanese bikes in 
those days was the provision of devices 
which had been commonplace for decades 
on cars, such as electric starting and 
indicators and later safety extras such as 
an emergency kill switch. The downside 
was the extra wiring necessary but at least 
the switches were designed in such a way 


that they could easily be reached without 
moving the hands from the handlebar 
grips by miniaturising them and combining 
them into units by the handgrips. 

All this is very familiar of course, but 
take a look at a typical contemporary 
British arrangement (Photo 1) and you 
can see how crude and awkward it is 
and thus what an advance was made by 
the Japanese. 

Even better, it was often found (as on 
the TX) that the wiring was completely 
hidden from view as it was placed within 
the handlebars - a very neat arrangement. 
My bike did not have the wiring hidden 
and nor could it be said to be neat. After 
removing layers of gooey, slimy, formerly 
sticky tape I found what had happened. 

The wires had all been cut and extended 
in two different ways. On the left hand 
side the wires had a set of plain blue wires 
(Photo 2) inserted, while on the right hand 
side different coloured wires had been 
used, though the wrong colours, as what 
appeared to be an American telephone 
cable had been utilised! 

Not a pretty sight, but at least the joints 
had been soldered - though as usual the 






1/ Crude Brit shL.er set-up. 2/ Blue wires 
extended the left-hand switch-gear. 


tape had exceeded its lifespan and thus 
was pretty useless. As something similar 
to standard handlebars were going to be 
used, I could remove the extension wires 
and rejoin the originals, but there was 
a possibility that the wires would then 
be not quite long enough. I also would 
have preferred to run the wires within the 
handlebars as intended, but on reflection 
that would not be an easy job. 

The handlebars fitted must have been 
non-genuine and hence did not have the 








3/ Looking into the switch-gear itself put Mark off rewiring these parts directly. 4/ Cheap colour-coded cable to the rescue! 50m of wire, 
1m lengths or up, 40 colours, £12.99! 5/ A full range of splices that should help us do the job! 



6/ Rings of hot-melt adhesive at each end and solder in the middle. 7/ Slide the right size splice over the wires you want to join. 8/ Start 
from the solder in the middle as this needs most heat and then work outwards. 


> slots needed to route the wires through. I 
could have drilled them out but I felt that 
it was more trouble than it was worth so I 
forgot that idea. 

Instead I used some corrugated conduit 
I had acquired ages ago and always 
knew would come in handy! It did occur 
that instead of re-extending the existing 
handlebar wires, I could solder new ones 
on to the handlebar switches but looking 
at what was involved (Photo 3) I could see 
that it would be very fiddly as the joints 
were small and hard to reach without 
dismantling the switches completely 

So the best approach would be to cut 
off the extensions and attach new lengths, 
this time of the correct colour, from the 
mid-point right down to the headlamp. I 
checked in my collection of vehicle wires 
but I was missing a few of the colours. 
However, on eBay I found an item which 
offered a total of 50m of wire, in lengths 
of lm upwards and chosen from 40 
colours, for £12.99 including delivery 
(Photo 4). Can’t be bad! 

All I needed to do was to work out what 
colours I would need, but naturally some 
of those I needed were not available. One 
plus point was that this was the new- 
style thin-wall wire which can carry a 
considerably heavier current than the older 
equivalent (16.5 rather than 8.75 Amps 


for lmm2) and has tougher insulation. 
Being thinner, it is easier to route in 
confined spaces such as on bikes. 

So what is a better way to join wires? 
Photo 5 shows a range of splices which 
offer the perfect solution. What they 
consist of is a tube of heat shrink plastic 
with a ring of solder in the middle and 
a ring of hot-melt adhesive at each end 
(Photo 6). They come in a range of sizes, 
so you just select one which will fit snugly 
over the wires. 

After sliding the splice over one wire, 
prepare the end of each wire by stripping 
off a few millimetres of insulation. As you 
are going to solder the copper, it needs 
to be clean and shiny, so if the wire is 
old you will need to use an abrasive to 
get the inevitable 
black oxide layer 
off. Then push the 
wires together so the 
strands interlock. 

Now slide the splice 
over so the solder 
ring is covering the 
bare copper (Photo 
7) and get heating. 

I use this butane- 
powered soldering 
iron (right) which, 
by removing the bit, 


becomes a miniature blowtorch or hot air 
gun. Not bad for £15 at Aldi. 

The solder needs most heat so I start 
with the middle and move outwards - 
probably best to practise first as you can 
overdo it. Hence the solder melts and 
flows into the wires, the outer tube shrinks 
to fit tightly and the adhesive bonds to the 
insulation making a perfect insulated and 
waterproof joint, which takes up scarcely 
any more space than the original wires 
(Photo 8). 

To find anything, you need to know what 
to ask for so you can internet search for 
‘heat shrink butt splice solder’ or some 
combination of those words. With the word 
‘butt’ in there, please be careful what 
you search for, especially if you are easily 
offended! I got a few 
sets for a knock-down 
price but the reason 
was that they came 
direct from Hong 
Kong, but they only 
took a week or so to 
arrive, cmm 

Next time more 
wiring tribulations as I 
try and get everything 
going properly as 
Yamaha intended. 
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Handling small parts 


It’s something we all have to do. 

But how do you clean 'em up and sort 'em? 

WORDS: PETER WATMOUGH AND BERTIE SIMMONDS PHOTOS: PETER WATMOUGH 


W e all have small parts... No, 

I’m not talking about my own 
affliction, instead I’m talking 
about the small parts we all need to 
complete our restorations. 

These are small parts that almost 
always seem to cost the earth from the 
manufacturers. These are the bits that 
get lost on the garage floor, the bits that 
never seem to be included in the box of 
bits the bloke gave you with the bike, or 
the bits that - should you buy the wrong 
replacement parts - will make you the 
laughing stock of the local club. 

As you know, we're great believers in 
make-do-and-mend at CMM and - yes - 
while we love the wallet-busting restorations 
we also like the rattle-can restos and 
shed-life real-life re-animation projects 
that you do on a budget. That’s why we had 
to give some space to CMM reader Peter 
Watmough’s ideas on how to rejuvenate and 
restore small parts. If it saves money, we 
think it’s a winner: over to you Pete. 


One of the problems faced when 
restoring an old motorcycle is the 
number of small brackets, bolts and 
other tiddly and otherwise fiddly parts 
that have seen better days and are 
annoyingly hard to replace. 

Larger parts such as frames, 
swingarms, subframes, seat pans 
and the like can be shot blasted, ^ 
and/or stripped or rubbed down. jjr 
But what about smaller parts? 
Manually cleaning, stripping and ^ 
de-rusting all of the little parts you 
find on a modern classic motorcycle 
can be a real pain. 

Nuts and washers can be replaced, 
but not so the specialised bolts and 
brackets that are found on many older 
bikes: parts that hold side-stands in 
place, or headlights, small brackets 
and specialised bolts. Sure, we could 
spend a lot of time and money reverse- 
engineering things, but for many of us 
we can only really use what we’ve got, 


so we have to re-use what we have as 
replacing them could be out of 
the question. 

The solution I have come up with is 
to use a hobby rock tumbler. Strange 
sounding name I know, but bear with 
me. These can be found on that well- 
known auction site for around £20: and 
mine is a fetching shade of pink. They 
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Be a part 



They look rubbish going in. 



All the rust gone! 


> are commonly used to tumble stones 
and polish them for jewellery making. 
More robust (and expensive ones) are 
available, but I’ve been using this one 
successfully for the last two years with 
some great results. 

To load the unit it’s a simple case of 
screwing off one end and putting the 
parts inside. I add a small amount of 
water (about a third full) a small amount 
of washing-up liquid and then some 
small stainless steel polishing beads. If 
you don’t have these then small ball- 
bearings or even washers can work as 
well. The abrasives and polish supplied 
in the hobby rock tumbler are not 
necessary for most of the projects we’d 
use the thing for, but keep them handy 
as you never know. 

For this example, I’m restoring some 
brackets normally found from the 
underside of the seat of a Kawasaki 
Z750 El that I’m currently restoring. 
Check out the images and you can see 
the age-old problem with these old parts. 
As is normal with bits on the bottom of a 
classic motorcycle’s seat, the spongy bit 
has simply soaked up all the water this, 
combined leaving the bike outside, has 
meant that most of the small metal parts 
under the seat aren’t looking their best. 
They’re rusty, oily and a real pain to clean 
one-by-one with solvent and a wire brush. 
Who wants to spend all day doing that? 





ofCMM 


Don't laugh! It works. 


Like panning for gold. 


Clean and ready for paint. 


All I did was remove them from the 
seat itself, add them to the drum, turn 
the thing on for 12 hours or so and then 
disappear to the pub. One thing you 
need to be careful of is this: just like the 
washing machine, you really shouldn’t 
overload it, or it won’t clean the parts 
effectively and could go bang under the 
stress. Better to do parts in batches. 

So, all you do is add the parts, water, 
washing-up liquid and 
polishing beads, then 
screw the end back 
on and switch 
the thing on. The 
drum then rotates 
like any washing 
machine and (as 
the name suggests) it 
tumbles the parts, which 
gently rub together and against 
the polishing beads and the old 
paint and surface rust is gently 
rubbed off. 

In my experience, you do need 
a good 12-hour tumble to get parts 


clean and corrosion free. At the end of 
that time, the drum is removed from 
the machine, opened and the contents 
sieved to separate the parts from the 
cleaning beads. 

The parts then need to be rinsed in 
clean water and dried quickly so as not 
to rust again. I either use a heat gun, 
hairdryer or 10 minutes in a hot oven. 

As a final step I always paint the parts to 
as close a finish as I can to the original. 

I simply use red oxide primer and gloss 
black - the results are seen here. 

Sure, maybe they’re 
not as professional as err, 
the professionals, but 
you can make a massive 
saving this way and 
save yourselves a lot of 
hard work on the cleaning 
wheel or with the solvent. In two years 
I’ve had no problem using this 
system so I hope it helps CMM 
readers out. cmm 

Not bad at all! 
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Fun with forks! 

CMM’s Andy Bolas is on a mission to make his big Bandit have sorted suspension. 
He’s done the rear - time for the front. 




k ince the last time we 
i spoke I have managed 
"to get a few miles on 
the Bandit 1200 and I’m 
really pleased so far with how 
it’s coming along. 

It’s fair to say the new rear shock and 
tyres have transformed the bike and it’s 
a lot more composed down my favourite 
bumpy lanes - although the front-end was 
very soft and dives heavily under braking. 

I did experiment with winding the pre-load 
in to its maximum adjustment which 
made a slight improvement but it was still 
too soft and warranted more work. So as 
discussed in part one I have purchased 
a new pair of progressive springs from 
Hagon. So here's a step-by-step guide to 
refreshing your suspenders! 
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1/ Before removing the forks from the bike you need to measure how much the 
fork leg protrudes through the top yoke then release the top yoke clamp and 
release the fork cap by half a turn as once the forks are out it will be very difficult 
to undo the cap. 






Simple solutions: Big suspension jobs need another pair of hands. 



2/ So with the bike on its centrestand on the work bench it's time to undo the pinch bolts for the wheel spindle, release the 
wheel spindle slightly, remove the front brake calipers and speedo cable. 3/ The bike was then raised with a scissor jack so the 
front wheel could be removed, time for tea! 4/ Remove the front wheel and mudguard including the fork brace. 



5/ With the wheel and mudguard out of the way you can now release the bolts on the bottom yoke and remove a fork leg. 

6/ Now the fork leg is out you can now remove the fork cap and wind this up the pre-load adjuster to gain access to the flats on 
the adjuster. From there you locate a spanner and release the locking nut on the damper rod so you can remove this from the 
damper rod to allow the removal of the spring. All very fiddly! 
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Simple solutions: Keep useful data safe somewhere. 



7/ Make a note of the position of the locking nut (ours had two threads showing bellow the nut) ready for reassembly time. 

8/ With the cap now removed you can remove the spacers and spring (noting the order of the spacer, washer and retainer) tip 
the forks over an oil tray letting the spring down gently then allow all the oil to drain from the fork. 9/ Once all the oil has drained 
out, give the fork stanchion a wipe, check your required air-gap which for the these forks with the Hagon springs is 160mm now 
you need to measure 160mm on the oil level gauge and lock it off. 10/ Compress the forks and add fork oil (lOw) until it registers 
on the gauge. 



11/ Now attach the tube from a brake 
bleeder or oil removal syphon to the oil 
level gauge. This will remove any excess 
oil and you know the air gap will be 
spot on in both legs. 

12/ The new spring can now be fitted 
(put the tighter wound coils at the top) 
add the washer, spacer and then the 
retainer over the spring. Now you can 
refit the preload adjuster/cap to the 
damper rod noting its previous position. 
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13/ Loosely fit the fork cap back into 
the fork stanchion, then refit the fork 
leg to the bike, check how much the 
leg protrudes through the top yoke set 
to the required height before doing up 
the pinch bolts in the bottom yoke. You 
can now tighten up the fork cap before 
tightening the pinch bolt in the top 
yoke. Carry out this again to the other 
fork leg. 14/ With both fork legs rebuilt 
and refitted you can now refit the 
mudguard, wheel, brake calipers and 
speedo cable, it's also advisable to treat 
the wheel spindle and caliper bolts to 
a little copper grease as they are out. 
Make sure you have checked everything 
is tight and don't forget to give the 
brakes a pump before you use the bike! 


> Just looking at the springs side by side 
(well, top to bottom in this pic) you can 
see the difference! With the bike off the 
ramp the front end felt instantly firmer, 
next day we had a bit of a ride out planned 
so I decided to use the Bandit and see 
how the bike felt. We used a variety 
of roads from bumpy B-roads to dual 
carriageways, around 30 miles in total. 

We stopped and I reduced the preload on 
the forks as they felt a bit too harsh. After 
this adjustment the bike now feels about 
as good as you could get it without taking 
it to a suspension specialist. To date the 
upgrades have cost a little short of £400 
which in my eyes is pretty good value as 
the bike handles well now for a big old bus 
and it’s all stuff you can do at home with 
the correct tools and spare time. 

Next time we will be on the dyno getting 
power runs with the standard exhaust, 
a Micron race can, a full Akrapovic race 
system and then with a Dyno Jet kit and 
free-flow air filter fitted so we can see how 
much power you get for your hard-earned. 

Thanks to: 

■ Keith at Chase Superbike Centre for 
lending me a ramp and the use of his 
tools 01543 466416 

■ Hagon: 0208 5026222 


Bandit 1200 - the best? O 



We reckon pound-for-pound the 
Suzuki GSF1200 Bandit is the best of 
the family. 

Released at the end of 1995 for 
the 1996 model year, the bike was 
powered by a detuned air-oil-cooled 
GSX-R1100 lump. The Il57cc motor 
was solid as, producing only lOObhp, 
but still giving that tune-ability that 
all the big GSX-R11 motors have. Little 
wonder people saw it as a blank 
canvas for turbo, big bore 200bhp or 
more stunt bikes. The bike soldiered 
on until a 2001 redesign, but the early 
models are the potential classics. By 
the Noughties the Bandit had lost its 
edge to the likes of the Hornet 900 
and Fazer 1000. 

We main tested the bike back in 
June 2014 and our feelings still 
stand - this is one heck of a 
motorcycle. Of the two versions to 
go for (a half-faired version came 
as well as the naked) we # d take 


the unclothed of the two, if you want 
something that's going to become a 
future classic. 

Bad parts of the bike are its ability 
to rot and that soggy suspension. 
Andy has shown what can be done 
front and rear, so don't worry about 
originality as the quality of the 
standard suspension wasn't much 
good from new. New suspension 
front and rear shows a caring owner. 
The other big issue was rot: silencers, 
down-pipes, frame welds - you name 
it, it could rot! Frame, wheel and 
engine paint was pretty shoddy too. If 
all this puts you off, don't let it. Andy 
has shown what can be done with a 
big, beautiful Bandit, so go find one. 

It won't let you down. 
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, 'Update your bike with a new speedometer 

01670 898402 


all 12v motorcycles 


.COX 


J Browse Motorcycles 

Kawasaki Specialist 


NEW AND USED SPARES 
BIKES FOR SALE AND WANTED 


Z650, Zl, Z900, Z1000 A1-J3, 
GPZ1100, Z1300 


• Quality New Replacement Fork Stanchions for 
1970 , s Kawasaki Z series road motorcycles 

• Clock Refurbishment 

11 Poyser Street, Wrexham, N Wales LL13 7RP 
Phone: 01978 355556 Fax: 01978 366663 
Mobile 07831 342590 Email: j.browse7260@hotmail.com 




Our kit modules provide all the major 
parts and instructions required to 
transform your donor bike into a 
stunning old school cafe racer 


We ship 
worldwide 
direct to 
your door 


Visit our website 
to find out a lot 
more about how 
you can build 
your ownCRK 
Cafe Racer & to 
order securely 
online. 


a 3 

MADE IN ENGLAND 


Devon Rim Company Ltd 

Unit 1c & Id Back Lane Ind Est 
Chulmleigh Devon EX18 7DQ 
01769-581700 

sales@devonrimcompany.com 

British Manufacturer 

& Finisher of 
Devon Mirror Stainless Steel 
Devon British Triple Chrome 
Aluminium Flanged Valanced 
Aluminium Non Valanced 
Wheel Rims 
Stainless Steel Spoke Sets 


www.devonrimcompany.com 




A. ,£j§; 



LUST 

BU Y ONLINE www Jus tracing, co.uk 


JACK UP KITS & LOWERING KITS - FAST WORLDWIDE SHIPPING 

APfULU RS250 r FTYLOGQ CflPQNQflO 

flHW K120OR, U.L2WS. K130OP, K1303S. K13HHJT. FfifiO CS 5CARVER 

HON DA tBB&QOf, CHfl. l SOQ,9??l l ^H r lDC)ORR r BLACKBIRD, YARADERD, YFR7M, YFRSDO V-TfC T V^RSOCIIf, NC70O 
KAWASAKI KLRfiStK, 10(250. |;3J25Q. KM65. GPZ5M, ZX7, 1X9, IX JO, ZX12, ZXR750, Z750. Z1D0Q 

SUZUKI BAHDCT G5F MM/ J20ClT 250. 3-RIhE. DR3SE, DRZ4C0, DLGHU ]«E. GL*D=U5. G55QG, G5REljO, GSK 
GSK-P &0CV7S0 SHAD, GPt-ftlHn, HAMfiSJSA. KATAItt. SyfifiB, G5#U5WlU» 5UMG5HOT 
TRIUMPH SPEED TOUR,. TT. TH.INDERBIPD. TlQEP. TOO, TEGEH fiOD. DAYTONA* STREET TRIPLE, SPEfD TO RLE 
YAMAHA DT125. F»., FZR, FZ5, FZl r *Z3, TDH90Q. TXJNDERCAT, TNJNOERACE r TOMSK], R£, R 1 . XTGUi, XTZ 
HYOSJNG GTIZ5f250;650 ■ AND WOKE! VISIT WWW.LUCTRACING.CO.IJK 


ORDER UNE 


PayPal vt*A 


sate stilus tracing, co. uk 


www.psttedforks. co. uk 


All types of telescopic motorcycle 
forks refinished in the correct 
HARD CHROME coating. Our long- 
established process delivers your fork 
legs back to you with up to 30 times 
more hard chrome than original. 


! f j | j 1 RECHROME 

FORK LEGS ONCE 

AS RECEIVED REFINISHED SO CHOOSE THE 

A.M. Philpot (Hard Chrome) Ltd, 'l E d a u d s e t r r 7 
Unit D, Cradock Rd Industrial Est, 

Luton, Beds LU4 OJF 

0 1 582 57 1 234 info@pittedforks.co.uk 

Check out our website for full details of our comprehensive reclamation service 






Always Breaking - Always Buying quality used Suzuki Parts! 
THE UK's No. 1 MAIL ORDER WORLDWIDE! 

Classic performance engine tuning 
Classic Bike Servicing/Bike Building Service 
For Road - Classic Race - Sprint/Drag Race - Classic Track Day 


See us on 





Suzuki/Kawasaki/Honda - Parts - Performance - Service 
Engines restored to standard/as new condition or tunes for any 
manner of racing. No job too large or too small! 


Call us on 07774 924067 or 07964 895086 
Email grumpy1260@orangehome.co.uk 
Web: www.grumpy1260suzukispares.co.uk 
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DREAI71 mACHiili 


Superpaint 


i Tanks blasted ■ Dents repaired ■ Metal welded ■ Plastics repaired | 
i Painted lines and striping ■ Printed decals ■ work guaranteed 
Collection and delivery available (natfiakmsapw ■ Established thirty years 


C r . 


Phone for details 0115 973 6615 $«usat$taffordiwi9 www.dream-machine.co.uk 





Oass/c 

IRAC6 



NS400/500 
Specials 
built to 
order to 
your spec 



NS500R RACE BIKE 

just completed, new engine 
86bhp, new paint £9995 



NS475 ROAD BIKE 

low miles, 80bhp 
£7995 



SPECIALS BUILT TO ORDER 


HB Motorcycles 01924 452924. CRR/NS400R Hotline 07533057474 

HB Motorcycles, Unit 3E Mill Street, West Industrial Estate, 

Anchor Bridge Way, Dewsbury, West Yorkshire, WF1 2 9QS. 


www.classicracereplicas.com 



Classics 


See me at Stafford 
- Main Hall 78-80 

CLASSIC BIKE GEAR 


Clothing 
Helmets 
Metal Signs 


Mugs 

Prints 

T-shirts 


Visit our website for exclusive bike art by Kerryann Hartley 

07791 021675 / 01905 384266 
www.midlifeclassics.co.uk tim@midlifeclassics.co.uk 



Wheel Spindles, Fork Leg Top Nuts, Cylinder Head Nuts, Swing Arm Spindle, 
Steering Stem Crown Nuts, Engine Bolts, Spacers, etc. etc. 


PHIL DENTON ENGINEERING LIMITED 

Tel +44 ( 0 ) 1 492 641 345 PayPal T 

Email: info@phildentonengineering.com — ^ ^ ■ j | 

..... . . T [ Mas,erCard l m 

www.phildentonengineering.com “I 
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Project Suzuki GSX-R1 100L part five 


Our Suzuki apprentices in Doncaster are moving apace with the 1100L, this month 
it’s gearbox and clutch rebuild. Just what state are they in? 
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> ■ ast month we hooked back up with 
our young spannermen and women 
^^■from the Suzuki Apprentice Centre in 
Doncaster as they tried to restore a GSX- 
R1100L in time for this year’s Motorcycle 
Live event. 

The aim was simple: teach the youth of 
today restoration techniques to get their 
hands dirty and restore a 1990 bike which 
had seen better days. The bike was found 
by Tim Davies from Suzuki GB’s Vintage 
Parts Programme. 

The bike belonged to his brother 
Howard, being sold to his friend Stuart 
Baker, who rode it until 2003 when he left 
it in his garden. Sadly Stuart passed away 
in 2013 from Marfan Syndrome. The bike 
will now be rebuilt and auctioned off in 
aid of charity. 

With the chassis sorted and the engine 
rebuilt, it’s now time to look at the gearbox 
and clutch to see what 10 years in a 
garden does to the normally robust 1 100's 


DorTt even think about getting these in the wrong order. 


Cool kids! 



Simple solutions: For important clutch/gearbox parts - OE is the best way. 





Our Arri lays the parts out. 

> gearbox. The students involved in this 
stage were: Arri Williams, from Frasers of 
Gloucester, Craig Gatherer of ATV Services, 
William Hodges - Bridge Motorcycles, Tom 
Crooks of Crooks Suzuki and Chris Gray 
from Thunder Road Motorcycles. 

The students washed the countershaft 
and the driveshaft and began to strip 
them down, which they found quite 
straightforward apart from the circlip 
which retains second gear on the 
countershaft. The circlip sits into a recess 
in second gear and there is not enough 
clearance to remove the circlip without 
sliding second gear further onto the shaft. 

This is made possible by opening the 
circlip which locates sixth gear and sliding 
it towards the third and fourth drive gear, 
which then lets second gear slide along, 
allowing access to the circlip which has 
caused all the issues. It's amazing how 
some simple things can take so long... 

With all the gears removed a hydraulic 
press was used to remove the two main 
ball bearings as both the bearings felt 
a bit rough when being turned by hand. 
New bearings were installed using the 
press and the students were careful to use 
spacers which ensured the load was taken 
through the centre race of the bearings as 
they were pressed onto the shafts. 

All the components were checked for 
wear and damage, in particular the gear 
teeth and selector dogs on the sides 
of the gears. The gear selector cam, 
gearshift forks, pins and bearings were 
also measured and checked for damage or 
excessive wear. 

Third gear was showing the classic 
signs of wear, with small indentations in 

MegragtesiH; 


Cleans and lubricates where needed. 


Third gear did have some wear. 


These stop the gears moving. 


And assembles. 


New circlips and C-rings were used. 


Essential diagram shows what/where. 

www.classicmechanics.com / 95 










Simple solutions: 


Join the forums and owners' clubs websites. 


•- 


* ■ r m 





Ready to slot in. 




the faces of the gear teeth where the hard 
surface had worn through so the gears 
on both shafts were replaced and new 
circlips and seals were used throughout 
the rebuild. 

Transmission circlips, rather like 
gudgeon pin circlips, should always be 
replaced as a matter of course so that’s 
what the apprentices did here. If a circlip 
fails and allows a gear to move, then two 
gears could be selected at the same time 
and the transmission will lock-up, which 
could be catastrophic if the motorcycle 
was being ridden! 

The students started by identifying and 
arranging the gears into two sections. As a 
general rule the small gears will be on the 
countershaft (input shaft) and the larger 
gears will be on the driveshaft (small gear 
driving a large gear = a reduction in speed 
and a corresponding increase in torque). 
They reassembled the gear shafts ensuring 
the new circlips were fitted the correct way 
round with the rounded face against the 


Each part needs correct location. 


All mating surfaces clean. 
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With these parts to go in the right order, it pays to do it right first time. 


gear (which ensures the thrust is acting on 
the largest and strongest area of the circlip 
and shaft) and ensured that all the oil 
ways on the splined shafts were correctly 
aligned with gear bushing oil holes. 

All the gears and bearings were lubricated 
with engine oil throughout the rebuild and 
the students checked the gear shafts against 
a cross sectional picture in the manual to 
ensure the correct positioning of all the 
washers, spacers and gears. You really don’t 
want to get it wrong here! 

They then refitted the selector drum and 
installed the gearshift forks into the lower 
engine casing and with the upper casing 
inverted and supported on blocks they 
fitted the two gear shafts and checked that 
the C-rings, dowels and bearing dowel pins 
were correctly located in the casings and 
checked the oil seals were properly aligned 
and located. The students then ensured 
that neutral was selected and that both 
shafts turned freely ready for the lower 
casing to be lowered into position, while 


at the same time locating the gear shift 
selector forks on the relevant gears. 

Once the cases were together, the 
students temporarily refitted the gear 
selector lever and while turning both 
shafts checked that all five gears selected 
correctly. The clutch components were 
washed and inspected and the drive plates 
(made of steel) showed a small amount of 
distortion on a flat surface and the drive 
plates (friction material) were worn so 
both sets were replaced. Let’s face it, on a 
motor so old and with it in bits, it’s really 
the best way. 

The clutch outer drum and inner hub 
were in good condition with no appreciable 
indentations in the slots where the plates 
move and no excess movement or damage 
to the damper springs in the back of the 
outer drum. The gear selector mechanism 
and quadrants along with the diaphragm 
springs, pressure plate, bearings and push 
rods were all okay too, testament to the 
strength of the old girl’s clutch, despite 



Almost there with the box. 






T 






Another C-clip goes in. 



All vital parts were new. 


> being an ex-race machine with around 
120bhp going through it. 

The selector quadrant was refitted to the 
end of the selector drum and two plates 
fitted to secure all the components in place 
before the gearshift shaft was pushed 
through the engine cases, ensuring correct 
engagement with the selector drum. 

The oil pump drive gear was fitted to the 
back of the clutch outer drum and as the 
drum was installed and engaged with the 
primary drive gear on the crankshaft, the 
students checked that the oil pump drive 
gear was also correctly located with the oil 
pump before installing the centre spacer 
and bearing. 

The students fitted the inner hub 
and the centre nut was secured using 
a special tool to hold the hub and the 
clutch plates fitted in the correct order 
using plenty of oil to coat the surfaces 
as they were fitted. The steel plates, due 
to the way they are stamped out during 
manufacture, have a rounded side and a 
flat side (rather like the gearbox circlips) 
and it does not matter which way round 
they are fitted providing they all face the 
same way. 

With all the clutch plates in place the 
pressure plate was fitted and the two 
diaphragm springs placed in the centre 
of the clutch hub and secured with a 




New clutch plates go in. 


large nut assembly which compresses the 
springs and engages the clutch. The outer 
plate was fitted and secured with a circlip 
after locating the clutch push rod down 
the centre of the shaft and the clutch 
release bearing and thrust piece. 

Once the engine had been slotted back 
into the frame, the outer clutch casing 
was fitted and the sprocket covers which 
locates the hydraulic clutch actuator 
cylinder and push rod. The students fitted 
a new master cylinder and hose and after 
checking the routing bled the system and 
checked to confirm correct operation of 


the hydraulic clutch system. Overall it 
was a testament to the solidity of Suzuki's 
gearboxes that only wear on third gear was 
really an issue on a 25-year-old bike. Next 
month the kids get to sort out the braking 
system, cmm 

• Tim Davies’ friend Stuart Baker ; who 
owned this bike , sadly passed away in 2013 
from Marfan Syndrome and it is hoped the 
completed bike will be sold or raffled in aid 
of the Marfan Trust, so if you want to make 
a donation to the Marfan Foundation go to: 
www.marfantrust. org 




Looking like new! 


Attention to detail is always welcome. 


The clutch complete. 
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All in the head... 


PB's DR600 finally hits the operating table. 


Paul Berryman realised his bike was ailing... this month’s 
stripdown finally reveals the problems. 


The real problem: the cam timing was 
incorrectly set. I didn’t see it; someone 
much cleverer than me has to take the 
credit for that! In spite of regularly writing 
for a magazine with the word ‘mechanics’ 
in the title, I humbly confess to being 
decidedly average as a spanner man. 

Thus I had jumped at the offer of a 
bench at MTS Classics in Hanslope, 
where I could plunder their well-equipped 
workshop, brains and biscuit tin for the 
DR top-end refresh. Steve Mann and 
Andy Woolrich of MTS both helped on the 
Katana project and offer well-humoured 
and limitlessly experienced support. This 
single decision proved to be the most 
important development of the month, as 
otherwise I would have missed the clue 
that the DR was burdened with cam timing 
that was anything but cock-on. 

Checking the top end out revealed 
things weren’t as wrong as I'd expected 
with my compression culprits. The valves 


and seats held fluid in a wet test, the 
bore not only looked fine but measured 
up within tolerance, the same for the 
rings and gaps. True the piston looked a 
little tired, but again, everything measured 
up okay. I had been looking for something 
inside that we could blame for the 30% 
plus loss of compression (llOpsi tested 
against an expectation nearer 150), and 
I was disappointed - there wasn’t 
anything obvious. 

What was also unsettling was just how 
heavy the carbon deposits in the inlet tract 
were. I already knew we had a problem 
in that area, but with the DR head in my 
hands it was much worse than expected. 

I knew the valve clearances were perfectly 
set, the valve seats hadn’t leaked at all in 
the wet test and yet still the inlet tract was 
dirtier than the exhaust! Hmmm, this one 
was a real head scratcher. 

The second opinion came from Steve 
Mann of MTS who quickly surmised that 


M y classic thumper 
was ailing; it’s 
been about 30% 


down on power, 30% down on 
compression and thus 100% 
in need of a top end overhaul. So what’s 
the issue? 

Well, ask any comedian, and they’ll tell 
you the secret to good comedy is all about 
the... timing. I wouldn’t have expected to 
find the answer to the DR600's running 
problems in the first rule of how to tell 
a joke, but by golly - if I’d looked, I 
would have. The DR’s issues all pointed 
to tiredness in the bits that squeeze the 
mixture inside the cylinder. 

I was convinced giving the rings, bore 
and valve seats some love would cure its 
low compression, oddly coked up inlet 
tract and general lethargy all in one go: 
well, once the top was off, it was clear 
they weren't the reason this old thumper 
wasn’t pulling like a train. 
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With the head off, initially no dramas visible. 


is this the most coked up inlet tract you # ve ever seen? 


Wet leak test - valve seats are all spot on. 


Bore micrometer checks proves we # re within tolerance. 


the cam timing was very likely out. Bingo. 

I hadn’t even thought of this, and yet 
retracing all the issues we've had, that 
diagnosis stood sound. The real shame is 
that I hadn’t checked the timing when I’d 
disassembled the bike to prove it, but I’m 
99.5% confident that he's spot-on. 

The DR has a single overhead camshaft 
which operates both sets of rockers, so 
skipping one of its 42 teeth when timing 
it up would set both the inlet and the 
exhaust out by just over 8.5°. The coking 
up inside the inlet port suggests that the 
cam timing was set up advanced, and 
thus the inlet side was opening at the end 
of the exhaust stroke and collecting the 
dirtiest deposits from the combustion. Is 
it any wonder it didn’t want to go up hills 
very fast? 

So, how does this happen? Getting cam 
timing a tooth out is easy; lining up the 
timing marks on the camshaft and the 
flywheel is simple enough, but sticking 


Piston ring gaps also measure up within tolerance. 




Simple solutions: Don't presume. Keep an open mind and listen to experts. 



the camchain tensioner back into the 
barrel inevitably tightens the chain. This 
pulls the cam sprocket out of its correct 
alignment with the crankshaft, leaving big 
consequences. On an engine with double 
overhead camshafts poor timing can make 
the inlet and exhaust valves interfere with 
each other, causing massive damage. 

Thankfully our DR’s simple single-cam 
meant that was never a problem for us, 
as no valve overlap damage could be 
caused. True that really bad timing could 
still have hit the piston, but ours hadn’t. 
Plain lucky again! 

So what to do next? Well, the time 
served racer in me detests opening 
engines without making them faster. As 
it became clear a while back that this 
motor definitely needed the lid taking off, 

I started to plan cramming a few more 
ponies into it. A late night eBay session 
bore fruit with a second-hand barrel for 
just £15, and I’ll be reboring this to home 
a 1mm bigger piston (Suzuki’s maximum 
recommended oversize). 

After deciding on using standard Suzuki 
parts for reliability, I ordered a stock 1990 
DR650 piston for the 1mm oversize I was 
after, with the added benefit of it having 
a Teflon coated skirt creating lower heat 
and friction. Although neither the DR600 
or DR650 are models among those in their 
excellent vintage parts initiative (which 
offers special listings and deals on parts 
for specific models) they still benefit from 
Suzuki's across-the-board high support for 
classic models. A DR600 top end gasket 
set and a piston from the later DR650 
were available in just two days. Not bad 
for a 30-year-old bike that was sold in tiny 
numbers in the UK. 


Although fitting this DR650 piston into 
the 600 will only add 13cc (the extra 50cc 
of the DR650 was from an increase in 
stroke as well as bore) it should on paper 
add around lbhp as well as eradicate any 
tiredness from the old rings and bore. 

Along with the cam timing, this 
little pep-up means the bike’s previous 
asthmatic best of 27bhp on MSG Racing’s 
dyno should be blown away - Suzuki 
claimed 45bhp back in 1985 which should 


see about 40bhp on a reasonable reading 
dyno - if we can secure that after this 
refresh, I'd be a very happy chap indeed! 
Next time out I get the re-bore nailed and 
build the engine ready for a dyno test, cmm 

Thanks this month to: www.suzuki-gb. 
co.uk/mx/my-suzuki/vintage-parts , MTS 
Classics Hanslope - www.mts-motorcycles. 
co.uk, MSG Racing and Dyno - www. 
msgracing.co.uk 



How much instant gasket? 



This much (too much)! 
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Parts for Classi^^gfl^ 

Par^illlfiidBQBBBi 


ULILkLI ULfUUJ/wLrwc 


^pLrZA\Lru U 

MAIL ORDER 
OR COLLECT 


l>T 


Spares Direct Ltd 


j| 


ares Direct Ltd 861 Harrow Road, London NW10 5NH 



Buy her the perfect partner, an age related number. 

Suzuki Owners Club dating service. 

-<\ Non Members £50 Members £25 Membership from £25 
,*j-. Quote “CM 10" for a free gift with 

your certificate or joining pack. 

v www.suzukiownersclub.co.uk 


% 





KAWASAKI KZ900 A4 


Contact 01942 721744 


Green metallic, 1 997, the bike has been 
stripped, frame and swing arm powder 
coated black gloss (as original), new swing 
arm bushes, engine cleaned and repainted 
oil and filter changed, Harris exhaust 
system, wheels stripped polished and new 
stainless steel spokes fitted, carbs were 
stripped, ultra sonically cleaned, complete 
jet kits fitted, new throttle cables, new 
engine covers, new Speedo cable, there 
are a couple of marks on the chrome, mark 
on the seat caused by me? New Log book 
arrived with UK reg. 

£6,500 



cl«C01tt 

Manufactured in ihe UK 


+ 44 ( 0)1789459234 




k. 


Lr 



01227 454366 


(R obTnsons) 

Broadoak Road, Canterbury Kant CT2 7QG 

® robinsonsfoundry.co.uk 

parts@robinsonsfoundry.co.uk 


^ robinsonssuzuki 
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PRODUCTS 


Jets from £1.50 ea 
Tuning kits from £14 ea 

(pk of 10) 




Special Prices offered 
for dealers and shops 


Prices incl VAT. Visit our website for P&P costs 

www.kmtproducts.co.uk 

Email: info@kmtproducts.co.uk Telephone:0208 0900573 

Reg Add: 2nd Floor, 2 Woodberry Grove, London, N12 ODR Comp Reg No: 09500776/ VAT Reg No: GB21 1387924 



ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 






Unit 4 Victoria Street 
Industrial Estate, 
Leigh, Lancashire 
WN7 5SE, England 
E-mail: z@z-power.co.uk 
Tel +44 (0)1942 262864 
Fax +44 (0)1942 670816 


Bullet Polish Spray Bike Wax 

Bullets spray wax is 100% Carnauba Wax & to use. 


Use Bullet Spray Carnauba Wax on: 

• All types of Paintwork, Vintage & Modern 

• Chrome 

• Plastics 100% Silicone Free 

• Leather NO PTFE or Chemicals 

• Glass & Plexi-Glass 

• Stainless Steel 




white 

residues, smears or disappointments associated with other 




We have and polishes too. 

100% Money Back Guarantee on all our products 

Our testimonials will tell you how good it is. 


www.buil letpol is h co.uk 


Phone James on 01886 821330 


STAFFORD BIKE 

SHOW 

Q CTOBER 2Q15 

Come and see us in 
our usual stand on 
the Balcony outside 
the Cafe for Some 
super show deals on 
all our products 




CARBTUNE PRO CARB 
BALANCER 


RiDE's test scored the Carbtune highest, the 
most accurate multi-gauge device and the only 
tool "Recommended" 

Buy direct from the manufacturer by mail, phone, 
fax, email or secure website. Always in stock. 

Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up. 

-*■ Full instructions and guarantee 
-+ Nitrile hoses, dampers 

-+ 5mm and 6mm adapters to fit virtually any bike 
-> 4-column works on twins, triples and fours 


2 column - £45 • £2 P&P UK • AIRMAIL EUROPE £3 


4 column - £59 • AIRMAIL REST OF WORLD £5 


Quality storage 
TOOLPOUCH £7 if bought 
with Carbtune Pro 


Colortune. See and adjust 
the combustion flame colour. 
All Colortune sizes and 
models available. 


Mastercard, Visa, Switch, Delta or cheque/PO payable to: Morgan Carbtune Ltd 


at Unit 33C Townsend Enterprise Park, Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES UK 
Tel: 028 9023 9007 Fax: 028 9024 7294 

EMAIL: morgan@carbtune.com • www.carbtune.com 



FARROUT 

PAINTWORK 


Bespoke Paintwork Designers and Bodywork Repairs for 
Custom Bikes, Sports Bikes and Classics 
(including servicing Motorcycle Tyres etc.) 


DIAMOND JUBILEE LIMITED EDITION - 

only 60 to be painted by us, no. 1 presented to the Queen by Triumph 

BUILT BY REPUTATION 

Call us to discuss your requirements 01260 271 221 



www.farroutpaintwork.co.uk 

Broadhurst Lane, Congleton, 
Cheshire CW12 1LA 


ROY BARRETT (Artist) 


Motoring Artist, 
Covering Limited 
Editions and 
Originals, 
Motorcycle 
Paintings 

Company established 
for over 15 years 

T: 0 1 935 8295 1 2 E: roybarrett69@btinternet.com 
www.art-of-motoring.co.uk 




glHOOD 

MOTORCYCLE JEANS 


MC 

\ lmpa< 


Impact - Optional CE approved D3CX armour. 
Fjee Delivery - UK and worldwide. 

Service - Leg lengths altered to size for free. 
Abrasion - New softer, cooler K-tech lining. 
Proven - Made in the UK for over 17 years. 


/ FOR SALES & INFO 01953 861166 

-[ ONLiNEWww.hoodjeans.co.uk 

\ 

$9551 INNOVATIVE JEANS OF TRUE HERITAGE $9981! 


Motorcycle Brake Restoration Service 


Have your old Hydraulic Brake Cylinders re-sleeved in Stainless Steel 



• Brake Master Cylinders • Brake Calipers 
• Kits, Seals and Parts • Brake Shoes Relined 
• Parts available for: • Motorcycles, Cars, Commercial Vehicles 


PAST PARTS LTD 

Unit 4 Chase Road, Northern Way Ind Estate, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP32 6NT 

T: 01284 750729 F: 01284 756240 E: restore@pastparts.co.uk 
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IO WATER, SILICON, TEFLON orW) 


the 


Jet Aircraft Protection for your Bike 


All year round SERVICE SPRAY 
APPROVED for use on ELECTRICS 
Chemically NEUTRALISES the 
CORROSIVE EFFECTS of ROAD SALT 


KILLS existing Co 




UPTO 12 MO 


acf-50.co.uk 

Mercury House, Vulcan Way, New Addington, Croydon, Surrey CRO 9UG || 

+44 (0) 1689 842999 fax +44 (0) 1689 808966 
mail@acf-50.co.uk - OR www.acf-50.co.uk for stockists 


CLASSIC SUZUKI 
PARTS NL 


Thousands of NOS parts ! 

The largest Suzuki 2 and 4 
stroke stock on the internet ! 


K 


See us at 
Stafford 


Marcel Vlaandere 


www.classicsuzukiparts.nl 


MOTO GUZZI CAFE RACER 



Bored out to 950cc, the bike 
was stripped, frame and 
wheels powder coated - 
special paint job. Complete 
new harness, new switches, 
under-slung Lithium battery, 
new throttle, new throttle 
cables, special set of clocks, 
braided hoses, full Quill 
exhaust system, Hagon rear 
shocks, carbs stripped ultra 
sonic , vapour blasted, log 
book and previous MoT's. 
£6,500 


Contact 01942 721744 


stripe 

AGRICULTURE 



TRACK DAY 
FUEL TANKS 


Portable, Compact & Secure 



Available in both 
55 litre and 
110 litre tanks 

To order call: 

01205 480460 

Mobile: 

07825 914111 



BYJMMUpRD ERi 

■Sameiday pi^atcn!, 

Whjipm 8895 

IBi5^^res@f"wlersxoiyM 


(\ 


2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR 


All the Rider Needs 

EUROPE'S LARGEST (HMMIB PARTS STOCKIST 




Rhonda KAWASAKI ifljf $ SUZUKI TRIUMPH &YAMAHA 

apnla wnTtmi ^ piaggio t Cm*?** SfiiLntA WZTHi 


diamond insurance consultants 

you're in safe hands 

classic motorcycle and car insurance 

As we have been insuring classic vehicles since 1 986 we know how lo 
protect your treasured possessions. We insure anything from cars to motorbikes, 
military vehicles to vintage tractors and even steam engines? 

I * comprehensive cover, agreed value polities with breakdown options 
I * linited mileage - 1 .500 to 1 1 ( QM mites per annum ^ 

I * age of vehicle and dub discounts given 

l E info@diamondfnsurance.net www.diamondinsurartce,net 


call now for a free quote 01442 825481 
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To advertise in classifiedmechanics 
contact Sam 
Call: 01507 529583 
Email: sdearie@mortons.co.uk 


BIKE STANDS U BLAST CLEANING 




BumP^ 


N> 


.co uk 



Holding your tel: 01604 845050' 

motorcycle safely itgaEB ■ • ■ sales@bumpstop.co.uk 


BLAST CLEANING 



RESTORATION SERVICES 


Vapour Blasting. 

Ultrasonic Cleaning. 
Aluminium/Stainless Steel Tig Welding 


■— 


:■ 


i 

j: 

VAPOUR BLASTING % 

ULTRASONIC CLEANING fi 

VAPOUR BLASTING 

Z High Quality • Quick turnaround service 

! Email: fandjhalliwell@btconnect.com f 
1 www.fjmotorcycles.co.uk ¥ 
: Tel/Fax: 01 695 722004 ? 

Mob: 07778 339841 ?! 

: Unit 2, 3 Wigan Road, V 

■ Skelmersdale, Lancs WN8 8NB 




MERSEYSIDE 

Top quality powder coatings. 

Quick turnaround, Grit & bead blasting, 

2 pack finishing. Alloy & stainless welding 
& polishing. Vintage & Classic specialists 

ELITE ENGINEERING & 
POWDER COATINGS 

UNIT 6, THE BOX WORKS, HEYSHAM ROAD, 
AINTREE, LIVERPOOL, MERSEYSIDE L30 6UR 
TEL: 0151 5242838 • eepc@hotmail.co.uk 


GOLDBURN FINISHERS LIMITED 

Units 1 & 2, Broxhead Industrial Estate, Lindford, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 OJX 

Tel. 01420 477696 and 01420 475552 Fax. 01420 478151 

South of England. Established in 1981 over 33 years of experience 

SPECIALIST IN MOTORCYCLE PARTS VINTAGE AND CLASSIC 



Friendly Service Guaranteed Delivery service if required 

CONTACT: MATTHEW GOLDBURN OR KATE WAY 
www.goldburnfinishers.co.uk 


mAsrir crjRAimns 

Established since 1964 


VAPOUR BLASTING - Bead, Grit and Shot Blasting are 
our specialities. 

Professionals at what we do with a wealth of experience in 
aggressive and non-aggressive surface finishing. 

If it’s a Motorcycle we can do it - regardless of model 


FAST TURNAROUND - HIGH QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

Telephone 0118 975 0289 

306 Old Whitley Wood Lane, Shinfield, Reading RG2 8QP 


Junction 11-M4 


Specialists in Motorcycles 




Mr 



Bringing Parts and Components back to an "as new condition" 


info@aquablast. uk. com 

Mob. 07885 881008 
07841 470868 

workshop 01638 781882 


BREAKING 


Breaking / Point 


The North's Biggest Bike Breakers \jfKy 1 0 Cabels Lane, Torry 

Motorcycle Sales & Salvage Aberdeen AB1 1 9AD 

OVER 250 TONS OF 2ND HAND STOCK “80’S BIKES & SUPERBIKES OUR SPECIALITY” 

ALL MAKES/MODELS COVERED FROM 70’S ONWARD 
MIOPEDS —►MISSILES, CUSTOMS -►COMMUTERS 

Harleys regularly imported from Florida. See website. 

1 bikes for sale at any time. Damaged repairables, Brit classics, Commuters & 

BML Q3® PBQStLQBD OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 10.30AM-6PM 

PHONE 01224 899228 www.breakingpoint.co.uk 




<@}i 

Motorcycles & Breakers 

New and Used bikes serviced & repaired 
Breaking all early Japanese bikes 


BREAKING MOST JAPANESE MODELS 
1000'S OF NEW SYM SPARES IN STOCK 
BRAND NEW CPI'S BREAKING FOR 
SPARES ALL MODELS 


• Yamaha Big Bear 350 Quad For Sale £1895 and more 

Call to see what’s BREAKING NOW 

01723 501140/01723 373851 

www.pghmotorcyclebreakers.co.uk 

World wide mail order service available 


5 - 7 HOXTON ROAD, SCARBOROUGH 

Hpeugeot 


mp 


AJP 


1P > 


CARBURETTORS 


KEY CUTTING 


luioi 

CLASSIC SPARES 


KEY CUTTING SERVICE 


65 High St, Caterham-On-The-Hill, Surrey CR3 5UF 

Tel: 01883 330049 • Fax: 01883 330655 

MOBILE 07940 798569 


E-mail: motomax@btconnect.com 
EmU Website: motomax-uk.com E3 


-CARBURETTORS- 



Motorcycle 
Carburetor Specialists 



DEUSRTe 





TESTED overhaul and 
restoration services 


www.irs.uk.com 01 792 
E-mail; irs@irs.uk.com 233052 


s&o 


MOTORCYCLES 

Tel: 01277 374988 


Unit C, Freeze Hall Farm, 
Coxtie Green Road, 
Brentwood, Essex CM14 5RE 


Ultra Sonic Carburettor Cleaning Specialists 


* Classic Jap Bike Specialist • Bike servicing & repair • Tyres, battery & service items 

* Restoration & custom work • Clothing & accessories • Over 40 years experience 


www.sanddmotorcyclesltd.co.uk 
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CARBURETTORS U CLOTHING 



SERVICES INCLUDE: 
Ultrasonic Cleaining, 
Vapour & Soda Blasting. 
All Alloy Components 1 
can be cleaned using 
our machinery. 

For Example, Crank Cases, 
Cylinder heads etc. 


ULTRASONIC CARBURETTOR & COMPONENT CLEANING 


Using Ultrasonic 
and Vapour 
Cleaning 


We specialise in the cleaning of all internal & inaccessible passageways of 
most mechanical alloy components, we specialise in the motor industry. 


See us at Netley on the 4th Sep and Stafford at Stand No. Main Hall 121 and 122 


CALL CHRIS CLAYDEN ON 05602 051339 
OR VISIT WWW.CARBCLEANING.COM 



MOTORCYCLE CARBURETTOR 
REPAIR SPECIALIST 


See us at Stafford M263-M264 


NEW 

ENGINE OIL 
SEAL KITS 


aprilia 

BMW 

bimotci 

CAGIVA 

DUCAT! 

HONDA 


DIAPHRAGMS 

KElSTEIK 


CARB PARTS and KITS 
FUEL TAP KITS 
INLET RUBBERS 
ENGINE OIL SEAL KITS 
Mikuni •Teikei • Keihin 


Kawasaki 

MuZ#iZif 

SUZUKI 

TRIUMPH 

YAMAHA 


Call 10.30am-6pm 

0161 832 8646 

NEW WEB SHOP - VISIT I 



NEW ADDRESS 
NRP Carbs, 7 Park Street, 
Off Cheetham Hill Road, 
Manchester M3-1EU 


CHROMING 


Chrome Restoration Services 

Specialising in chrome plating and polishing to show 
standard on custom, classic and vintage motorcycles. 
Chrome plating on steel, brass, copper and cast alloy parts. 

All work polished and plated to the highest standard. 

All work fully guaranteed 

A11 work F.A.O. Bob Cooper 

WE WILL BEAT THE OCTOBER STAFFORD BIKE SHOW TO 
TAKE IN WORK ON SAT 17th & SUN. 18th OCTOBER 2015 

56 Burton Manor Road, Stafford ST17 9QQ 
Telephone: 01785 212878 or 02476 364004 


Quality Chrome Ltd 

SPECIALISING IN NICKEL, COPPER, CHROME, 
GOLD PLATING, FULL METAL POLISHING 
SERVICE, MOTORCYCLE EXHAUST SILENCERS, 
ELECTRO PLATING OF STEEL, COPPER, BRASS 
AND MOST ALLOYS. 


There are many Chrome Platers - but few can 
actually deliver the goods. We Can! FACT 
We can have your parts collected from your door 
on next day delivery anywhere in the UK. Phone 
today for friendly advice. Don’t throw money at 
your motorcycle without thinking about it. 
Consult the expert in this field. 

ALL WORK IS CARRIED OUT BY OURSELVES 
IN OUR FULLY EQUIPPED PLATING PLANT 
UNITS 1 & 2, MALTON STREET, WITHAM, HULL, 
EAST YORKSHIRE HU9 1BA 

TEL: 01482 589838 r-|— 

Email: sales@qualitychrome.co.uk “Jli 
® Website: www.nualitvehrome.co.uk 'visa 


classic* motorcycle 

mechanics 
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www.classic-motorcycles.co.uk Tel: 01624 si 4231 


COMPRESSORS U ELECTRICAL 



mWestcountry 
igj Windings 


THE IGNITION 
REPAIR SPECIALIST 


NEW VAPOUR BLASTING 
SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE 


Ignition stator repairs for vintage and 
modern road bikes. 

Rewound to heavier duty. 
Regulators supplied. 

Fast, friendly service. 

www.westcountrywindings.co.uk 

Unit 6 & 7, Kingstons Farm, 

Matching Green, Harlow, Essex CM17 ORB 

TEL: 01279 731172 


ELECTRICAL 


rROM FARAWAY TO MOCEBfi 0 AM 







REWINDS & REPAIRS 

MAGNETOS DYNAMOS ARMATURES 

ji* 3 year warranties on fully reconditioned units 
Typical turnaround 7-14 days 
In house winding facilities 

Armoto Motor Units Ltd Tel: 01 246 4521 1 1 

Unit 6 Station Lane Ind Est, Old Whittington, Chesterfield S41 9QX ^ 

armoto.co.uk email: sales@armoto.co.uk 


if 


ENAMELLING/POWDER COATING 



MbiorcytCc Coating 

Unlike our competition, we do 
not paint garden chairs or office 
furniture. So you can be sure we 
will not just rush your valuable 
parts through with some 
industrial job lot. 

UK collection & delivery service. 


QUALITY IS NOT EXPENSIVE IT IS PRICELESS 


Unit 3, Bradware Industrial Park, 
Harris Street, Bingley, BD16 1 AE 


01274 562474 3 “ 


Visit our website 

www.Triple-S.co.uk 


West Sussex 

Powder Coat - Stove Enamel 
2 Pack Colours & Metallics 
Fine Grade Grit Blasting 
Iron Phosphate Pre-Treatment 
Anti Corrosive Zinc Primer - Vintage to Modern 
Frames-Tanks-Wheels etc 
Vulcan Stove Enamelling Ltd 

Est 1973 

01903 770287 
www.vulcanse.com 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FRAME and SWINGARM 

any size shot blasted and polyester 
powder coated, followed by hot coat. 


HIGH GLOSS BLACK from £80 +VAT 


(other colours available) 

MICROBLAST POWDER COATING 
Old Yard Workshop 
Arthur Road, Windsor SL4 I SE 

1 5 mins from Junction I 5 M25 & 5 mins from Junction 6 M4 


TEL: 0 1753 620 145 
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ENGINEERING 


PISTON ^ BROKE 

ENGINEERING 

Motorcycle Engineers 

www.pistonbroke. uk. com 
steve @pistonbroke . uk. com 
Rebores/Resleeving, Crank 
Rebuilds, Head Skimming, Seat 
Cutting, Helicoiling, Crank-Cam 
Bearing Mods. 

We supply pistons, rings, 
bearings, tools, oils etc. 

Tel: 0117 941 2300 



METAL POLISHING 


BRITHWORX • Metal polishing 

• Engine fin reclamation 
v ' • Powder coating 

Newhall, Derbyshire DE11 ONF • Engine painting 

Tel Harry on 01283 218293/07861 771 -" 1* .Aluminium welding 

WWW.briteWOrX.CO.uk --- • Parts refurbished 


PAINT WORK 


4L0uK r '■ — 

Tel: 01524 33700 ^4"- f s ’^^2 products 

www.bikecolours.com 


:'0^ A 

zmmsw } 

LEARN TO PAINT 

• CUSTOM PAINTING 

• CONVENTIONAL 

PAINTING 
•1,3, 5 & 11 DAY 
COURSES 

• MIG WELDING & 
SMART REPAIR 

COURSES AVAILABLE 

www.paintmyride-uk.co.uk 


PARTS AND SPARES 


NEW WEBSITE ... 

suzukiperformancespares.co.uk 

suzukiusedspares.com 

07900 362809 

MAKE THIS YOUR FIRST CALL! 
Racks Ft racks of good used spares 
for 4 stroke models 400cc plus. 
GS550/650/750/850/1 000/1 1 0, 
GSXR750/1 1 00 GSX600/750/1 1 00, 
Katana 550/650/1100 RF600/900 
Bandit 400/600/1200 
DYNA IGNITIONS ft COILS, PERFORMANCE 
ENGINE COMPONENTS IN STOCK ^ 
Callers by appointment or fast mail order 


PARTS AND SPARES 



Genuine Suzuki parts at discount prices. 
We have a huge range of classic & 
modern Suzuki parts available for 
. immediate despatch from stock. 

^ Genuine Suzuki Parts ^ 


www.discountbikespares.co.uk 


PARTS AND SPARES 



402-817-4795 www.hvccycle.net 


2-Stroke Restoration Parts & Service 

RD250 RD350 R5 CRANK SHAFTS 


• Specialising in Yamaha RD Air-cooled, RD350 YPVS Parts 

• Performance Cylinder Heads, Performance Exhaust 

• Electronic Ignitions 

• Kawasaki Triple Shift Forks 

• World Wide Shipping Daily 


TRIPLES WORKSHOP 

We have lived and breathed these things since the Seventies 

S2»s Spoken Here 


A selection of Triples often in stock 
250 SI, 350 S2, 400 S3, 500 HI, 750 
H2. All years. 

• Bikes restored to order at fixed 
price. 

• Engine rebuilds. 

• Paintwork done right. 

• Clocks rebuilt. 

Sorry, We don t sell parts. I! ” 


Call Neil on 07785 115559 
or e-mail: triplesworkshop@btinternet.com 

We are open Mon-Sat 9.00am to 6.30pm 
Callers by appointment please.” 




Brought to you by the folks at ReproductionDecals 




vm 


JV0nMCKCif 



• Body Panels • Brake Parts 

• Piston Kits • Bearings/Seals 

• Exhausts • Handlebars/Grips 

• Seat Covers • Ignition Parts 

• Graphics • Electrical Parts 
• Gaskets 
& Much More 


ab/ocycle. com 


Email: 

ales@reproductiondecals. com 


WORLDWIDE 

SHIPPING 


[imm 


001 - 519 - 668-7152 


Genuine , Replica and Performance Parts 


SHOPPING CART FOR 


Large selection of parts 
for Kawasaki Triples, 
Z 1 and others. 



www.crooks-suzuki.co.uk 

Tel: 01229 822120 

email: parts@crooks-suzuki.com 


36-44 Crellin Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 1DY 


PETROL TANKS 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 



NJB SHOCKS 

Tel: Ol 206 768392 
07788 715163 

m www.njbshocks.co.uk 

norman@njbshocks.co.uk 



Traditional Craftmanship in Sheet Metal 

We repair or re-manufacture anything in 
sheet metal or tube. 

• Chainguards • Toolboxes • Rear Carriers • Car Body 
Panels • Chassis • Bumpers 
l/l/e also manufacture a range of spares for 
James ML & RE Flying Fleas. 

Metal Magic, The Mews, Brickhouse Hill, Eversley, 
Hants RG27 OPY 
Email: metaltel@yahoo.co.uk 
Tel 01189 731 631 
www.heritagemotorworks.co.uk 


SHOTBLASTING 

Powder Coatins & 
Shot Blasting 

- All Metal Work - 

01773 530200/07971 655659 

Morton Industrial & Custom Coatings 

Unit 6 Brook Court, Amber Drive, 
Langley Mill, Nottingham NG16 4BE 
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RADIATOR 

i 

RESTORATION 




West Mercia Radiators 


ijMtaHVlflsfcifcfcai 


■* .V 


• West Mercia Radiators are proud to be one of the UK’s fastest 
growing experts in the repair and re-coreing of practically all 
and any type of motorbike radiators 

• We can have it fixed and back to you as good as new within 
7-10 days 

• Our prices are shockingly competitive, and are far cheaper 
than buying a new one from a dealer, or even second hand. 

West Mercia Radiators 

83 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury, West Midlands WS10 7PA 

www.westmerciaradiators.co.uk 


www.classicmagazines.co.uk 


RESTORATION 


1960’s/70’s Honda 
Restoration Service 

Tel. 07802 379117 
www.stamford-classic-bikes.com 


MSM 

MOLLSPRINGS MOTORCYCLES 

SERVICING, REPAIRS, TYRES, 

MOT PREP, RECOVERY. 30+ years experience 

iSE & EUROPEAN MOTORCYCLES PAST AND PRESENT 
s Centre, Newmill Road, TEL/FAX 01484 660295 MOBILE 07843 709097 

BRITISH, JAPANI 

Unit 19, Honley Busines 
Honley, Holmfirth HD9 
Email andy@molls 

by 15 For full details see IM E 

prings.co.uk www.mollsprings.co.uk 

BMW 

SPECIALISTS 


MOTORCYCLE SEAT RENOVATION SERVICE 

SUPPLIERS OF NEW SEATS FOR MOST BRITISH CLASSIC BIKES 
LOOSE COVERS & FOAMS SUPPLIED 

Please phone for details and price list 

R.K. LEIGHTON 

Unit 2, Partridge Court, Price Street, Birmingham B4 6JZ 
Tel: 0121 359 0514 Fax: 0121 333 3130 
Email: info@rk-leighton.co.uk www.rk-leighton.co.uk 



RICHMOND CLASSIC 

MOTORCYCLE RESTORATIONS LTD 


MoT and Service Repairs 

Full Restoration services to all levels, starting with sympathetic 
re-commissioning to maintain the original patina built up over 
the years, through to concours show standard 


Unit 5, Racecourse Court, Gallowfields Ind. Est., 
Richmond, North Yorkshire DL1 0 4SP. 

T/F: 01 748 821120 Mob: 07770 287505 E: info@rc-mr.com 


Alpha Classic Motorcycles 

Specialists in 7 0's, 80's & 90's Japanese and BMW Classics 

WE LIVE THEM , BREATHE THEM , RIDE THEM , 

LOVE THEM JU, 


Sonic carb cleaning -si 

Carbs rebuilt to your specif icatijt 
MoTs on all makes and models 
Restorations 
Repairs & Servicing , 
all makes and models 





Unit 6, Oaktree Park, Bristol Road, Edithmead, Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4HA 
Tel: 01278 238090 / 07516 188848 

www.alphaclassicmotorcycles.com e: alphaclassics@yahoo.co.uk 


The original low temperature aluminium fusion welding 
LUmiwlfCLU process f 0 r repairing Aluminium, Zinc, Die Cast, Mazak etc. 

Tool Box Kit- 5 rod £13.00 p&p £4.00 

Tool Box Kit - 10 rod £18.00 p&p £4.00 

Tool Box Kit - 20 rod £28.50 p&p £4.00 

Tool Box Kit - 30 rod £37.50 p&p £4.00 

All kits include Lumiweld Rods each Rod 9’ or 225mm long, Stainless Steel 
Abraider, Stainless Brush plus detailed instructions 
TAM Trouble with leakage in your steel motorcycle tank then use TANK 

I nil IV uUnL cure, the epoxy based tank sealant (safe against Ethanol to 10%) 
Standard Kit £42.00 Large Kit £48.00 p&p £6.00 

All kits come complete with tank cleaner (degreaser), rust converter and 
epoxy resin for the complete internal restoration of your tank. 

Also available to remove old epoxy resin. 500ml £19.95 + P&P £5.00 
ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE SEPARATELY. TELEPHONE FOR DETAILS OR VISIT WEBSITE. 

L B Restoration Services 

Panderosa Farmhouse, St Lawrence Road, Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 2QU [SHt] w 
Telephone/Fax: 01208 269746 wwwlb-restoration.co.uk hikrt ■ V1SA . 


SEATS 



REPLACEMENT SEAT COVERS & SEAT TRIMS 

SPECIALISTS IN AUTHENTIC JAPANESE SEAT RESTORATIONS 
FULL SEAT AND SEAT BASE RESTORATION SPECIALISTS 
WE ALSO SUPPLY EXACT SEAT REPLICA FOAMS 
The home of motorcycle spike strip for the restoration of old seat bases 
01 543 2741 76 / 07767 88081 2 www.pandkclassicbikes.co.uk 



SPEEDOMETERS 


Japanese, German & Italian 
Speedometers & Rev Counters 
Repaired & restored to as new condition 

PETER BOND 

31 Avington Grove, London SE20 8RY 
Tel 020 8289 9031 
guagemanl @gmail.com 
www.guagerepairs.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN THE 
NOVEMBER ISSUE GIVE 

SAM 01507 529583 

or 

LEE 01507 529453 

a call 

Booking deadline is 
Monday 5th October 


TOOLS 


Professional .To<5L_ 
for' Bikes 




BIKER'S 


^ v ' ~ " ' ‘ get the right tools for the job 

RUN BY BIKERS FOR BIKERS 

ufuruf.hikdirctAolhoY.rn.iih 


www.classicmechanics.com / 107 




















guide 


TRANSPORT 


MOTORCYCLE COLLECTION 
& DELIVERY SERVICE 


Nationwide 

Over 20 years experience 
Fully insured 
Competitive rates 
Secure storage available 


Satellite navigation systems 
fitting thus ensuring a 
speedy delivery which can 
be tracked at any time. 

All vans are fully equipped 
to hold your item securely. 


Call for details 


can ACCELERATION 

07774 964386 or 01244 532443 

www.accelerationcads.co.uk 


TRAILERS 


ig 

BIKE RACKS 


DELIVERY SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


DAVE COOPER TRAILERS 

Single Bike: £279.00 
Double Bike: £329.00 
Treble Bike: £379.00 

Choice of 4 colours 


FREE LIGHTBOARD & LOADING RAMP 


01732 820082 (Days) (07860) 702112 



VAPOUR BLASTING 



MOTORCYCLE CARBURETTOR 
REPAIR SPECIALIST 


NRP Carbs, 7 Park Street, Off Cheetham Hill Road, 
Manchester M3-1 EU m h LJAa» 

0161 832 8646 !IWlliW|rlin«iWilI/llfp 


Carburretor 

Repair 

Specialist 



Specialist in parts for 

Honda 

Q 

“D 

, '<sp3Kl^' classic Honda motorcycles 

Parts 

CO 

www.davidsilverspares.co.uk 01728 

sales@davidsilverspares.co.uk 833020 

Specialist 

a 


Tel: 07956 386377 

www.plasweld.co.uk 


’ Repairs 
^Alterations 
• Material 
Q Training 


Plastic 

Welding 

Specialist 


<3 

m 

0) 

CD 



We are proud to be one of the UK’s fastest growing experts in the repair 
and re-coreing of practically all and any type of motorbike radiators 

www.westmerciaradiators.co.uk 


Radiator 

Specialist 


II classic m motorcycle 

( mechanics 

ALL THAT'S BEST IN MODERN CLASSIC MOTORCYCLING 



Tel 07786 165335 | Emailtonydtl@msn.com 
www.ajsvapourclean.com 
Unit B6, Chamber Laine Business Park, 
Hull, East Yorkshire HU8 8HL 

Non Aggressive Cleaning for Aluminium and Steel Parts for: Motorcycle, Car and 
Scooter Parts with a fast turnaround and top quality work. 

We also offer Frame Welding Repairs in M/ steel. Aluminium and S/ steel 
Plus one off Fabrications and Ultrasonic Carb cleaning. 

• Vapour Blasting • Powder Coating • Engine Rebuilds • Servicing & Repairs 
• MoT Work • Zincing • Full part restorations • Full carburettor refurb 


WEB DIRECTORY 



www. com 

fa/so V-Max Specialists) 

Tuning Parts, Accessories and Exhausts 


MARVING 


WHEEL BUILDING 


SPECIALIST COMPETITION WHEELBUILDING 


Rims Spokes Rebuilds Machining Welding 

Tel: 07887 533 118 


FESSEX WHEEL S r f5) 

* James@essexwheelsandeng.com 

inrinruu.esseKwheelsandeng.com Jam es Rogers hnd 



TO ADVERTISE 
LEE 01507 529453 
SAM 01507 529583 


November issue 
advertising 
deadline is 
Monday 5th October 



/VINTAGE 


MOTORCYCLES 


::a 


Any motorcycle 
Any Condition 
Or your Complete Collection 
FROM BARN FINDS TO CONCOURS 

r *. . * 

. PAYMENT IN CASH OR TRANSFER 
INSTANT DECISION 
INSTANT COLLECTION 
DISCRETION ASSURED 

TEL: MOBILE 07973 1 1 12 13 ’ 

OR 020 8997 2421AND ASK FOR FRANK 
EMAIL: 


i 


108 / classic motorcycle mechanics 























dealerdirectory 



G&C Motorcycles Est. 1996 

BIKES WANTED FOR CASH delivery service available phone for quote 


BMW R1 1 00 RS 1 995, 31,187 miles, white £1 795 

BMW R1 1 00S 1 995, M reg, 31,187 miles £1 795 

HONDA SKY 50 MOPED 2002, (52) black, MOT £495 

HONDA FMX650, 2007, SuperMoto, 22k miles, white £1995 

HONDA CBF125, 2010, red, 14k miles £1495 

HONDA CB600 F2Y HORNET, Blue, Y Reg, 48k miles, Gen.... £1495 

HONDA CBF500, Black, 80k miles, Original Paintwork £1295 

HONDA CBR1100XX SUPER BLACKBIRD, 2001, Orange, 21k miles 

£2495 

HONDA CBR900 RR STREETFIGHTER, 1996, Sports Tourer, 23k 

miles, Black £2495 

HONDA CBR1000 RR4 2004 37000 miles, 12 months MOT.. £3795 

HONDA CBR600FV 1997 24,000 miles, 12 months MOT £1295 

HONDA CBR900 RRT FIREBLADE, 1996, 37,342 miles, 12 months 

MOT £1795 

HONDA CBX750FE, 1985,47k miles, Red £1295 

HYOSUNG GT650 COMET, 06 plate, VGC £1495 

KAWASAKI ER6F, 2008, 14,000 miles, Green £2295 


KAWASAKI ER6F A8F, 2008, Green, 33k miles, Genuine £2295 

MALAGUTI RCX GRIZZLY 10, 50cc Ideal Starter £495 

PEUGEOT ELYSTAR 150EFI, 2008, Scooter, 3521 miles, Silver. £895 

SUZUKI DR250 ENDURO, 95 plate £1295 

SUZUKI GSF600Y BANDIT, 2001, Black, 20k miles £1495 

SUZUKI GSF1250 SA K8, 2007, 12,454 miles £2995 

SUZUKI GSF600SY BANDIT 2000, 30,000 miles, red £1495 

SUZUKI GSX 750 FY 2000, 34,000 miles, 12 months MOT £1495 

SUZUKI VX800 1991, 32,000 miles, blue. £1295 

YAMAHA BWS100, S Reg, 14,000 km £250 

YAMAHA FJ1200 1988, 64,000 miles, black, 12 months MOT..£995 

YAMAHA FZS600 FAZER, T reg, Gold, 12 months MOT £1295 

YAMAHA XJ600S DIVERSION, 1 997, 34,000 miles, blue £1295 

YAMAHA YZF600R THUNDERCAT, 1997, 38,000 miles, black 

£1295 

YAMAHA YZR R1 2008, 18,000 miles, white £4495 

PEUGEOT 407S COUPE 2.2 CAR 06 reg, black £2295 


Tel. 01772 697227/07734 313157 www.gcmotorcycles.co.uk 

Viewings by appointment only - 5 mins J29 M6/M65 Preston 


JTL MOTORCYCLES 


British, Japanese & European Spares 
Rebuilds & Restoration Work 
Paint & Powder Coating 

1 Craven Road, Broadheath, Altrincham 
Cheshire WA14 5JE 


Tel. 07957 745889 
Email, timlloyd1556@aol.com 


Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 5.30 


AUTO ELECTRIC SUPPLIES LTD 

Fast Mail Order Service 
a 1 1 J J Order Online or by Phone 

01584 819552 



www.autoelectricsupplies.co.uk 

FREE 100 page catalogue available 



JL Design Expansion Chambers for Classic 
and Modern Yamaha Two-Stroke models 

RD250/350LC 4L0 
& YPVS all models, 

RACE STYLE 
Mild or Stainless steel 
from £549 
inc silencers 

RD250/350/400 
AIR COOLED, 

RETRO 

Polished Stainless 
£469 

RD250/350/400 AIR COOLED, RACE STYLE 
Mild or Stainless steel from £499 inc silencers 

RD250/350 LC, 350 YPVS STREET RETRO 
Polished Stainless steel £469 
TZR250 all models, TDR250, RACE 
Mild or Stainless steel from £549 inc silencers. 

RD/RZV500 Mild or Stainless steel from £899 inc silencers. 




GP STYLE EXIT AVAILABLE ON ALL OF LC MODELS. 
KAWASAKI & SUZUKI TRIPLES AVAILABLE FROM STOCK. 


Prices include vat and silencers. Exclude shipping. Next Delivery available 
on most models. 


www. f o n d seca . co m 

01435 863036 Email: info@fondseca.com 
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WHEELS 

Can be easily 
distorted and 
put out of line so 
check carefully. 


CARBS/INLET 

RUBBERS 

Damn hard to access, 
don't buy one with 
acknowledged issues 
in this area. 


CHARGING 

SYSTEM 

Well known for diva 
antics, reg/rec unit 
upgrades very 
popular. 


SPARK PLUGS 

Amazingly plugs can 
readily foul. Check forums 
for latest thinking on 
cures and best plug types. 


RADIATORS 


TAP 

DIAPHRAGMS 

A smell of fuel is often 
down to a leaking tap 
diaphragm. 


These can corrode and 
will cost serious money 
to replace. Quality 
coolant, not tap water, 
will maximise radiator life. 


If you’re looking for a reliable pocket rocket, you could do 
worse than look at Honda’s jewel-like VFR400 NC30. 
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VALVE 

CLEARANCES 

Hard worked motor 
benefits from regular 
valve clearance checks. 


that the idea would be reprised. On the assumption 
that the 750 was fit for purpose it was only a matter 
of time before a tiddler was spawned. 

The result is an acute reminder of what Japanese 
manufacturing in general and the bike industry in 
particular were famous for. The ensuing and almost 
inevitable VFR400 was, and remains, a master class 
in miniaturisation. In a package weighing around the 
same as an RD400 but with 50% more power the 
VFR400 could hardly fail to be popular. It was in its 
home country that the smallest VFR really grabbed 
the hearts and minds of riders. 

Japan's officious and expensive licence laws have 
long prejudiced ownership of bigger machinery for 
many riders. This has always jaundiced the bigger 
bike sales in favour of the sub-400cc sector and O 


EXHAUSTS 

Access to rear 
pipes tricky and link 
pipe underneath 
can rot out. 


O nce on a chosen or selected path Honda 
generally follows it through to its logical 
conclusion. It doesn’t matter whether 
it’s biting the bullet and building fearsome 
four-cylinder stink wheels or pioneering uber- 
sophisticated auto transmission systems, the 
Big Aitch always comes through. 

The V4 concept is a perfect case in point. Even 
though the original VF750 models were potential 
poison Honda knew the basic tenet of the engine 
layout was correct. Rather than scrap a fundamental 
blueprint Honda totally redesigned the engine at 
vast expense to deliver the seminal VFR750 which 
remains a landmark in motorcycles to this day. 

The slated and hated VF series had featured 
machines of varying capacity so it was only natural 


CHARGING 

SYSTEM 

Well known for 
diva antics, reg/rec 
unit upgrades very 
popular. 
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What to buy and how much to pay 


GsmasMk 



aoo 


ENGINE TYPE 


We're looking at the third 
generation of the smallest 
VFR400 in the guise of the 
NC30, not the previous NC21 
or NC24. All the information 
here relates to the NC30 
although some facts may be 
applicable to earlier models. 

Conventional wisdom says 
avoid tuned examples but 
some people seem to get 
away with it. 

If in doubt ask for proof of 
what's been done and ask 
the guy who did the work to 
verify this. 

Race or track day examples 
will have led a hard life, 
mostly at higher five figure 
revs. Ill-fitting pattern panels, 
lock wiring evidence or 
drilled fixings are all true 


giveaways. Tap water in the 
cooling system as demanded 
by scrutineers will have long 
term corrosion issues for 
the radiator. 

The VFR400 was only 
officially imported into the 
UK for three years and at 
nearly £6000 not surprisingly 
failed to sell in large 
numbers. Many examples 
on offer now will be grey 
imports and this really 
shouldn't be an issue. 

Some will have been 
modified with speedo 
upgrades but if not it's no big 
shakes. We hear some folk 
are asking more for genuine 
UK models but in reality 
is it a big deal? Price wise 
you are typically looking at 


anywhere from £1000 for a 
tidy high mileage example 
with a long mot right up to 
around £5000 for a 6000 mile 
pristine example. Folk are 
asking more, £7500-£l0,000, 
but whether they are worth 
that much or even selling for 
such heady figures is open to 
serious debate. 

The good news is there 
are loads out there for sale. 
Our suggestion would be 
to budget for three grand 
max and wait for a bargain 
low mileage example that's 
been regularly run and 
well looked after. The only 
downside might be the 
ridiculous Cheshire cat smile 
that lingers long after you've 
removed your lid! 


liquid cooled, V4 four-stroke 
399cc, four valves/cylinder 

unummEnnm 

55 x 42mm 
59hp @ 12,800rpm 


28.8lb-ft @ 10,000rpm 


TRANSMISSION TYPE 


5-speed, chain final drive 
11.3:1 


4 x Keihin 34mm 


100/90 R16(F), 140/60 
R18 (R) 


FUEL CAPACITY 


4 gallons (18 litres) 


DRY WEIGHT 


165kg (341b) 

msEsnm 

1345mm (53in) 


705mm (28in) 


> the mini VFR in all its guises found a ready legion 
of buyers. The bike quickly became something of a 
mini cult in its own right and it’s easy to see why. 
Effectively a smaller version of the VFR750R 
RC30, the machine appeals to a wide cross 
section of riders. 

Those of shorter stature find the bike easy to 
access, it makes a very credible first bike post- 
test, it has a good reputation for build quality and, 
perhaps most importantly, it has that unique V4 
cachet. Just like its bigger brother, the VFR400 
is deceptive in the way it makes speed. The lazy 
exhaust note and apparent relaxed power delivery 
are normally at odds with numbers on the speedo. 
VFR400s are deceptively fast, feel more like a V4 
500 and make 14,500rpm seem like child’s play. 

The VFR packs a lot into a small package. 

Arguably in some way it takes biking back to the late 
60s and early 70s in the way it allows you to make 



progress. Here we have a bike that relies as much 
on rider skill as it does on power. Just like those 
seminal Yamaha and Honda tiddlers you can, and 
will want, to carry insane amounts of corner speed 
right through the bend. 

Low mass, low seat height and good period 
brakes all allow you to capitalise on what’s readily 
available. It may not sound much today but the 
lazy way in which the bike makes its 60bhp and its 
sheer minimalist size make for a hugely impressive 
ride. As standard handling is said to come on the 
slightly soft side but that’s just Honda ensuring 
you’re not immediately jolted right out of the 
saddle. It’s adjustable and with a little thought and 
consideration it should be possible to dial it in pretty 
much to your own needs. 

It’s a Honda so build quality is right up there. 

Dirty examples clean up fine and even hugely used 
ones scrub up reasonably well. The bike is generally 
acknowledged as being excellent and the issues 
highlighted in the main picture are possibilities not 
certainties. If you wanted a rider’s bike that delivers 
peak torque at an intoxicating 12,000rpm, pulls 
from as low as two grand in top gear and still sings 
its heart out at 15k this is genuinely the bike you’ve 
been looking for. cmm 



Exhaust routing is a delight to behold. 


Cockpit is compact but well appointed. 
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It's my bike! - Andy Bolas 


■ www.gfracinguk.com 

■ www.rvf.dk/rickolive 

■ www.wemoto.com 


This is the second NC30 I have owned; it's an 
imported example although the first one was 
a UK bike. I saw this particular bike for sale in 
a local bike shop, they had purchased the bike 
from its first and only owner as she hadn't used % 
it for a number of years and had no interest in 
riding any more so decided to sell it. 

After a big service and the carbs being 
removed and cleaned the bike was then put up 
for sale in their show room which was when I 
saw it. Although I'm not usually into little four-strokes I was instantly 
attracted to this NC. The bike was pretty much as you see it now I 
just gave it a good clean. Amazingly it had covered just over 2000km 
and was original down to the tyres. It was also one of the few 
registered in the UK from new by the importer so hadn't been used in 
Japan before it came to our shores like the majority of NCs. I can also 
say that it rides as good as it looks although the tyres could do 
with replacing due to age more than anything else! 


Typical late 80s early 90s Honda gear. 


RESOURCES 

■ www.v4power.co.uk 

■ www.400greybike.com 

■ www.vsource.org 

■ www.hondarvf.com 


PARTS & SERVICES 
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Itie Fiitilman l 


NOVEMBER 7-8, 2015 

THE ROYAL BATH & WEST 
SHOWGROUND, SHEPTON 
MALLET, SOMERSET BA4 6QN 


Classic 

Vehicle 

Restoration 

Show 



I 


• HUNDREDS OF CLASSIC CARS ON DISPLAY 
• PARTS AND SERVICES SUPPLIERS 
• CHARTERHOUSE AUCTION 
• TOP RESTORER STANDS 

• AUTOJUMBLE STALLS 

• SPECIALIST TRADERS 
• CLUB DISPLAYS 


OPENING 
TIMES: 

9.30AM-4PM 


ADVANCE ONE-DAY 
TICKETS: £8 ^ 

U16S GO 



BUY YOUR 
TICKETS ONLINE AND 

£2 OFF! 

VISIT: WWW.CARSANDEVENTS.COM/CVRS7 
CALL: 01507 529529 AND QUOTE CVRS7 


CLASSIC 1 1 


CHARTERHOUSE 

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 


ifrSht 


* Pazon Electronic Ignition Kits 

* Hinckley Triumph HT Coils 

* Genuine Lucas Parts 

* 12 Volt Conversions 

* PVL Ignition Coils 


www.rexs-speedshop.com 

Pazon Ignition Systems & Spares in Stock 





Pazon Ignition Technical Centre 


Tel: 01580 880 768 

Unit 5, Russet Farm, Redlands Lane, Robertsbridge, TN32 5NG 



SPECIAL OFFER! 


CALL - 01507 529529 and Quote: SC097 SUBSCRIBE 
VISIT - www.classicmagazines.co.uk/sc097 TODAY! 


• World's number one scooter magazine • Product and music reviews • Get your copy early! 
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readersbikes&bits 


Upload your free advert today - www.classicmechanics.com 


CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS IS THE BEST PLACE TO ADVERTISE YOUR CLASSIC JAPANESE BIKES AND SPARES 


All private adverts are FREE! 



-^Upload your advert at www.classicmechanics.com 
*Post the coupon below or fax to 01 507 371 064 
-^We cannot accept Reader Adverts over the phone 


r Y s I&l 


There is no other medium so effective 
as Classic Motorcycle Mechanics’ 
Readers Bi kes and Bits - so why not 

take advantage of them right now? 
Simply complete the form below and 
send it as soon as possible to: Classic 
Motorcycle Mechanics Bikes 
and Bits , PO Box 99, Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire LN9 6LZ 

It is our policy at Classic Motorcycle 
Mechanics not to accept private 
adverts from traders. If, whilst 
looking for a bike in Mechanics, you 
experience a trader advertising as a 
private seller, please call us on 01 507 
529529 and we will take appropriate 
action. 

Advertisements can be accepted 
on this form, photocopy, email or 
internet. 


If you are a trader, give our 
advertising department a 
call on 01507 524004 for our 
latest display ad rates. 


Terms and conditions for private advertisers 


1 . The advert copy provided by the customer must 
be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the code of the Advertising Standards 
Authority (www.asa.org.uk). Classic Motorcycle 
Mechanics may amend the advertisement to 
ensure compliance with these requirements. 

2. Classic Motorcycle Mechanics is not able to 
verify the truthfulness of any statements made 


by a customer in the advert copy. Accordingly, 
the customer will be responsible for any losses, 
expenses or other costs incurred by Classic 
Motorcycle Mechanics which are caused by an 
untrue statement made deliberately. 

3. In order to meet its production and other 
editorial requirements, Classic Motorcycle 
Mechanics reserves the right to re-classify, edit 


the copy or alter the size or colouring of any 
advert. 

4. Photo adverts are only available in the Bikes 
for sale section. We are happy to accept reader 
adverts for Wanted, Spares and Miscellaneous, 
but these will appear without photographs. 

5. Whilst every effort is made to include your 
free advert correctly, due to the large volume 


of adverts we receive, we are unable to take 
telephone calls should an error occur. You are 
welcome to resubmit your corrected advert for 
inclusion in the next available issue. 

6. We can only accept one photograph per 
coupon. 

7. Please enclose a stamped address envelope if 
you would like your photograph to be returned. 


Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Reader Adverts 


Make 

Model 

Price 























On occasions Mortons Media Group, publisher of Classic Motorcycle Mechanics, shares selected information with its sister 
companies within the Mortons Group of Companies and with other reputable companies, who may contact you about products 
and services that may be of interest to you. If you DO NOT wish to have the details given here passed on, please tick this box □ 


Choose a section 

□ Bikes for sale □ Miscellaneous 

□ Wanted □ Picture enclosed 

□ Spares 

Name: 

Address: 


Area/County: 


Telephone: 


Email: 

*Not published 

Signature: 

1 confirm that 1 am not a dealer 

Date: 

E USE ONLY MONTH 

CODE 
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AJS 350 1957, 16MS, 15,000 
miles, refurbished magneto, 
starts well, good condition, no 
MoT or R/F licence, £2700 ono 
Tel. 07969 344367. Middlesex 



APRILIA AF1 125 Futura, 1992, 
rare & a show bike, only 578 
genuine km from new, bought & 
then dry stored, an investment 
& fun too, £2200 Tel. 01507 
524499. Lines 



BMW R100R Classic, 1996, 
40k miles, BMW panniers, 
screen, MoT Aug 2016, £2950 
Tel. 07724 322198 9am-1pm. 
Leics 



BMW R60/7 1977, vgc, 

complete rebuild 2007/8 with 
new parts, stainless steel 
fixings etc, MoT Aug 2016, 
£2750 Tel. 01983 865094. IOW 



EDDIE LAWSON REPLICA 

1983 Kawasaki ELR Z1000R2, 
vgc, power coated frame, fresh 
paint, period belly pan, 
Metmachex swinging arm, V&H 
4 into 1, £3800 Tel. 07919 
691432. West Sussex 



GREEVES 20DC SPORT 1964, 
Greeves Road bike, all original, 
not concours, clean and tidy, 
docs applied for, £2000 Tel. 
07855 663318 after 6pm. E 
Sussex 



HARLEY DAVIDSON Sportster, 
1990, VMCC eligible, early 
model four speed and chain 
drive, MoT Feb 2016, £3250 
Tel. 01257 411801. Lancs 



HARLEY DAVIDSON SX250 

1976, fantastic condition, really 
fine example of this very rare 
trail bike, £4695 ono Tel. 07887 
71 1 21 6 for more details. Hants 



HONDA CB-1 400cc, 1989, 
MoT June 2016, excellent 
condition, history, reducing 
collection, £1150 ovno Tel. 
01584 890605. Shrops 



HONDA CB125S Fitted with 
CGKI engine, refurbished, lots 
of new genuine parts fitted, too 
much to list, pictures and list 
available, on Sorn, will MoT, 
£1400 Tel. 0191 5860331. 
Durham 



HONDA CB360 USA import, not 
reg yet & no MoT, all relevant 
docs to make you the first owner 
in UK, lots spent, starts & runs, 
only 5900 miles, too many new 
parts to list, £2000 Tel. 07783 
599166. Gtr Man 



HONDA CB400 Superdream, 
1980, with current MoT, £1250 
or exchange British classic, 
cash difference paid, Tel. Pete 
01905 21667 anytime. Worcs 



APRILIA RS250 1998, MK2, 
1700 dry miles, 100% original, 
totally untouched (apart from 
fluids), fsh, full MoTs, used 
regularly, 2nd owner, oiro, 
£6000 Tel. 01983 299277. 
Hampshire 



BRIDGESTONE MK2SS 200cc, 
1969, near concours restoration 
to orig spec, UK reg, MoT 
8/2016, superb example of 
Bridgestone’s high performance 
rotary valve 2T, rare bike , £4250 
ono Tel. 01474 746930. Kent 



^(CN)^ 

CAROLE NASH 


The care it deserves 

Classic Bike 

insurance 

0800 458 2530 


Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd 
is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 


HONDA 600 HORNET superb 
low mileage, only 8700 miles, 
never been wet, many sensible 
extras, OE exhaust can 
included in sale, £2700 ono Tel. 
01433 620855. Derbyshire 



HONDA CB250K0 16k miles, 
original condition, runs well, 
30bhp, lOOmph, some minor 
pitting in mudguard, brakes, 
tyres & exhausts are recent, 
collectable reg no, £1700 ono 
Tel. 07749 689160. 



HONDA CB500S year 2000, 
MoT June 2016, 15,000 miles, 
new front tyre front pads and 
battery, good original condition, 
Tel. 02084 735089. London 



BANTAM BUSHMAN lookalike, 
rebuilt with many new parts, 
many Bushman bits, MoT May 
2016, £1850 Tel. Rob 07703 
892706. Northumberland 



BSA A65T Thunderbolt, 1972, 
restored to as new condition inc 
rims & SS spokes, new carb, 
£4495 ono Tel. 07817 257889. 
Leics 



GUZZI LE MANS 5 classic 
rapid Italian muscle, lOOOcc, 
30,000 genuine miles, £100s 
spent, just serviced, years MoT, 
vgc, £4250 Tel. 07788 442155. 
Bath 



HONDA BROS 650/HAWK GT 

Mods: Fuel exhaust, Velocity 
foam filters, VFR 400 f/end, VFR 
750 rear wheel, Fireblade r/sets, 
32k, recent chain, sprockets, 
battery, no dents, £1245 ono 
Tel. 07564 930999. Leics 



HONDA CB250N Super Dream, 
1982, 45,000 miles, MoT April 
2016, Motad SS exhaust, good 
condition, runs well, £595 Tel. 
David 07801 350459. North 
Cambs 


— q 



HONDA CB550K3 1975, good 
runner, imported, owned eight 
years, chrome excellent slight 
pitting rear wheel fitted new 
exhaust, MoT, 17,500 miles, 
£4500 Tel. 01226 497633. 
South Yorkshire 



BMW K100RS blue/white 
Special Edition, 50k on clock, 
none ABS, tested to May 2016, 
good condition for age, some 
paint peeling to side panels, 
£1200 ono Tel. 07708 662521. 
E Yorks 



DUCATI SS600 full history, only 
7200 miles, MoT ready to go, 
mint condition, been data 
tagged, comes with V5, owners 
manual & service book. Tel. 
07931 919804. West Midlands 



HARLEY DAVIDSON FXEF80, 
1985, vgc, 24,243 miles, 
owned, 15 years with trailer, 
£5000 Tel. 01423 509201. 
Yorkshire 



HONDA C72 1964 restored, 
powder coated frame, lovely 
runner, many new parts, MoT, 
£2450 Tel. Mike 01386 48007. 
Worcs 



HONDA CB360 1 976 flatracker, 
lots of time & money spent, 
MoT, only done 150 miles since 
built, £1500 or swap for Honda 
single Tel. 07594 619053. 
Grampian 



HONDA CB650Z 1 980, in good 
unrestored condition, MoT 
November 2015, starts & runs 
well, Motad four into one 
exhaust, recent service. Tel. 
Ken 01284 70201 1 . Suffolk 
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HONDA CB72 Dream Sports 
classic bike 250 twin, 1966, 
vgc, good runner, very rare & 
collectable bike. Tel. 01621 
772401. Essex 



HONDA CL175 1970, 8000 
miles, MoT, Street Scrambler, 
rides great, new tyres, points 
etc imported three years ago, 
£2450 ono Tel. 07770 115727. 
Surrey 



HONDA CB900F 1980, 
currently on Sorn, many new 
parts/others available, last 
service in 2012 (24,695mls) & 
unused since, £1800 Tel. 01223 
263364 or text 07776 064617. 
Cambs 



I ~i * -i - Lr ' 

HONDA CL350 long MoT, tax 
exempt, runs and rides fine, 
£2500 Tel. Dave 07792 835486. 


Ross-on-Wye 



HONDA CBF250 2006, MoT 1 1 
months, vgc, side stand, main 
stand, Honda rack, all books & 
keys, service history, £1800 
ovno Tel. 07746 846899. Oxon 



HONDA CMX250 Rebel, vgc, 
12 months MoT, 8600 miles, 
would suit lady rider, £1200 ono 
Tel. 01767 448575. 

Bedfordshire 



HONDA CD175 1967, Sloper, 
MoT, was owned by Freddie 
Frith, 1949 Junior World 
Champ, £1500 Tel. 01202 
773726. Dorset 



HONDA CD200 BENLY 

excellent condition, fully 
serviced, 12 months MoT, 
£1950 Tel. 01923 461289. 
Hertfordshire 



HONDA DEAUVILLE good 
condition, garaged, v/reliable, 
12 months MoT, Honda screen 
& standard screen included, 
two new tyres, £1690 ono Tel. 
07980 395470. Gwynedd 



HONDA DEAUVILLE 650 2000, 
24,000 miles, no MoT at 
present, comes with two new 
tyres (not fitted) good condition 
for year, £1500 Tel. 01253 
826958. Lancs 



HONDA GL1000 Goldwing, 
1979, vgc, Dream Machine 
Paint, excellent chrome, new 
road rider tyres, full restoration 
to original spec, MoT March 
2016, £2850 ono Tel. 01631 
760253. Strathclyde 



HONDA PC800 1990, 47k 
miles, completely refurbished, 
lovely condition, just tested, 
superbly comfortable 
commuter, unique huge boot, 
Japanese import, £1600 Tel. 
01484 862470. W Yorks 



HONDA VT500E 1988, MoT 
July 16, good condition, part 
restored, good runner, £595 
ono Tel. 07746 407321 . Kent 



HONDA HORNET 600 Good 
condition, 18,700 miles, 
radiator guard, Goodridge 
brake lines, hugger, MoT to 
March 2016, £1625 ono Tel. 
07510 854868. N Ireland 



HONDA SL350K1 1970 totally 
factory original (except 
consumables) with 4500 miles, 
use as is or spruce up, unusual 
little Honda twin, rare in the UK, 
£2950 Tel. 01227 360735. Kent 



HONDA XBR good condition, 
converted to off side gear lever, 
Brit style, price includes good 
standard exhausts, £1450 Tel. 
0208 3045132 for details. Kent 



HONDA XL185 1981, twin 
shock trail requires tic, full V5 
correct numbers, known 
history, £1350 Tel. 07434 
072785. Lancs 



HONDA XL600LM 1986, UK 
reg, 28,000 miles, standard 
original condition, good runner, 
new battery, £1500 ono Tel. 
+35386 8736636. Eire, Ireland 
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HONDA ST100 Pan European, 
swingarm, solid good condition 
for age, T reg. Tel. 01772 
615776. Lancs 



HONDA XBR500 1985, 48k 
miles, superb, frame, engine 
and bodywork resprayed, new 
centre stand, fork seals, C&S, 
battery, serviced, runs 
beautifully, long MoT, £995 Tel. 
07982 466727. London 



KAWASAKI 1100 SPECTRE 

Vgc, 99% original, good engine, 
50k miles, needs registering, all 
paperwork supplied, £1150 Tel. 
0161 7666353. Lancs 



HONDA HORNET 600/900 

Wanted in decent cond, p/x for 
Suzuki GS850G 1982 UK spec 
28, full service & lots of new 
parts fitted, p/x 600 would be 
better for me. Tel. Allan 07443 
580719. WMids 



HONDA VFR 750 1989, red, 
59,278 miles, MoT 27 Feb 
2016, good starter, £800 ono 
Tel. 01536 373015. Northants 



HONDA NC700X 6000 miles, 
2013, alarm, heated grips, hand 
guards, vgc. Tel. 07939 81 631 8. 
West Sussex 



HONDA VFR400R-L UK model, 
just serviced and MoT, low 
mileage, best colours, mint 
condition, £4795 Tel. 01302 
310300. South Yorkshire 



HONDA XL TRAIL 1984, twin 
shock, nothing missing, full 
MoT, V5 in my name, runs fine, 
lights, panels, clocks all there, 
£1450 Tel. 074340 40520. 
Lancs 



KAWASAKI A1 SAMURAI 

Series 2, 1969, US import with 
Nova certificate and American 
title, up & running, everything 
works, ride or restore, not many 
of these in UK, £2750 ono Tel. 
01474 746930. Kent 



HONDA XL185 classic trail new 
tyres, shocks, runs fine, full V5, 
known history bargain, 
collection Manchester, £1450 
Tel. 07434 040520. Lancs 



KAWASAKI ER5 1998, 8000 
miles, MoT Aug 2016, recent 
SS exhaust & rad guard, p/c 
rack & QD topbox, owned & 
maintained by retired 
professional engineer, £1200 
Tel. 01772 713656. Lancs 
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KAWASAKI GPX600R 1995, 
red, 53k miles, drives perfectly, 
a few minor scratches, up to 
date photos, s/h available. 
Selling as finishing short 
Motorcycle career! £1250 ono 
Tel. 07527 578719. B’ham 



KAWASAKI H2C 750 1975, 
vgc, fully restored, engine 
rebuilt, frame painted, new 
purple paintwork and decals by 
KAS racepaint, MoT Nov 2015, 
£9995 ono Tel. 07564 318920. 
Kent 



KAWASAKI Z1A 1974, lovely 
cond, engine rebuilt, new 
paintwork, spokes, rims, tyres 
and new standard exhausts, 
superb classic must be seen, 
£12,500 ono Tel. 07786 
162917. WMids 



MOTO GUZZI V50 Mkl 1 , 1 980, 
vgc for the year, stainless down 
pipes, overhauled forks & 
brakes, rack & top box, some 
history, MoT March 2016 used 
regularly, £1500 Tel. 01179 
492097. Bristol 



SUZUKI GSX250 1980, p/ 
coated frame, new tyres, carbs, 
cleaned, new jets, full service, 
full MoT, very rare, £600 ono 
Tel. 07737 612159. Northants 



KAWASAKI GPZ1000R 1986, 
great condition, lovely driver, 
excellent engine, rebuilt from 
frame upwards, full MoT, 
excellent tyres chain & 
sprockets, £1595 ono Tel. 
07873 830812. Cheshire 



KAWASAKI KMX 125 learner 
legal, completely rebuilt, 
powder coated frame, long 
MoT, great fun to ride, revs to 
10,000rpm, £775 ono Tel. 
01270 875529. Cheshire 



KAWASAKI Z750E 1981, 22k, 
v orig, Yoshi 4-1, nos seat and 
tacho, MoT, recent brakes, carb 
diaphragms (need balancing), 
regular use until recently, easy 
project or ride as is. Tel. 07764 
377519. Surrey 



SUZUKI 25 WOLF 1993, full 
restoration, frame powder 
coated, racing fern, newly 
painted bodywork, digital 
speedo, braided hoses, new 
pads, 12 months’ MoT, £1200 
Tel. 077520 56580. Co Derry 



SUZUKI GSX1100 Naked 
Katana, excellent condition, 
£2500 Tel. 07903 777252. 
Cumbria 



KAWASAKI GPZ600R 1989, 
MoT 03/16, good engine, forks 
rechromed, new calliper seals 
30,000 miles, £600 ono Tel. 
01736 763771. Cornwall 



KAWASAKI KR1 1988, 
imported, 1995, with KRIS 
paintwork, unmolested original 
condition, new MoT, ready to 
ride or restore, £2250 Tel. 
07765 230730. Hants 
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SUZUKI BANDIT 600 Custom 


bike, good condition, day time 
MoT, £1400 ono Tel. 07429 
447452. Kent 



SUZUKI GSXR750SP 1994, 
3000kms from new, never 
raced, spotless and very 
collectible. Tel. 01364 631119. 
Devon 



KAWASAKI GPZ900 A2, 1985, 
32,500 miles, good original 
condition, starts & runs 
perfectly, new MoT, new 
battery, new rear tyre, £3500 
Tel. Tim on 01432 850453 (day) 
01432 355951 (eves). 



KAWASAKI SI A 250 1 973, rare 
2-stroke triple, fully restored 
including top engine rebuild, 
matching engine and frame 
nos, correctly set up and runs 
beautifully, £5750 ovno Tel. 
01280 823322. Bucks 



KAWASAKI Z750L3 1983, 30k 
miles, MoT May 2016, some 
restoration work, much money 
spent, £1625 ono, may p/x 
why? Tel. 07929 510917. 
Derbyshire 



SUZUKI GAMMA 125cc, 1984 
race, sprint, parade, Interpan, 
Scitsv, new tyres, goes and 
handles well, very good inside 
and out, bargain, £1400 Tel. 
Trev 01609 777260; 07976 
788976. N Yorks 



SUZUKI GT250 X7, restored to 
high standard using new 
genuine parts, Crankshaft 
overhauled, new rear shocks, 
new tyres, MoT, £3250 Tel. 
07581 008210. South Yorkshire 



KAWASAKI GTR 1000 1994, 
factory fitted panniers, recent 
rear disc, monoshock bushes, 
Goodridge hoses, new battery 
just fitted, owned since 2000, 
32,541 miles, gc, £1350 Tel. 
07434 129349. Derbys 



KAWASAKI W800 Retro, black, 
2013 model, superb example, 
5k miles, chrome rack, £4850 
Tel. 01285 861462. Wilts 



MATCHLESS 650 CSR MoT 


July 2016, vgc, low mileage 
since rebuild, original green 
logbook with matching 
numbers, £5200 ono Tel. Mike 
01357 522210. Glasgow 



SUZUKI GS850 excellent 
condition, great mechanically, 
MoT, reliable, reluctant sale, 
low mileage, having to sell due 
to looking after elderly parent, 
no time to enjoy, £2500 Tel. 
07857 926724. Lancs 



SUZUKI GT250 X7 1982, all 
speeds, K/N braided line, filters, 
fork brace, s/damper 29,700 
miles, good runner, £1500 Tel. 
+35386 8736636. Eire, Ireland 



SUZUKI RL250 1974/75 

Beamish, silver, engine trials 
bike, good runner, good fun 
bike, new piston 2 years ago, 
slight weep on fuel tank due to 
ethanol problems, £1000 ono 
Tel. 07708 562885. W Sussex 



SUZUKI RV50 Monkey Bike, 
50cc rare, concours condition, 
as new, £2750 ovno Tel. 01664 
474894; 07773 881441. Leics 



SUZUKI SP400 1982, good old 
thumper, new adjustable Hagon 
shocks, recent tyres, £1300 Tel. 
07429 447452. Kent 



SUZUKI T500R 1971, UK Bike, 
fully rebuilt using original or 
OEM parts, original chrome, 
engine rebuilt by Pete Odell, 
29,000 miles, £3500 ono Tel. 
07773 426654. Derbyshire 



SUZUKI TC125 1972, rare 
American model, on/off road 
switchable gearbox, 1196 miles, 
imported & fully UK reg, brought 
from DK motorcycles, will MoT 
for buyer, £1500 ono Tel. Jason 
01743 884482. Shrops 


118 / classic motorcycle mechanics 









readersbikes&bits 


BOOK YOUR AD NOW! Dnline www.classicmechanics.com ^OSt/fax Fill in the coupon on page 115 emai freeads@classicmechanics.com 



SUZUKI TL 1000S 1997, black, 
31k miles, Yoshi exhaust, PC 
Commander, genuine 125 bhp, 
MoT, lots of extras, owned for 
last 5 years, good clean example, 
first to see will buy, £2200 ovno 
Tel. 0785 9011863. B’ham 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 

T140V, 1978, matching 

numbers, bought to restore, 
great restoration project, £2700 
ono Tel. 07873 848728. 

Northants 



SUZUKI TS125 1984, A reg, 
water cooled, drum brake, 
starts & is rideable, used as a 
field bike, needs a few bits, 
have log book in my name, 
£625 Tel. 07587 201333. West 
Sussex 



TRIUMPH DAYTONA 1991, 
38,800 miles, becoming 
collectable only 200 made, not 
used, started regular, great 
overall condition, £2200 ono 
Tel. 01502 476847. Suffolk 



SUZUKI TS185ER 1981, twin 
shock two stroke, MoT April 
2016, 9500 miles, 

recommissioned not restored, 
£1500 ono Tel. 01969 667416. 
North Yorkshire 



TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD 

Sport, 2001 , 23,350 miles, MoT, 
s/h, fitted Vonzetti single seat, 
Lucas style rear light, bar end 
mirrors, front fairing, tyres, 
chrome, paintwork all good, 
£4600 Tel. 01323 892694. 



SUZUKI TS250M 1977, very 
clean, very original, not much 
needed to make perfect, UK 
bike, 12 months MoT, starts, 
runs & rides great, £2795 Tel. 
07984 608285. Beds 



TRIUMPH 21 1960, 53,000 
miles, excellent condition, 
starts and rides well, £2800 Tel. 
01522 511660. Lines 



TRIUMPH TIGER 110 1960, 
Bathtub matching numbers, 
good condition, new paint, 
chrome, 35,000 miles, Sorn, 
£5900 Tel. 01290 551673. 
Strathclyde 



TURISMO FANTICMOTOR 

outstanding original UK sports 
moped in superb unrestored 
condition, 6 speed model, runs 
great, MoT just expired, £2400 
Tel. 07557 679004. Kent 



TWO CLASSIC BIKES for sale 
Yamaha XT250 and Honda 
XL250 both imports and both 
running good rolling restoration. 
Tel. 07778 597170. East 
Yorkshire 



YAMAHA DTI 75 1975, full 
MoT, tax exempt, own this fully 
restored example of this classic 
trailie for only £1800 Tel. 07734 
200023. West Yorkshire 



VELOCETTE VENOM 

Clubman, 1961, a genuine 
matching numbers bike with 
one owner for the last 35 years, 
detailed history notes, original 
yet unrestored, £8500 Tel. 
07885 63981 1 . Oxfordshire 



YAMAHA FJR1300 fabulous 
condition, new MoT, recent 
tyres, panniers & electric 
screen, aftermarket MRA 
screen inc, £3250 Tel. 07939 
816318. West Sussex 
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YAMAHA FZR1000 1991 , exup 
RU, 34,000 miles, 12 month 
MoT, vgc, ready to ride may p/x 
dirt bike, bargain £1250 ono 
Tel. 07715 266250. Merseyside 



YAMAHA R1 1998, only 15k 
miles, full s/h, the best available 
fast appreciating classic, £3350 
Tel. 07801 315558. W Mids 



YAMAHA RD350 1981, 4LO 
engine & frame, matching 
numbers, 39,500 miles, vgc, 
used regularly, £2950 ovno Tel. 
Ian 01473 271546, 07759 
334924. Ipswich 



YAMAHA RXS100 in nice 
condition, new chain, sprockets 
and battery, MoT till March 
2016, £700 ono Tel. 07929 
829256. Lancs 



VELOREX SIDECAR Good 
condition, some fittings, 
accessories as photo, £425 Tel. 
0161 7666353. Lancs 



YAMAHA FZR250R 1989, 3IN 
exup model, 24,000km, great 
condition, four cylinder four 
stroke with an 18,000rpm 
redline, 12 months MoT, 
currently on Sorn, £1700 ono 
Tel. 07897 763743. Isle of Wight 



YAMAHA RZ250RR YPVS, 
1985, imported 1991, 99% 
restored in amazing condition, 
new MoT, £2950 ono Tel. Craig 
07765 230730 . Hants 



YAMAHA DS7 1972, vgc, 5k 
since full rest, Electrex ign 
system fitted, goes as it should, 
show or ride, buy and ride 
away, £4250 or make me an 
offer, buyer collects. Tel. 01823 
430198. Somerset 



YAMAHA FZS600 One owner, 
low mileage, new tyres, taxed/ 
MoT, top box, regularly 
serviced, £2000 Tel. 07821 
621124. Essex 



YAMAHA SRI 25 1992, MoT 
expires Feb 2016, very low 
mileage of 01271, excellent 
condition, almost like new, 
£1050 ono Tel. Dennis 01227 
740909 . Kent 



YAMAHA TY320 Majesty trials 
bike, nickel frame, all new 
wheels, tyres, parts, Yamaha 
alloy tank, elec ign, runs/rides 
well, very good condition, 
£5250 ono Tel. Wayne 077811 
19148. Guernsey 



YAMAHA VIRAGO 535 W reg, 
2000, MoT June 2016, fitted 
with screen & rear carrier, 
toolkit & two keys, new battery, 
£2275 Tel. 07896 608341. 
Essex 



YAMAHA VIRAGO XV250S 

1996, 11,500 miles, exc cond, 
garage stored avoided rain, 
newish tyres, exhaust lots of 
extras, no rust, no bumps, all 
working beautifully, MoT, £1600 
Tel. 0113 3188531. W Yorks 



YAMAHA VMAX carbon black 
full power VMax, very near to 
standard but with gorgeous 
Delkevic cans, standard 
silencers included in sale, Tel. 
07751 585571 . Bucks 



YAMAHA XJ600 28,000 miles, 
MoT, seat cover, exhaust & 
tank in poor condition, rest OK, 
£750 ono Tel. 01403 267192. 
West Sussex 
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FOR SALE 


BIKE PROJECTS: Triumph 
Tiger Cub, James Comet, 
Norman Lido, BSA Bantam, 
Yamaha XJ650 Maxim, 
Motobecane Mobux, BSA 
Starfire etc. Tel. 01633 895922. 
Gwent. 

BULTACO PERSANG very 
good condition, resprayed, 
new parts tyres, spokes, 
cables, brake linings, chain 
sprocket, runs very well, new 
alloy tank, 1976, £2500 Tel. 
01277 353867. Essex. 

D7 BANTAM SUPER DELUXE 
1966, perfect restoration 
project for which I have no 
time, £300 spent on engine 
rebuild with new cylinder - 
just the frame to do now, bike 
complete except battery and 
tool kit, more pics available, 
£650 ovno Tel. 01260 227247; 
07860 554663. Cheshire. 
HARLEY 883 N/14 converted 
to 1200 by Sycamore HD 
Screaming Eagle RSD, 2-in-1 
carbon ops, selling due to 
bad back, £9200 Tel. 01733 
341966. Cambs. 

HONDA CB100N 1986 
restored, excellent runner, new 
carburettor fitted, just needs 
indicators wired up for MoT, 
original paint work on tank and 
panels, tank is rot free, many 
new parts fitted, 20,000 miles, 
will not find better. Tel. 07870 
869679. Leics. 

HONDA CB125 TDC 

Superdream, 1983, silver, 
MoT March 201 6, new battery, 
Comstar, all wheels, e/start, 
flyscreen, reluctant sale of very 
tidy collectable classic due 
to family health issues, £950 
ono Tel. 01872 240206 after 
5pm; 07812 457484 (no texts 
please).. Cornwall. 

HONDA CB250 1997, 

Nighthawk, in good original 
condition, 30k currently on 
Sorn but would MoT if wanted, 
chrome, paint & tyres in good 
condition, £800 Tel. 0114 
2691750; 07989 669282. 
South Yorkshire. 

HONDA CB350K4 good 
running order, low mileage, will 
put MoT on just had a service, 
can deliver, £1200 Tel. 01253 
712442. Lancs. 

HONDA CBF125 mint, 2014 
bike, but bought in May 2015 
from Honda dealer, pre- 
registered to dealer, hence the 
low mileage of just 277 miles, 
still under manufacturer’s 
warranty, datatag fitted, only for 
sale as son has decided he’s 
not a biker! £1 950 no offers Tel. 
07753 165547. Surrey. 

HONDA CBF600 long MoT, 
Givi rack, box, ABS, Dec 2009, 
6000 miles, fsh, excellent 
condition, £3250 ono Tel. 
07999 811488. Rutland. 
HONDA CBR600 1991, 
Sorned, £600 Tel. 01529 
413579. Lines. 

HONDA CBXC 1000 1982, 
70% of major restoration 
complete images and details 
can be emailed, house move 
to smaller house only reason 
for sale offers around, £4500 
as valued by the CBX club Tel. 
07870 215778. Lancs. 


HONDA CUB 90 2002, 
complete overhaul on engine, 
cycle parts, paint work 
excellent condition, MoT, £695. 
Single bike trailer, £250. Tel. 
01483 762123. Bognor Regis. 
HONDA GOLDWING GL1000 
1976, non runner project, no 
V5 or key, need space, ideal 
for trike conversion, £600 Tel. 
07900 968277. Dorset. 
HONDA GOLDWING GL1100 
IIOOcc, 1983 reg, standard 
model, black, receipts for 
£1300 recently spent, good 
tyres, two sets of keys, new 
battery, MoT, £2500 ono Tel. 
01332 831674. Derbyshire. 
HONDA INOVA 125cc, 2003, 
MoT 2016, 11,000 miles, 
perfect for the knowledge, 
£395 Tel. 07984 347164. 
London. 

HONDA PCXS 125 Super 
stylish with idle stop, £500 
extras, Oct 14, just 1500 
miles, spotless, mint condition, 
mature rider, sorry to let go 
but ill health sale, £2395 ovno 
Tel. 077890 61218 (no text 
messages please) for details. 
Yorks. 

HONDA VTR FIRESTORM 

1999, 1 0OOcc, accident 

damage, open to offers. Tel. 
07749 461594. Lancs. 

HONDA VTR 1000 51 reg, 
9400 miles, MoT July 2016, 
immaculate, red, big tank 
model, Goodridge, hoses, 
powerbronze, screen hugger, 
datatagged, datatool, alarm, 
good tyres, first to see will 
buy, £1 995 Tel. 01 246 200842; 
07935 175649. Derbyshire. 
HONDA XBR500 1985, black, 
47,900 miles, superb condition, 
frame, engine & bodywork 
stripped & resprayed, new 
centre stand, fork seals, 
chain & sprockets, battery, 
fully serviced, MoT March 
2016, workshop manual, runs 
perfectly, £1150 Tel. 07982 
466727. East London. 
KAWASAKI E500 very good 
engine and runner, black 
project bike, to restore only 
needs front tyres, fork seals 
and a good clean easy winter 
project, MoT, £500 ono Tel. 
02920 883315. Caerphilly. 
KAWASAKI ER5 long MoT, 
20,000 miles, good tyres, good 
chain sprockets, very good 
condition, reg 2002, £825 ono 
Tel. 07936 128746. 
KAWASAKI ER5 500cc, 
Nov 1999, blue, engine bars, 
flyscreen tool-kit, MoT June 
2016, 3900 miles, p/x Honda 
Vision scooter, £1050 Tel. 
07546 890419. Kent. 
KAWASAKI GPZ750 Unitrac 
frame, swingarm, forks, 
wheels, triple clamps etc, no 
engine. Tel. 01522 827509. 
Lines. 

KAWASAKI KM 100 1980, V 
reg, 87 miles from new, rusty, 
breaking for spares, may sell 
complete, Tel. 01246 827179; 
07400 576641. Derbys. 
KAWASAKI S2A 350 1972, 
rare two stroke triple, fully 
restored including full engine 
rebuild, matching engine and 
frame numbers, correctly set 
up & runs beautifully, £6250 
ovno Tel. 01280 823322. 
Bucks. 


KAWASAKI GT750 1990, 
red, MoT June 2016, Motad 
exhaust, engine bars, recent 
service, very good condition, 
reliable, £800 Tel. 07762 
354400. Liverpool. 

KAWASAKI KE175 red, 1981, 
MoT, excellent condition, great 
bike, £2750 Tel. 0781 6 347623. 

KAWASAKI Z1 900 1976, 
candy blue, lovely condition, 
long MoT, standard original 
bike, very well kept 40k miles, 
lovely 70s classic can only go 
up in value, good investment, 
pictures upon request, £7995 
Tel. 07762 437521 . Essex. 
KAWASAKI Z500 Unitrack, 
1984, complete bike for 
spares or project includes 
other spares, £450 Tel. 07849 
1 70020. Hampshire. 
KAWASAKI ZZR1100 D7, 
black, side panniers, top box, 
new back, tyre some stone 
chips on front end over all in 
good condition, £1700 ovno 
Tel. 0781 1 980330. Notts. 
MOTO GUZZI V50 being built 
as cafe racer, re-enamelled, 
red, needs little work to 
complete, (mainly electrics), 
new Avon tyres, £1250 Tel. 
01978 842668. Clwyd. 
MYFORD SUPER 7 lathe on 
makers stand, 3 & 4 jaw chucks, 
gearbox, vertical milling slide 
plus other accessories, vgc 
used regularly, can be seen 
working, £1200 Tel. 01179 
492097. Bristol. 

PUCH MAXI S R reg, purple, 
good roadworthy condition 
with spares and extras, £250 
Tel. 01634 725123. Kent. 
REDUCING COLLECTION: 
Yamaha RXS lOOcc, 1983, 
blue, restored, £695; Suzuki 
GSX 250cc, 1 984, blue, nearly 
restored, £795; Yamaha RS 
200cc, 1979, blue, nearly 
restored, £695; Yamaha 
Dragster cruiser, 650cc, 
2003, silver, one owner, mint 
condition, many chrome extras, 
£2500; fantastic bargains. Tel. 
Gordon 01454 324334; 07792 
272041. Bristol. 

SANGLAS LAVERDA 750 
Twin Yamaha 750 V twin 
Yamaha 920 or TR1 1000 
Honda CD1 75 no boxes of bits. 
Tel. 01737 833932. Surrey. 
SQUIRE ST2 single seat side 
car, red, Universal fittings, 
removable hood, lockable 
boot and key, Sensible offers 
Tel. 01278 425315. Somerset. 
SUZUKI BANDIT 600cc, 7500 
miles, this has to be the best 
on offer, full service history, all 
consumables replaced, 1999, 
realistic offers. Tel. 01547 
528465. Powys. 

SUZUKI GS500 1994, 26k 
miles, non runner, currently 
on Sorn, bought last year as 
a retirement project but now 
unable to start due to ill health. 
Tel. 07910 127257. Devon. 
SUZUKI GT185 1974, good 
condition ride or restore, 
£1700 ono Tel. 01453 842632. 
Gloucestershire. 

SUZUKI GT250 Excellent 
condition, MoT, must be 
viewed, £3450 ono; Yamaha 
Majesty, 250cc scooter, MoT, 
excellent condition, £1250 ono 
Tel. 01270 256208. Cheshire. 


SUZUKI SV650 13,700 miles, 
superb condition, years MoT, 
many new parts, must sell, 
£1600 ono Tel. 01932 821977. 
Surrey. 

SUZUKI SV650S K9, excellent 
condition, 12 months MoT, 
9500 mileage, two keys, 
garaged, beautiful bike selling 
as need something for 2-up, 
£2400 ono Tel. 07562 708728. 

SUZUKI TS250 1974, red, tax 
exempt, MoT, show condition, 
great bike, £3575 Tel. 07816 
347623. Leics. 

SUZUKI VX800 805cc, 1995, 
V-twin, shaft drive, spares or 
repair, make good trike project. 
Tel. 07831 188224. North 
Wales. 

YAMAHA DIVERSION 1992, 
400cc pair of rear silencers. 
Tel. Bob 01 634 846335 or after 
5pm. Kent. 

YAMAHA IT175 1983, MoT 
January 2016, average 
condition for year, £1200 Tel. 
07999 884472. West Sussex. 
YAMAHA RD400D recently 
restored, new paint decals 
etc, yellow black front 
pipes, rechromed Yamaha 
expansion, £3500. Yamaha 
YDS7, restored, £2500 needs 
registering. Tel. 07752 127181; 
01250 884382 Perthshire. 
YAMAHA THUNDERACE 
1 997, superb original condition, 
1 1 ,000 miles, fsh datatag, MoT, 
silver blue, £2150 Tel. 07990 
637785. Worcs. 

YAMAHA VIRAGO 535cc, vgc, 
well looked after, just had full 
service, 12 months MoT, Pirelli 
tyres, 18,000km, full screen, 
back rest, heated grips, spots, 
toothbrush cleaned, £2000 Tel. 
01766 831173. Gwynedd. 
YAMAHA XJR1300 black/ 
white stripe, one owner, 
serviced, warranty remaining, 
excellent condition, April 2014, 
£6325 ono Tel. 0791 8 739504. 
West Midlands. 
YAMAHAXJR1300 April 2014, 
black/white stripe, one owner, 
warranty remaining, serviced, 
excellent condition, £6325 
ono Tel. 07918 739504. West 
Midlands. 

YAMAHA XS1100 1978, 

recent MoT, 33k miles, nice 
runner, £1650 Tel. 01424 
425390. East Sussex. 
YAMASAKI YM125 2012 
reg, first new MoT till 2016 
August, tidy bike, reason for 
selling need space in shed, 
£475 ono Tel. 01872 240206. 
Cornwall. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


ALLOY MOTORCYCLE 
PARTS restored and polished, 
Heathrow/Surrey area. Tel. Zed 
07590 53223. Middx. 
BEOWULF EXHAUSTS pair, 
black, s/steel, £120. Nitron full 
spec rear shock £300, Gilles 
chain adjusters £80, all to fit 
Suzuki GSX R1000 K7/8, all 
in good condition. Tel. 07859 
011863. Birmingham. 

BSA A10 GOLDSTAR etc, 
gearbox for sale, wanted 
M20 or earlier gearbox poss, 
exchange cash either way 
WHY? Tel. Gareth 07811 
271702. Mid Glamorgan. 


DUCATI 900SS Corea 1978, 
single seat and tank cover, 
black and gold, £120 Tel. 
01484 682822. 

HONDA 400 (4) engine unit, 
less carbs, (1975-77), £225; 
brake mast cylinder, £25; 
winkers x 4 , £10; centre 
stand, £25; starter motor, £25; 
coils, £25; exhaust glands x 4; 
£10 etc. Tel. 01772 783774. 

HONDA 400 FI 1976, new 
indicator bracket, tools and 
box, rear brake, front reservoir 
and lever, calliper bracket, 
casings, disc spat, headlight 
co9ver, CB750 SOHC, clocks, 
wiring harness. Tel. 01507 
578146. Lines. 

HONDA BLACKBIRD rh 

silencer, off 99 FI model, only 
been on bike for 1 year, no 
damage, perfect condition, 
looks brand new, £150 
ono. Tel. 01289 381140 
Northumberland. 

HONDA CB160 1965, 

large quantity engine parts, 
crankcases barrel cylinder 
head gears starter motor and 
more, call for details, £60 Tel. 
01635 579115. Berkshire. 
HONDA CB350S-G most 
parts available, would swap 
for C50, C70, C90 parts or 
750-1 lOOcc Honda parts. Tel. 
07952 012011. Durham. 
HONDA CB400-4F 1975, 
spare parts left over from 
project build, this bike had 
the rear pillion foot rests 
mounted on the swingarm. 
Tel. Ski 07999 884472. West 
Sussex 

HONDA CB450 twin K3, 
1971, original parts for sale, 
tank seat side panels, electrics 
clocks exhaust, mudguards, 
etc. Tel. 07792 517466. North 
Yorkshire. 

HONDA CB500X 2015 model 
brand new, Honda box and 
fitting kit plus brand new 
pannier boxes and fitting kit, 
still in cardboard boxes, new 
cost £700, accept £250 ovno. 
Tel. 01302 534155. South 
Yorks. 

HONDA CB650Z engine took 
apart, selling as spares, will 
post. Tel. Craig 07770 987038. 
Suffolk. 

HONDA CB750 F2 engine for 
sale, part stripped, complete 
engine, needs restoring, only 
£250 Tel. 07792 517466. 
Northumberland. 

HONDA CBF1000 Puig 
windscreen (bigger than 
standard), + MRA touring 
windshield (with spoiler) £25 
each Tel. 01642 818568. 
1 " eesside 

HONDA CBR Super Blackbird, 
blue, righthand side, fairing no 
cracks, £50 ono Tel. 07977 
619562. Derbyshire. 

HONDA CBR 1000RR Pro-link 
Special Performance, lOOOcc, 
brand new, never used, Offers 
over £600 Tel. Richard 07916 
328736. Leeds, W Yorks. 
HONDA CBR250R MCI 9, 
1 990, RVF250 front end most 
parts except motor+wiring. Tel. 
0781 1 698505. Hampshire. 
HONDA CBR600FM petrol 
tank, no dints or scratches, 
£50 ono Tel. 07977 619562. 
Derbyshire. 
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HONDA CGI 25 PARTS seat 
£20; headlight brackets, £15; 
battery box, £8; air box and 
filter £8; side panel, £5; seat 
latches, £5; exhaust bracket, 
£4; clocks bracket, £4 or the 
lot £55. Tel. 07752 443794. 
Denbighshire. 

HONDA NT700 Deauville, 
MRA touring with adjustable 
spoiler, £35. 20mm bar raisers, 
£10, contact for more info. 
Tel. 01302 340181. South 
Yorkshire. 

HONDA VFR1200FA 2010, 
pair passengers grab handles, 
£35 Tel. 07900 371020. 
Northumberland. 

HONDA VFR800I fuel tank 
black, mint £40 also seat 
surround excellent, £20 Tel. 
02920 229030. Glamorgan. 
HONDA XL 250 SPARES two 
engines, twin port, 2 cylinder 
heads, rocker covers, barrel, 
4 carbs, lots more, engines, 
£180 each; collection only Tel. 
074340 40520. Lancs. 

HONDA XL250 twin port, 
garage clearance, briefly two 
full engines, two cylinder 
heads, rocker covers, four 
carbs, lots more, £350 might 
split. Tel. 07434 040520. 

KAWASAKI Z MIRROR nos 

part 56001 -1 1 -6, £50. Nos part 
Fuel tap 51 023-1 023, £75 ono. 
Indicator nos part 23037-1133, 
£35. Nos part footrest 34027- 
1109, £40. Nos parts battery 
lead, 2061 -1 1 62, £25. Nos part 
indicator 23037-1 1 33, £35. Tel. 
Steve 01707 692405. Herts. 
KAWASAKI ZX7R 750cc, 
1996, red, full fairing, screen, 
drop bars, clamps, top yoke, 
mirrors, headlights, look, frame 
brace, £495 could seperateTel. 
07768 176166. Norfolk. 
MOORE & WRIGHT 0-1 
micrometer assy, new, £30; 
0-25 micrometer, £18; hardly 
used carbide face 12” files 
for alloy meters, slight rust, 6 
of, £30. Tel. 0208 6414238. 
Surrey. 

MZ TS125 Rolling chassis, 
inc tank & seat + V5, £100 
Tel. 01226 297119. South 
Yorkshire. 

RD350 YPVS 31 K lots of parts 
available (not calipers), some 
parts new, call for details. Tel. 
Terry 07810 078790. Bucks. 
SCORPION SLIP ON exhaust 
carbon for Kawasaki GTR1 400, 
2007 on, complete as new, no 
dents, cost £330, £150 ono. 
Tel. John 07807 176985. North 
London. 

SUZUKI BANDIT 1200 2006, 
Delkevic can/link pipe £75, Givi 
carrier £60; Haynes Manual 
£10; buyer collects. Tel. 01993 
840943. Oxfordshire. 

SUZUKI RGV250 VM22 front 
end including forks yokes f/ 
wheel c/w discs, calipers, 
slight pitting on stations, £200 
ono Tel. Chris 0781 1 698505. 
Hampshire. 

SUZUKI GN250 seat, new, 
£50; Benelli ZC fuel tank, £60; 
Yamaha XJ650 front guard, 
£30; tailpiece, £10; l/h side 
panel, £10; Honda CB750 
DOHC clocks, £20; Enfield 
Electra X fuel tank, £35; front 
guard, £20; rearguard, £20. Tel. 
07771 770868. Milton Keynes. 


SUZUKI GS1000 1 0OOcc 
brand new, genuine pistons/ 
rings, 1st oversize part 12103- 
49810-050 / 12140-4900 
1 -050, cost over £500, accept 
£200 plus lots gaskets included 
for free. Tel. Steve 01707 
692405. Hertfordshire. 

SUZUKI GS1000 1000CC, 
brand new cambox end covers, 
chrome, part no 1 1 1 74-49000 
X4 still in packets, £60 ono. 
GS1 000 tailpiece toolbox only, 
£15. Front mudguard, genuine, 
small crack repairable, no rust, 
£25. Tel. Steve 01707 692405. 
Herts. 

SUZUKI GS1000 1000CC, 
Motad exhaust only used 
26 miles, stored ever since, 
excellent condition, £150. 
GS1000 handlebar clamp 
cover, £15. Genuine exhaust 
Heatshield part no 14791- 
49000, £1 0. BMW R75 fairing + 
panniers, £75. Tel. Steve 01 707 
692405. Herts. 

SUZUKI GS650G Katana 
spares, tank, engine bars, 
carbs, rear wheel and disc, 
seat, £125 the lot Tel. 07874 
231 738. East Sussex. 

SUZUKI GSXR1000 K6, PCIII, 
power commander, £65 ono. 
Hel Braided brake lines as new, 
£45. Tel. 07951 818730. West 

Q. ICCPY 

SUZUKI GT250 new, X7 
petrol tank red, £200 ovno Tel. 
07403 619019 or text anytime. 
Manchester. 

SUZUKI RG125 fun, two 
front disks, £30 each; two 
rear wheels, £30 each. Tel. 
Phil 01226 297119. South 
Yorkshire. 

TRIUMPH TRIDENT Sprint 
900, breaking 1 995 green pair 
of wheels, £50 no discs other 
parts available. Tel. 07789 
801540. Wiltshire. 

XS750 ENGINE SPARES 
recon crank and rods by 
SEP with cases and g/box to 
suit, gasket set, set stainless 
capheads also one good 
bottom half with g/box plus 
transferbox, also starters 
crankcases carbs in fact a 
trailer load of spares, £500 the 
lot. Tel. John 07907 868151. 
Cornwall. 

YAMAHA FJR1300 parts, 
rear rack, footrest hanger, rear 
light, shock, rear light and other 
bits. Tel. Mark 07815 084533. 
Cheshire. 

YAMAHA OBLONG 
MIRRORS fair condition, black 
finish l/hand and r/hand (used 
on XJ650), £5 + £5 p&p. Tel. 
01 803 607265. Torquay. 
YAMAHA RD Aircooled and 
LC 4L0 and 4L1 spares from 
garage clearance, please call 
or text for details, parts can be 
posted within UK. Tel. 07540 
784259. Gloucestershire. 
YAMAHA XJ650 Motad 4 into 
pipes, brand new, also fits 
XJ750, £150 no offers, also 
steel Galv bike safe, suit same, 
Tel. 01495 313881. South 
Wales. 

YAMAHA XJ900S Diversion 
Haynes Manuals, £10. Givi 
monolock rack with plate & 
arms, all fixings, excellent 
condition, only 12 months old, 
£70 ono. Tel. 07944 514260 or 
01785 215394. Staffs. 


YAMAHA BT1100 BULLDOG 

V metal front mudguard 
complete with brackets offers. 
Tel. 07770 713864; 01902 
791570. West Midlands. 


WANTED 


ANYONE KNOW WHERE 

black Suzuki GS1000E, reg 
WJO 424T, old motorcycle of 
mine now lives? Tel. 07802 
426542. Cornwall. 

APRILIA FACTORY PARTS 
and service information 
from the 80s, 90s and 00s. 
Also interested in original 
specialist service tooling, 
Tel. Simon 07825 569369. 
Northamptonshire. 

BENELLI 750 SEI wanted by 
private buyer, in good standard 
condition and road running 
order. Tel. 01603 873143. 
Norwich. 

BMW SPARES R565, R75, 
R80 32mm bing carbs, front 
mudguard, good silencers, Tel. 
Simon 07788 442155. Avon. 
BSA BANTAM 175 D14 
engine or flywheel and 
conrod must have a good big 
end, either must be in nice 
condition. Tel. 01424 845651. 
Bexhill on Sea. 

CB900F FRAME wanted must 
have log book, will consider 
partial bike, Yorks/Lancs areas 
Tel. 07745 645013. South 
Yorkshire. 

CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 

wanted any make or size, 
anything considered and in 
any condition. Tel. 07548 
801403. Notts. 

EXHAUST SYSTEM OR 
HEADERS for 1991 Honda 
VFR750FM, anything 
considered & will collect. Tel. 
01329 317588. Hampshire. 
HARLEY SUNDOWNER solo 
seat to fit a 2002 Dyna Glide, 
p/no 51933-01, fits 96/03 
dynas. Tel. 01457 765036. 
Cheshire. 

HONDA C95 150cc, left hand 
exhaust pipe wanted, must 
have good unpitted chrome, 
would purchase a pair if 
available (not Taiwan pattern 
parts as bends are poor) Tel. 
07870 513474. Bristol. 
HONDA CB400N or CX500 
front brake calipers (pair) 
wanted, also splitter pipe, 
CB250RS engine bars and 
luggage rack (Rickman), 
required Tel. 07717 075814. 
West Yorkshire. 

HONDA CB900F frame, 
spares or project bike must 
have log book, Yorks/Lancs 
areas. Tel. 7745645013. South 
Yorkshire. 

HONDA CD175A Sloper, 
centre stand. Tel. 01978 
290123. Clwyd. 

HONDA CD175A front brake 
cable and clutch cable. Tel. 
01978 290123. Clwyd. 
HONDA CITY FLY 125cc 
wanted, must be excellent 
condition, low miles if possible, 
please ring or text with details. 
Tel. 07753 247682. Newcastle 
Upon Tyne. 

HONDA VT250 useable 
exhaust wanted for resto 
project, also spares, will buy 
complete bike if cheap. Tel. 
01625 576013. Cheshire. 


HONDA CB900F wanted, 
parts bike or frame with V5, 
Tel. 07745 645013. South 
Yorkshire. 

KAWASAKI ELI M I N ATOR 

wanted any spares including 
engine, gearbox etc. Tel. 01 1 42 
455780. Sheffield. 

KAWASAKI KE175D FRAME 
ideally with log book/V5, but at 
least with frame no in tact. Tel. 
Mark 07557 996817. Leics. 
KAWASAKI KH250 exhausts, 
to finish project. Tel. 07801 
190446. Durham. 

LOOKIG FOR A BIKE model I 
had years ago. Honda XL250/ 
XL500, Suzuki TS250ER, or 
similar, to regain my mouth, 
runner or project. Have cash, 
will travel. Tel. 07984 950257. 
Derbys. 

LOOKING FOR RG500 to 
restore back to its former glory, 
if you have a barn or garage 
find or crash damaged bike 
then please contact me. Tel. 
07944 4041 52. Worcestershire. 
MOTO GUZZI Le Mans Mk II, 
1978 onwards, must be 100% 
Tel. 01642 484073 after 6pm. 
Cleveland. 

SILENCERS WANTED for 

1 992 Yamaha 400cc Diversion, 
Tel. Bob 07634 846335 after 
5pm. Chatham. 

SUZUKI AP50 spares wanted 
bike or parts exhaust pipe 
and peddal gear, Tel. Dave 
07752 137780; 01612 828728. 
Cheshire. 

SUZUKI GS1100G 1982, shaft 
drive, good condition engine 
or bottom end required for 
bike rebuild, complete bike 
considered, cash waiting. Tel. 
Colin 01 935 478050. Somerset. 
SUZUKI GS650G Katana seat 
cover or seat OE UK spec 
orange red & black, must be in 
good condition, no rips etc, Tel. 
07738 444077. Bedfordshire. 
SUZUKI GT50A a used full 
electronic ignition set wanted. 
Tel. Paul 01246 456018. 
Derbyshire. 

SUZUKI GT750 1974, wanted 
l/h exhaust, must be good 
chrome, no dents. Tel. 07833 
582342. Kent. 

SUZUKI RE5M rotary, globe 
type turn signals/indicators 
wanted, please phone if you 
have some for sale! Tel. Allan 
07846 525663. Somerset. 
WANTED FOR 1977 Kawasaki 
KZ750 B2 twin, fully working & 
in vgc a starter motor. Tel. Mike 
0751 1 688088. Birmingham. 
WANTED FOR Honda CGI 25 
1998/200 rubber air connector 
to carburettor, reply by e-mail 
to boast.john@orange.fr 
YAMAHA RD350YPVS 31k, 
1983, petrol tank wanted. Tel. 
01472 316988. Lines. 
YAMAHA XJ600 Diversion 
complete or part bike wanted 
for project. Tel. 07502 085096. 
Lines. 

YAMAHA XS650/XS400/TR 1 
OR SR500 wanted, runner or 
project, have cash, will travel. 
Tel. 07984 950257. Derbys. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ALPINESTAR DRYSTAR 

Pants, 24” waist, new unused, 
£80. Tel. 07815 606658. 
Merseyside. 


20 LITRES DRUM Optima’ 
racing 2/stroke oil, Specs, 
JASO, FD. ISO, EGD. API, 
TC, situated two miles from 
Donington Park, £100 ovno, 
buyer collects Tel. 07979 
558308. Derbyshire. 

ABBA STAND for use with m/ 
cycle, not fitted with centre set 
and, enables work carried out 
where only side stand fitted, 
easily fitted, £50 Tel. 02920 
561669. S Glam. 

BELL HELMET open-face, 
matt black, as new, only worn 
twice, c/w ‘Bell’ bag, £120 ono 
Tel. 01209 214457. Cornwall. 
CLASSIC SUZUKI 
CIGARETTE type cards 
mounted in picture frame: 
Kettle, Super 6, T500, GS750, 
GT550, GT750, RE5, vgc, £25 
p&p Tel. 01803 607265; 01364 
653515. Torquay. 

FACTORY SUZUKI service 
manual, good condition, £25 
ono plus postage Tel. . Lancs. 
HARLEY DAVIDSON 

BACKREST to fit 2006 
Streetbob, good condition, 
£80; Harley Davidson clutch 
cable for Streetbob, as new, 
£75; Harley Davidson bike 
jacket, £50; ladies black bike 
jacket, £50; Clutchmaster, will 
fit VTR 1000 Bandit 1200 and 
other bikes, £40. Tel. 07790 
9344835. Staffs. 

HAYNES MANUAL Suzuki 
GSXR750 & GSXR1100 and 
Katana GSX600F, GSX750F 
& GSX1100F (all air/oil-cooled 
fours) 1985-1993, very good 
condition, £8+ £2 UK p&p. Tel. 
John 07817 562421; 01132 
603057. Leeds. 

HONDA CBR1100 Super 
Blackbird bike jacket with 
detachable inner size M, 
excellent condition, £60. 
Riossi black/yellow adjustable 
gloves, size S, £1 0. Thinsulate 
black gloves, XS, £5. Black/ 
yellow/white Spada waterproof 
oversuit 33, brand new, never 
been worn, size S, £30. Tel. 
07855 420249. Manchester. 
HONDA VFR1200FA 2010, 
Baglux tank cover, black + red, 
as new, £55 ono Tel. 07900 
371020. Northumberland. 
KAWASAKI ZZR600 original 
owners manual, from a 1995 
model, ZX600-E1 1 , £10. Tel. 
07505 464654. West Midlands. 
MAGAZINES: Practical 

Sportsbike, issues 1-50 
inclusive, good condition, £1 00 
Tel. 07899 770367. Devon. 
RST TEXTILE JACKET 
mens, size small, never worn 
blue/black, £35 ono buyer 
collects. £35 ono buyer 
collects Tel. 07704 804893. 
Buckinghamshire. 

SAMMY MILLER The Will to 
Win’ by Jeff Clew, signed, £55. 
Also Guiness Facts & Feats 
M/Cycling signed Sammy & 
Mick Andrews, £20. Tel. 07434 
072785. Lancs. 
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Ignition sanity check 


Points and condensers; you’re unlikely to be going far without them says Scoop. 


1 / A half-moon key 
accurately locates 
vital rotating masses. 
If it has a few burrs it 
can be filed back to fit 
but if it's badly worn 
it'll need replacing. A 
gentle tap should be 
all that's needed to 
locate it. 


for. Yes the Stinger is atypical of many 
engine layouts, agreed it runs rotor and 
stator arse about face compared with 
some and the way the low-tension side 
is set up is a little quirky but the basic 
ground rules still apply. 

Worth reinforcing here is that these 


ignition systems also run one or more 
condensers and when they fail they can 
present some very odd running faults that 
can be hard to trace. If the bike’s ignition 
system is a total unknown then it makes 
sense to renew as much as we can and 
start with a clean sheet. O 


any of the bikes 
| that feature in 
CMM still run with 
the proven points and coil 
ignition system. 

Aftermarket electronic ignitions 
certainly have their place and with many 
newer examples embracing the latest 
microchip technologies you’d be daft not 
to use them on classics that are ridden 
regularly, far and hard: but what about 
restos that may only see occasional 
use? Do they warrant an aftermarket 
kit? And even if they do is such a set-up 
commercially available? If the answers to 
the last two questions are no and no then 
you need to be on your game fettling what 
you have and not wondering why no one 
makes a kit for your bike. 

All of which brings us back to Project 
Stinger in a roundabout way; no one 
makes an electronic kit for them so I need 
to optimise what I have. What follows 
is a comprehensive but by no means 
exhaustive overview of the foibles of 
points-based ignition and what to look out 
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Simple solutions: Don't use plumber's flux on ignitions. Corrosion ensues! 


2 / The rotor should be an easy, snug, fit on to the crank end with no slop between it and either the key or the taper. If there's movement 
timing may be difficult to set and vibration is inevitable. 3/ On the Stinger the points cam sits in a recess on the end of the rotor. Note the 
locating peg, which needs to fit snugly into the slot in the rotor. 4/ The correct bolt and washer is fitted and tightened. The bolt is often a 
special fitting in terms of length and smooth shank. The washer(s) may be split or dished. Both washers and bolt need to be the correct items. 


5/ Points cams can be subject to extreme wear especially there's never been any lubrication. Given that spares are often hard to find or 
worse than the one you have this one will have to do for now. 6/ It's almost a given that rough project bikes will come with knackered points. 
Here I'm checking that the replacement sets are physically the same as the originals. Worth remembering is that points are often handed left 
and right. 7/ The fixing screws are a cross/slot head combo. Use the correct/appropriate driver. Be prepared to call in the artillery if the screw 
is seized but proceed with extreme caution. 



i 




A pointless exercise 


Years ago bike and 
car shops used to sell 
something called a points 
file. Harking back to the 
days of magnetos the 
theory was that any 
extraneous pips on the 
faces of the points could 
be filed off and you'd be 
good to go without shelling 
out for a new set. All fine 
and dandy for very minor 
damage but the pips you'd 
be removing had to come 
from somewhere. As Isaac 
Newton promulgated 
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"matter is neither created 
nor destroyed". The 
spattering comes from 
the opposite points face 
and is partially wear 
related, partially owing to 
condenser issues. Look 
at picture 14 and ponder 
how anyone is genuinely 
supposed to compensate 
for this much missing 
points face. The correct 
response reads... dear 
sir please rush me some 
new points for my antique 
Japanese motorcycle 






11/ Make sure aftermarket parts have the correct colour wiring and oversleeving where appropriate. If not make notes for next time in a 
manual and add a layer of insulation at key areas. 12/ The protective sleeving to the original condenser wires was partially chafed. An extra 
layer of cloth loom tape over the new heat shrink should add additional protection. 13/ Stator back in place to retain the rotor's magnetism: 
all that's left is to install the former in the outer engine cover and time the engine. 
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8/ Loosen small bolts with the correct spanner, no pliers. A 14 in drive socket set and 
miniature spanner kit make for good working practice. Note the position of the insulating 
washers; don't lose/omit them or the bike probably won't even run. 


9/ Condensers can be handed too but their function isn't. If push comes to shove it's 
possible to remove the existing bracket and fabricate one to suit. It's the capacitive value 
and physical size that dictates usability. 10/ Typical of period Suzukis the condenser cable 
is soldered to the loom. Use a soldering iron to sweat the joint apart and reconnect using 
electrical solder. NEVER use plumbing flux on ignition systems; it causes rampant corrosion. 


> So there’s a snapshot of what makes up 
a period crank-mounted ignition system. If 
you have a four-stroke with points running 
off the cam the same logic and modus 
operandi still apply; it’s just that the 
location and layouts will look different. The 
eagle-eyed will notice I’ve not oiled the felt 
pad on the points cam. It’s a moot point as 
to whether this system actually works. 


The theory is that capillary action should 
drag oil from the pad on to the cam and 
prevent both it and the heel of the points 
wearing. I’m yet to be convinced that light 
machine oil can withstand the vagaries of 
rapid acceleration and deceleration from 
zero to eight grand and back again. Until 
then I shall be adding a very gentle smear 
of grease and removing the felt pad. cmm 


Tapers, keys 
and keyways 

It's a popular misconception that 
half-moon and Woodruff keys are 
the device that holds the rotor to 
the taper. The reality is that the 
key/keyway combination simply 
acts as a locating or positioning 
device. If either male or female 
sides of the taper are marked or 
corroded it's possible to recover 
one or both by lapping the pair 
together with some fine valve 
grinding paste. 

Badly damaged surfaces will 
need expert input. Damaged 
keyways on shafts can be recut 
by a specialist and if the rotor's 
female keyway is okay it's perfectly 
acceptable to use a stepped two 
width key. What's not possible 
is the use of shim plate, plastic 
metal or similar levels of bodgery 
as it'll be impossible to get the two 
components concentric. With badly 
grooved tapers some success has 
been achieved with medium hold 
auto-industrial adhesives but the 
results can be variable. But if you 
need to remove the rotor later you 
may well have problems. 

The holding capabilities of a good, 
true, taper are truly immense. Back 
in the veteran period companies 
such as zenith used tapers on the 
big end-to-flywheel interface of 
their awesome v-twins. Apparently 
the joints were lapped in by hand 
then cleaned of any grinding paste. 
Before final assembly the fitter 
would add a good dollop of spit 
in order to start a mild corrosion 
between the two parts and wind 
up the securing nut. Loctite hadn't 
been invented back then but 
rust had! 




1EV 


Mark Forsyth rides around the Isle of Man during the Classic TT on an Rl. 
Steve Cooper rides John Woods' delightful Yamaha FZR400RR SP. 
Bertie Simmonds on the Yamaha FZS600 Fazer. 

Scoop on the bike that set up Kawasaki. 

John Purnell and his lovely Moto Guzzi Le Mans Mk.3. 


Chassis work begins on the Honda SSI 25, engine build tips revealed and 
more wiring issues for Mark Haycock and his Yamaha TX500. 

Steve Parrish returns with his Yamaha FZ750 


Superstocker, Steve Cooper shows us his Yamaha RD350 and Project Rickuki cafe racer 
while the Suzuki apprentices sort the brakes on their 1990 Suzuki GSX-R1100L. 




PARTS - Advice & Sales 
BIKES FOR SALE - Classic and New Build 
WORLDWIDE CUSTOMER BASE 

LOOKING FOR A PARTICULAR BIKE? 
Contact us with requests 


> Full class M/C restoration 

> Restoration of classic engines or 
other small projects 

> Classic new builds 

> Classic M/C & new build sales 

> Authorised insurance claim repairer 

> Delivery and collection service UK & 
Ireland 

> Chrome and paintwork restoration 


CALL JMC CLASSICS: 
Workshop: 01763 249 600 > General Mobile: 
07831 243 032 

General Enquiries: info@jmcclassics.com 
Bike Sales: sales@jmcclassics.com 
Part Sales: parts@jmcclassics.com 


JMC Classics Ltd, Unit 2F, Wireless Station, 
Chestnut Lane, Nr Royston, Herts SG8 5JH 


Premier Classic Motorcycle restorer and the only 
manufacturer of the new JMC Egli Vincent & 
JMC Norvin and new Vincent engines 


South of England RealOnssif' 

Show 6t Bikejumble 

10 am Sunday 25 th Octobe 





Meet Jim Redman MBE, Six Times World 6t TT Champion 


Entry EG adults, E5 seniors 654 over & Rea 1C lassie members, U16 free 
At The South of England Showground. Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 6TL 

(Junction 10/ 10a of the M23-. signposted Wokehurst Place] 



Ask for 
details. 


Five Hatis of motorcycle-only 
Show and Indoor Autojumbte! 

2oe Cano will be Signing copies of her book 
r Bonneville Go Or Bust' in The Show Hall. 


a dear-out? Book a 
garage clear-out stall! 
Selling your Bike? 
Free Display-to-Sell 
Bikemart areal 


2016 Dates: Ashford Easter Monday 28 th Morch 
Ardingly 3* April; 24 th July & 23 rd Oct 2016 



More dates to 

ELK Promotions 

PO Box 85, Hew Romney 
KENT TN28 9BE 

01797 344277 

www.elk-promotions.co. 



CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.higgspeed.com 

Tel: 07923 360343 • Email: higgspeed2@aol.com 

The sound of the 70s 
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COMING CLASSICS 


Honda CB600F Hornet 


SPECIFICATION 





CB600F Hornet, CB600FS (faired) 


PRICE NEW 


£4995 (1998) £4277 (1999 - post 
parallel import price) £5004 (FS) 


YEARS AVAILABLE 


1998-2003 

ME KEHMm 

Colour changes. Late 1999 
moved to I7in front. Crossover 
front brake pipe changes from 
rubber to braided, different pads 
from 2000. 

Starts at £1000 to £2800 for 
later bikes. 

Emma 

A great bike: buy the right one 
and you're sure to get your 
money back! 


FOR: Amazing build quality, 
holds value well, good- 
looking, handles well enough. 

AGAINST: Fuel range, 
practicality, some dodgy 
modifieds and ex-racers 
out there. 


E very now and again a manufacturer will 
come up with a bike that makes the other 
manufacturers sit up take notice. Then they 
make their own version. 

No, the Honda CB600F Hornet isn’t such 
a machine, but it was Honda's answer to the 
successful Suzuki GSX600F Bandit which was 
selling by the boat-load 20 years ago. Both 
Yamaha and Honda saw the way the sales were 
going and decided to get in on the act. Yamaha 
came up with the FZS600 Fazer and Honda the 
CB600F Hornet in 1998. 

In typical naked middleweight stylee the Hornet 
featured a detuned motor stolen from a CBR600F 
nabbed wheels from the FireBlade (that’s a 1 6i n 
front) and nicked styling from the Jap market-only 
250 Hornet. It was clearly a better bike than the 
Suzuki Bandit, but it was around £1000 more to 
buy when new and many thought the Fazer was a 
bit better bike and more practical. Build quality 
was good, but there were frustrations. Firstly the 
Blade wheels: the 180 rear section looked good, 
but meant that the 16in front offered limited tyre 
options - more so today. Also the fuel range (like 
the VTR) wasn’t great if you pushed it hard. It only 
had a 16-litre tank, two litres down on the Fazer 
and six litres down on the 2000 model Fazer. The 
Hornet only got an extra litre in 2003. 

Braking was taken care of by CBR600F 
calipers, which were starting to feel a little dated 
by this time (the Fazer had the calipers from the 
R 1 !). At the time, I opted for the Yamaha when 
buying my first four-stroke, as it had a gruntier 
motor and in my eyes it was better looking and 
more practical too. What many owners say is that 



ASK ANDY 


Andy Bolas is one of 
the younger chaps 
from the VJMC 
- and it shows. He’s always 
sniffing out the future classics 
that we should be hoarding. This 
, month: Honda’s 600cc Hornet. 

L J 


the Hornet could have been better if they had 
left the CBR600F motor as it was rather than de- 
tuning it with smaller 34mm Keihin carbs. 

In late 1999 Honda fitted a 17in front wheel 
for the CB600F-Y version and also released the 
CB600F-S which was a half-faired version which 
was initially priced around £400 more than 
the naked bike but wasn’t as pretty. For a time 
there was a race class - The Hornet Cup - and 
bikes were allowed only minor modifications 
to suspension, can and a 5% tolerance on the 
main jet, so there are some ex race machines out 
there. Also, the Hornet seemed to capture the 
imagination of specials builders out there too. 

The usual Honda stuff goes wrong: regulator 
rectifiers, camchain tensioners and some owners 
complain of clunky gearboxes. The Hornet does 
seem to have stood the test of time and there’s 
a good owners’ club too. There are lots of nice, 
original machines out there for strong money, cmm 


www.classicmechanics.com / 127 






MOTORCYCLE 

RESTORATIONS 

AND 

MODIFICATIONS 



Restoration, Service, All Repairs & MoT Preparation 
Sales: Including ■ Putoline Oils ■ Bikes ■ Parts 


Email has been down for the last month. Apologies to anyone who 
hasnt had a reply over this period 


SimOlt Thompson Tel: 07710 148939 
Email: email@70s-80srestorations.co.uk 





As featured in the February 2010 issue of Classic Motorcycle Mechanics 



Taps and Dies 
Special Sizes 
Diestocks 
Boxed Sets 
Tap Wrenches 


PRODUCTS 


Endmills 

Clearance Bargains 
Slot Drills 

Tailstock Die Holder 
Drills HSS 


Centre Drills 
Reamers 
Drill sets (HSS) 
Drills 

Thread Chasers 


> All British Cycle Threads Available 



Taper Shank 



Drills HSS 

i 

_ J 





Reamer 



£> Tracy 

Tap &? Die Specials 


TOOlS Ltd 


Tap &? Die Specialist, Engineer Tool Supplies 

Tel: 01803 328 603 Fax: 01803 328 157 

Unit 1, Parkfield Ind Est, Barton Hill Way, Torquay, Devon TQ2 8JG 

Email: info@tracytools.com 

www.tracytools.com 



FROST AUTO RESTORATION TECHNIQUES 


BUY ONLINE AT www.FROST.co.uk 
Free Delivery On Orders Over £ 80 * 

*T&C apply - Att prices Included VAT 



E299oo 


Hydraulic Motorcycle Lift Ramp 





Repair Kit 

Tgnk 


(946ml) 

■ r jf oesner 

Degmoser 


Lock & Seal - Sleeve 
& Bush - Stud & 
Bearing (50mi) 

GuMD 


£1226 


p ^ 

m 

VBT Satin Black 
i Barrel Paint 

for Motorcycle 
(dITTS? Engines 

m 




RAD Weld(25G™*J 

^Permanently sea Ji 
■jf radiator leaks one 
3 stops rust 

M ©IS? , forming. 


E la sti Wrap Rubber 
Coating , _J g 

Esm ESS 


Extreme 

Chassis 

Black 





Frost Brake 
& Clutch 

"Price 




Qdtwcod 


SDIHFTROr? 


Frost Carb 
Cleaner 

(500ml) 
'Price 
per can 


Frost Spray 
Adhesive 

( 5O0m{ ) 


FR°sT 


Crawford Street, Rochdale, Lancashire,, OL16 5NU 
Just off Junction 21 |M62) | Local Store Opens 8:30 - 17:00 Mon - Fri 
^ TEL: 01706 666 619 | Email: order@frosLco.uk | FAX: 01706 S60 338 



T & L Engineering 

Professional and Precise Approach 

ENGINE RECONDITIONERS 



Modern, Vintage 
and Classic Engine 
Specialists 



• Head Refacing 

• Valve & Seat Cutting 

• Hard Valve Seats 

• K-Line Valve Guides 

• Pressure Testing 

• Chemical Cleaning 

• Vapour Blasting 

• Ally Welding 

• Thread Repairs 

• SparkPlug Inserts 


Ask about our new 
Vapour Blasting 
Service 



Visitors welcome 


Sump Plug Inserts 
Disc/Drum Skimming 
Flywheels Machined 
Valve Shimming 
Cylinder Heads 
Valve & Valve Guides 
Pistons 
Piston Rings 
Crankshafts Rebuild 
Core Plugs 


SPECIALISTS IN 

• Crankshaft Regrinding, Reboring and Sleeving • 

• Line Boring, Metal Spraying & White Metalling • 

• Boring and Cylinder Liners Fitted • 

- NEW - DYNAMIC BALANCING 


Tel: 01 234 35241 8 Fax: 01234 352100 

Unit 1 Pear Tree Farm, Wilstead Road, Elstow, Beds MK42 9YG 
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COMING CLASSICS f f 


Kawasaki ZRXI100/1200 


SPECIFICATION 


KAWAZAKI 

ziax 
^ooftr 


PRICE NEW 


£7545 (1997, 1100) 
£6681 (2006, 1200) 


YEARS AVAILABLE 


1997-2000 (1100) 
2001-2006 (1200) 

1 052cc motor went to 1 1 64cc 
in 2001. Colour changes through 
all models. 

Starts at £1500 to £5000 for 
later bikes. 

eemsi 

The best-looking modern classic 
retro bar none. 


FOR: Looks, presence, 
tune-ability. 


AGAINST: Brakes can be 
poor, prices very strong! 


M aybe other retro-look bikes handled 

better, or went faster, or were more ‘true’ 
to the originals, but nothing looked as 
good as the ZRX1100. 

Kawasaki did retro first and did it well with the 
Zephyr range in the early 1990s, in a series of 
550, 750 and 1100 air-cooled offerings, but the 
ZRX range was moving things on a little. Three 
versions saw light of day: a naked, round-headlight 
‘N’ version, a half-faired ‘S’ which was launched 
in 2001 and the one we want to talk about - the 
ZRX1100R, which was launched in 1997. 

All models used the water-cooled 1052cc 
motor from the ZZ-R1100, detuned to around 
lOObhp, placed in a tubular frame, with a braced 
swingarm and twin Kayaba piggyback reservoir 
shocks. The coup de grace for the R was the 
adoption of a small, rectangular bikini fairing, 
which aped the Eddie Lawson Replicas of the early 
1980s. Originally launched in a silver or purple, 
the ZRX1100R looked good, but when it adopted 
an ELR-esque green with stripes, it suddenly really 
looked the part and things went mad from there. 
Other old Zed-stylee colours were silver with black 
stripes and a Firecracker red with blue and silver 
stripes. For us retro-mad riders in the late 1990s, 
it was manna from heaven. For 2001 the engine 
capacity went up to 1164cc and claimed 120bhp 
just prior to the ZZ-R1200 coming out. 

Other manufacturers got on board. Okay, 
Yamaha was already there with the air-cooled 
XJR1200 of 1995, which also morphed into 
a 1300 version. Suzuki came along later with 
the wibbly-wobbly handling GSX1400 (and no 
GS-style nose-cone, shame) and Honda with the 
CB1000 and then CB1300s. But none of them 
could really touch the ZRX for character. Problems 
on them were solid. On the one I had, the only 


BERTIE'S BLATHER 

Our own Bertie is a 
bit of a bike buying/ 
selling addict. He’s 
had more than 10 
bikes in the last five 
years, with signs there are more 
to come. And go! 

L A 



issue was with the age-old issues of finish on 
the motor and various hangers. Brakes (six-pot 
Tokicos) needed looking after too, and downpipes 
soon lost colour or began to rust. 

Specials builders love these bikes. Sharing 
the ZZ-R engine meant you could put the original 
cams back in and with other changes liberate 
150bhp. The chassis tarted up with better brakes, 
pukka ELR paint and extended swingarms and the 
like. This popularity is reflected in owners clubs 
on both sides of the pond - not unnaturally the 
Americans love ’em - and strong residuals. 

Prices tentatively start at £1500. We’ve seen 
good, solid 1100s in our own ads for £1800 - 
while eBay and the like sees these bikes start 
around £2000-£2500. We’ve also seen low-mile, 
late model (03-06) 1200Rs go for up to five 
grand! No-wonder Z-Power’s Dave Marsden tucked 
away one of the last 1200Rs in the UK. 

We’ve yet to hear of someone buying the less- 
loved (but almost identical) S and converting one 
to look like an R, but it must be possible? Sadly, 
the new ZRX never came to the UK. cmm 
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V Part ing shot 

Hizzy and the white Charger 


PIC: MORTONS ARCHIVE 


Steve Hislop was a legend. As fast as anyone on 
his day, if he’d had the breaks he surely would 
have been a world champion. Robert Steven Hislop 
(his dad Sandy made a mistake when registering 
the birth) and his younger brother Garry (sadly 
later killed racing) was a legend in road racing 
with 11 TT wins and a multiple British champion 
on short circuits. His most memorable feat was 
taking the ABUS-backed Norton rotary to a win in 
the 1992 Senior TT victory. In his autobiography, 
HIZZY, Steve recalled: “I actually laughed when 
Norton’s team boss Barry Symmonds asked me 


to ride the bike at the TT. I thought ‘you must be 
joking, that will never last one lap of the Isle of 
Man’. But it did and he won the race from Carl 
Fogarty’s Loctite Yamaha by four seconds. Today 
this amazing machine is part of the National 
Motorcycle Museum and is regularly seen at the 
Isle of Man TT Classic races. Check out their new 
website at: www.nationalmotorcyclemuseum.co.uk 


• If you want to check out the amazing shots in 
Morton’s Archive then go to: www.mortonsarchive, 
com cm 



sean @ thebikespecialists.com 
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www.stein-dinse.com 


‘ntnll-i'o'V rl t)? 

7DT & TTinr? 

Over 30 years of experience with Italian 
motorcycles makes it possible for us to 
provide all your Classic bike needs: 

Original & replacement parts, 
accessories and rarities. Due to our 
huge inventory we offer an amazing 


Sparepar 

Technical * 
equipment 


product 






